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ADVERTISEMENT- 
IT will not be improper to acquaint the rea- 
der,, that the author of the following Ser- 
mons did not compofe them with a view to 
their publication. So far from it, that the 
greater part of them had been fb haftily writ- 
ten, that the copies were in many places 
fcarce legible, and fbme of the beft of them 
in the judgment of the publifhers, which 
they could not refule a place in this colledion, 
either had been left unfinifhed at firll:, or have 
been mutilated (ince by accident. Thefe, 
however, they choofe to lay before the pub- 
lic, in the condition ill which they found 
them, rather than by fupplying fuch defedls, 
to ufe what they thought an undue liberty 
with their decealed friend, whofe manner 
and fentiments were very much his own. 
The only merit they claim is the arrange- 
ment of them, and the correction of fbme 
trifling negligences in the language. Whe- 
ther they have done right in publilhingthem, 
a the 
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the public itfelf will judge. The beft apo- 
logy they have to offer, is their own perfua-? 
fion that thefe difcourfes, with all their im-: 
perfedlions, have great merit, and may be 
of confiderable ufe. 

Mr. Farquhar's charafter they need not 
here attempt to delineate. To the judicious 
and attentive reader fuch an attempt would 
be unneceflary. He will difcover it in this 
volume very ftrongly marked. Never did 
any performance exhibit a more genuine 
tranfcript of the difpofition and fentiments of 
its author, than this does of the difpofition 
and fentiments of that valuable and amiable 
man. It is much to be regretted, that it had 
not the advantage of his own corrcftion and 
review. But as it is, and with all the in- 
equality in refpeft of compofition, that may 
be obferved in thefe fermons, a good judge 
will not be at a lofs to difcern in the preacher 
an eminent clearnefs of apprehenfion, cor- 
reclnefs of tafle, a lively imagination, and 
delicate fenfibility to all the finefl feelings of 
which human nature is fufceptiblc. 
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SERMON I. 

I Thess. v. 1 6. 
Rejoice evermore. 

jVIaNY of the enemies of religion confider 
it as the caufe of a fevere, gloomy, and unfo- 
cial diipofition. Some of the friends of reli- 
gion feem to confider it in the fame light. 
Nothing, however,, can be more unjuft than 
fuch a judgment, or produftive of worfe 
efFe£ls. Who would choofe to dwell with 
fburnefs and feverity ? Or what human crea- 
ture is able to refift the finile of cheerfulnefs, 
and the voice of joy ? If religion were fuch 
as it is fbmetimes reprefented by prejudice, 
or fiich as the mariners of fbme men who 
pretend to be religious, yea, I will add, who 
have ftrong feelings of religion, would indi- 
cate it to be, I fhould not be furprifed that 
it had few votaries, and that men delayed to 
A embrace 
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2 SERMON I. 

embrace it till the common feelings of hu- 
manity had left them. 

Wherever a religion of this caft has been 
framed, I am perfuaded it is not the religion 
of the New Teftament : nor do I think, if it 
were, that any arguments would be fufficient 
for eftabliihing it, or any further reafbning 
neceflary for overthrowing it. But with 
regard to that religion, the alperfion, from 
whatever quarter it has arifen, is entirely 
groundlefs. Chriftianity, on the contrary, 
is the fburce of the beft, the pureft, and the 
moft permanent joys in human life. Were 
there nothing more than the exhortation in 
the text, it would never be pretended, furely, 
that the religion of Jeius forbids all joy and 
cheerful nefs. And it may be of importance 
at this time to inquire into the caufes of that 
joy which chriftianity encourages and pro- 
motes, and to which the apoftle exhorts us in 
the text. 

To give a particular account of the nature 
of that joy which the perfuafion and prafticc 
of chriftianity excites, would be to defcribe 
the different modifications of rational pleafure 
and fatisfa£kion ; a defcription which at pre- 
fent I decline. I (hall only obferve, that 

when 
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when I {peak of this joy, I cannot be fup- 
pofed to mean a childifh and laughing levity 
of dilpofition, which may brighten up the 
countenance, but does no more at beft than 
play round the heart. I always underftand 
by it that joy which becomes a man, which 
confifts in a cheerful but compofed temper, 
which leaves a perfon open to every gratifi- 
cation that is agreeable in pofleffion, and 
afterwards delightful on reflcftion. Let us 
inquire into the caufes from which this joy 
proceeds. This inquiry, with fbme reflec- 
tions to which it will naturally give occafion, 
will be fiifficient fubjeft for our difcourfe at 
this time. Rejoice always^ or evermore^ faith 
the apoflle. The grounds upon which fb 
permanent a joy is founded mufl be very 
permanent, and mufl be laid deep in the hu- 
man mind. Let us endeavour as plainly and 
as diflinftly as poflible to explain them. 

In the firfl place : The joy to which a 
chriflian is called, and which may indeed be 
reckoned his portion, refults from that virtue 
and integrity of life which the rules of his 
religion require. 

It might be thought almoflfiiperfluous to 

ihew that the chriflian religion is intended to 

A % make 
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make men better or more upright. The gof-^ 
pel was evidently given to teach //j, that de- 
nying ungodlinefs and worldly lujls^ we Jhould 
Uvefoberlyy righteouJJy^ and godly in this prefent 
world*. That this is the defign of it, the 
tendency of its do£lrines, the purity of its 
precepts, the nature of its motives, the ex- 
ample of its Author, fufficiently evince. — 
Some men may be fo corrupt as to try to ex- 
plain away this truth : but fcarcely any man 
can be fo audacious as barefacedly to deny it. 
As chriftianity is thus evidently intended 
and calculated to make men better, I further 
obferve, that the exhortation in the text is 
addrefled to thofe upon whom it had this 
cfFeft. The Theflalonians were remarkable 
for their work of faith ^ their labour of love^ 
and their patience of hope in the Lord Jefus 
Cbriji^. They are recorded as enf ample s to all 
the believers in Macedonia andAchaia"". Timo- 
theus brings the apoftle good tidings of their 
faith and their charity ; and the text is im- 
mediately preceded by an exhortation ever to 
follow that which is goodj both among tljem- 
felves and all men. It is manifeft that exhor- 
tations 

• Tims ii. la. ^ i ThcflT. i, z. * Vcifc 7, 



SERMON I. 5 

tations of a general nature can only be ap- 
plied to fuch as embrace in good earneft the 
tenets of that fyftem where fuch exhortations 
are found. 

Virtue and integrity, therefore, being eflen- 
tials to the character of a Chriftian, whatever 
refults naturally from thefe qualities belongs 
to him. But thefe qualities are the natural 
(burce of inward peace and joy of heart. Be- 
nevolence, moderation, friendship, fincerity, 
from the very conftitution of the human 
mind infufe a pleafing cheerfulnefs and fere- 
nity into the foul. Rancour, violence, en- 
mity, falfenefs, difturb its tranquillity. They 
occafion ftorms and tempefts which are al- 
ways unpleafant, and often difaftrous. Juf- 
tice, generofity, charity, are confefled by an 
open, compofed franknefs of countenance and 
manners. Injuftice, cruelty, fufpicion .and 
ilander, are indicated by a dark look and dif- 
contented manner, or by thofe tumults of 
paffion which diftort the face and wring the 
heart. Temperance .and fobriety beftow 
health and vigour upon their votaries. The 
contrary vices every one difcerns in the 
imeagre and extenuated form of that man 
who, after innumerable pains and fufFerings, 
A3 is 



6 SERMON I« 

is forced, through mere old age, to rclinquifli 
life at forty. This, my brethren, is the na- 
tural and general courfe of things. Such are 
the laws impreffed upon our conftitution by 
that omnipotent Being who giveth luftre and 
beauty to the fun, and regulateth the wind 
and the waves. By his appointment, peace 
and joy are the offspring of virtue. In the 
language of fcripture, the work of righteouf- 
nefs is peace y and the effeii ofrigbteoufnefs^ quiet- 
nefs and ajfurancefor ever^^ whereas the wick- 
ed are like the troubled fea when it cannot rejl^ 
whofe waters cajl up mire and dirt '. 

Coniider with yourfelves and tell me, when 
was it that you poflefled a degree of joy 
which you can refleft upon at this moment 
with delight ? was it not when you perform- 
ed fome action which your confciences ap- 
proved of and applauded you for ? When is 
it that you feel a conflict within your own 
breads, the fenfations of uneaiinefs and dif- 
quiet which deprive you of fblid fatisfaftion, 
and unfit you for every valuable gratification? 
Honeftly confefs the truth. Is it not when 
any irregular paffion or appetite has got the 

dominion 

' Ifaiah xxxii. 17, • Chap, Ivii, so. 
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dominion over you, and hurries you precipi- 
tately to fome indulgence which your heart 
condenms ? upon whom do the monfters of 
horror, remorfe, and defpondency prey ? and 
who are they that (hall dread their power, 
and tremble left they feel their tyranny ? do 
not thefe monfters dwell in the innermoft 
receffes of the cave of vice ? and does it not 
require all her forcery tp prevent their ap- 
pearance at the very entry of it? On the 
other hand ; whofe mind is calm and equable 
like the unruffled ocean ? who can allay the 
natural thirft of his foul at the fountain of 
happinefs? who can trace the footfteps of 
peace and ferenity, and tread in them ? Is it 
not the man in whofe mind confcience pre- 
fides as a judge, whofe life it regulates as a 
guide, the periods of whofe exiftence are 
filled up with every a<St of equity, meeknefs, 
charity, condefcenfion, and compafllon, which 
his circumftances require or permit ? Docs 
juftice leave a fting behind it ? or does it oc- 
cafion a triumph ? does the tear of fympathy, 
like the tear of difappointment in a vicious 
purfuit, rankle the foul ? or does it not rather 
compole and fbothe it ? does th^ abftemiouf- 
nefs of temperance ficken the heart, like the 
A 4 cup 
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cup of drunkennefs ? do the gifts of genero- 
fity produce thofe anxieties which ever prey 
upon the avaricious ? 

Take the matter in another Hgrht. Did 
you ever dwell in the houfe with any man 
who was unjuft, or malicious, or envious, or 
debauched ; and could you fay of fuch a man, 
that you generally found him cheerful, (erene, 
and happy ? that the day flowed on with an 
•equal tenor, and that he (aw morning, noon, 
and night with the fame temper ? (I fpcak at 
prefent merely as to this world, and a man's 
N immediate feelings.) It is impoffible in the 
nature of things. Who are they that moft 
evidently difplay their ferenity and cheerful- 
ncfs to their fervants, their domeftics, their 
dependants, and their connexions r Is it not 
the. virtuous and the temperate? Hail facred 
Virtue, thou parent of peace and of joy! let 
me ever bow at thy flirine, and ever venerate 
thy power. 

I derive, therefore, the firft caufe of that 
joy, which the religious poffefs, from their 
conforming to the laws of virtue and inte- 
grity, which are the laws of their nature. A 
machine cannot move cafily if fome of the 
principal fprings are weakened or obflrufted. 

An 
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An inferior animal cannot be happy if its 
appetite for food is not gratified, or if it is 
reftrained from yielding to any of its ftrong- 
eft inftincls. Neither can man, in whofe 
conftitution the fenfe and approbation of vir- 
tue are interwoven by the hand of his Maker, 
if he gives himfelf up to be the fer\'ant of 
fin. 

I enter at prefent into no laboured or par- 
ticular di{quifition about the nature of virtue. 
Who does not perceive and feel it? who 
does not approve it in his neighbour ? who 
does not admire it, in the example of Jefus? 
whofe heart is not warmed with the enforce- 
ment and illuftration of it in his precepts and 
parables ? Alas ! did we but aft fuitably to 
our knowledge and our feelings, how many 
faints would there be amongft us, and bow 
univerfally would happinefs be difFufed I 

But I acknowledge that the joy which a 
virtuous praftice infpires, if it were all that 
the chriflian were heir to, would, in the pre- 
fent flate of things, be at the befl but inter- 
rupted and imperfeft. The prefent fcene is 
various and complicated. The natural ten- 
dency of things is often obflrudled. With 
refpeft to human charaders and enjoyments, 

' effefts 
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efFedls are often obferved that are contrary to 
what might have been expedled. It might 
bear a difpute whether, if there was no world 
after this, good fpirits, a healthy conftitution 
of body, with ftrong propenfities to vice, ac- 
companied with the natural feelings of re- 
morfe when thefe laft are indulged, were not 
preferable to a (ickly frame, with delicate per- 
ceptions of virtue, and ardent defires to prac- 
tife it, accompanied with all the dilappoint- 
ments which the experience of the world 
teaches every man to look for. All the fe- 
renity that virtue can of itfelf beftow may be 
greatly ruffled by adverfity. It may be def- 
troyed by misfortunes. We may affirm that 
joy is the firft-born of virtue, and that (he 
would in the paradifaical ftate have been an 
infeparable attendant upon her mother, but 
that the ftorms and tempefts of human 
life, in this degenerate ftate, often difunite 
thofe who were defigned for perpetual aflb- 
ciates. 

Again, other creatures fcem to be totally 
occupied with the prefent hour, and engroff- 
ed by the particular pains or pleafures which 
they feel ; but man is a being of a different 
kind. His hopes and fears, his wifhes and 

appre- 
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appreheufions enlarge immenfely the fpherc 
of his happinefs or mifery. Numberlefs ol> 
jefts offer themfelves to his contemplation ; 
and the exerciie of his underftanding becomes 
a fource of pleafure or of pain to him. Suita- 
ble to the dignity and extent of his powers 
are the inlets of his joys and forrows. It is 
religion alone that is able fully to fupply the 
former, and alleviate the latter : and attention 
to this fubjed will convince us that the ex- 
hortation, Rejoice evermore^ can only be ad- 
dreffed with propriety to the perfon who be- 
lieves in religion. For I would obferve in 
the fecond place, that a belief in the exiftence 
of an almighty, all-wife, benevolent Being, 
and in his righteous government of the world, 
affords a genuine and rational pleafure to 
the human heart. 

This belief is the foundation and ground- 
work of religion. For every one that comet b 
to GoJ tnujl believe that he isj and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently feek bim^. 
How comfortlefs (hould we be if we knew 
neither whence we fprung, nor how we arc 
iiipported, if we never regarded the hand 

that 

'Heb. a. 6. 
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that beftows our bleffings, nor derived con- 
Iblation under misfortunes from the refleftion 
that every thing is regulated by unerring 
wifdom ! If the fun did not illuminate the 
world, if his beams did not revive and quicken 
both the animal and vegetable creation, how 
dreary ^ wildernefs would this earth appear ! 
But it is the obiervation of a heathen, that it 
would be lefs irkfome and melancholy, if the 
fun were extinguiflied, than if men lived 
without any thought or perfuafion of a fu- 
preme being and a directing providence. The 
confideration of thefe truths elevates the 
mind, compofes the tumultuous, and reftrains 
the diforderly paffions, and fills the foul with 
a kind of (acred rapture. The Lord reigneth ; 
let the earth rejoice^ and the ijles thereof be 
gladK Becaufe the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth^ let us be glad^ and rejoice^ and give 
honour to him^. Such fentiments correfpond 
to our natural feelings. They do not force 
their way to the heart, but they meet with 
an eafy and grateful reception. In the moft * 
perilous ftate of human life the good man 
adopts the language of David : God is our re- 

sPfalmxcrii i. *»Rcv. xix. 7, 
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fuge and jlrength^ therefore will we not fear 
though the earth be removedy and though the 
mountains be caji into the midjl of the fea^ 
though the waters thereof roar and be troubled^ 
though the mountains fhake with the fwclUng 
thereof \ Confider the joys of the wicked, 
and obferve upon what frivolous caufes they 
depend. Their mirth generally arifes from 
full health, good fpirits, pleafant company, 
thoughtlefs fecurity, much liquor, profperous 
affairs, and fuch like circumftances. An al- 
teration happens in thefe. Their health is 
difbrdered, their pulfe becomes quick and in- 
termitting, their ipirits flag, their affairs de- 
cline, their friends defert them, their con- 
fciences are roufed. Such things will often 
happen, Alas, what palenefs feizes the rud- 
dy cheek ! with what alarms do their hearts 
tremble ! what defpondence in the down- 
cafl eye ! what tremulous agitation in the 
feeble joints ! They have laid up no provi- 
fion for this tremendous hour. They never 
thought that their fun would fet : and he 
hath withdrawn his beams, and left them in 
nn unknown, bleak and defert country. But 

tell 

» Pfalm xliii. i, a, 3. 
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tell me in what ftate of life can a good man 
be placed, wherein a perfuafion of a fupreme 
Being, and a conviftion of his righteous and 
wife adminiftration, will not afford him joy 
and confolation ? In youth and old age, in 
health and ficknefs, in profperity and adver- 
fity, they are fuitable and fupporting (ubjefts 
of meditation. 

In the third place: The reprefentation 
which religion gives us of the nature of our 
prefent ftate and of the immortality of our 
fouls, infufes pleafure and hope into the mind. 
Amidft the ftruggles of human life, a good 
man looks forward to a better world with 
pleafing expectation. 

We are taught by religion, that the pre- 
fent life is a ftate of trial and difcipline, that 
we are placed here to aft a certain part which 
will be attended with confequences of the 
utmoft duration and higheft importance.— 
Without the knowledge and conviftion of 
thefe truths, what joy could we expeft to 
poflefs ? If we were of a ferious and thought- 
ful temper, and had only hope in this life, 
we (hould be of all creatures the moft mife- 
rable. On the other hand, the man who 
(hould run a perpetual round of diflipation 

and 
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and folly, whofe views were not extended 
beyond the fleeting term of human life, whofe 
imagination never (bared above that fpot of 
ground on which he trode, though he might 
eat, and drink, and laugh, and dance, and be 
merry, I fhould have no hefitation to pro- 
nounce that he was yet a ftranger to the 
pleafures that arc worthy of a reafonable 
being. 

Early in life we are apt to look upon this 
world as a very pleafant theatre, upon which 
we may aft a fhort but mirthful part. We 
are ready to fay, Let us rejoice in the days 
of our youth ; but we have not proceeded 
far till we meet with many things to make 
us fbber and thoughtful. We perceive an 
evident ililproportion between the pleafures 
of folly and the powers of a man, and we feek 
about for (bmething to liipport a difappointed, 
doubting, anxious mind. This is only to be 
found in religion. Religion teaches us that 
our bufinefs is important ; but that the proper 
difcharge of it will be attended with the moft 
beneficial confequences. It diicovers that 
there is a part allotted as fuitable to our fa- 
culties, and an exercife worthy of that nature 
which is beflowed on us. Under thefe views 

we 
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we caiinot fold our hands in idlenefs, nor 
weep becaufe we have nothing to do. Reli- 
gion, whilft it confecrates a regular, decent 
and inotFenfive behaviour, prefcribes the wor- 
thieft employments, as a fuitable exertion of 
our immortal powers. It difpofeth us to re- 
ceive profperity with that fedate and manly 
complacence which favourable circumftances 
are calculated to promote. It infpires a for- 
titude of fpirit which enables us to fuftain the 
aflaults of adverfity. The contemplation of 
immortality makes us regardlefs and almoft 
forgetful of the pains that we fufFer in our 
journey to it. It adminifters the beft confo- 
lation under thole diftreffing circumftances 
which every man, who thinks at all, muft 
expedt to meet with. I have in my eye at 
prefent the lofs of friends, of children, of 
connexions endeared by a thoufand ties. 
Such lofles are, and from the nature of things 
muft be, very frequent in the world. To 
part for a time is tolerable. But ah ! to part 
for ever, if this were the confequence of 
death, I ihould think of it with diftradion. 

The perfuafion of immortality, and the be- 
lief of a rcfurrc£t ion, were topics of joy and 
confolation, with the force of which the firft 

chriftians 
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chriftians were well acquainted^ and they of- 
ten apply them. It is the confidef ation ^ oF 
thefe doftrines that the apoftle Paul, in the 
fourth chapter of this epiftle, inculcates upwi' 
the ThefTalonians. After infifting upon therti 
with great energy, he concludes in this man-' 
ner, fVherefore comfort one another with thefe 
words ^. I think it impoflible for any perfbn 
to read our Saviour's difcourfe relating to 
this fubjeft, in the beginning and latter end 
of the fourteenth chapter of John's gofpel, 
without feeling a mixture of complacence 
and melancholy highly delightful to the 
heart. 

Upon the whole, I fubmit it to the deci- 
fion of every ferious hearer, whether the be- 
lief of a powerful, wife and merciful governor 
of the world, the prolpeft of a happy immor- 
tality, and an uniform practice of righteouf- 
nefs, are not juftand fufficient caufes for pro*- 
ducing an habitual joy and fatisfafltion in a 
man's mind ; whether they are not naturally 
calculated for banifliing gloom and difcon- 
tsnt, and for promoting cheefflilnefs. I fcarce- 
-ly think that any man can deny that they 
B are. 
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arc. There does not appear to me to be any 
refinement in this reafbning. I have avoided 
confidering any thing of a curious and fubtle 
nature, as the caufe of the joy which we re- 
ceive from chriftianity, becaufe, though fome 
fuch things nriight be fpecified, they are only 
partial caufes^ and do not extend to the gene- 
rality of chriftians ; whereas the confidera- 
tions which I have pointed out are of univer- 
(al influence* 

I might have confidered the peculiar doc- 
trines of chriftianity, fuch for inftance as the 
facrifice of (Thrift, the promife of the Spirit, 
the refurredion of the body, the appointment 
foour Saviour to be judge of the world, the 
condefcenfion, ^nd charity, and meeknefs of 
his charafter, as juft fburces of chriftian con- 
fblation and delight : but fuch a detail could 
not at prefent have been entered upon ; and I 
apprehend that every perfon will be fenfible,. 
that though thefc doftrines are dittcrent, and 
that the pleafure arifmg from the confidera- 
tion of them admits of different modifications, 
yet there are fome general ends which they 
all have in view, and fome common princi- 
ples by which they augment the joy of our 
eiinds. For inftance, does not the doArines 

of 
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of the fatisfadkion, of the refurreftion, of the 
appointment of Jefus as the judge of the 
world, and the recolleftion of his charadler, 
all confpire in producing thefe confequences, 
to afcertain us of the placability and favour 
of God, and to ftrengthen our faith in a hap- 
py immortality ? The dodrine of the divine 
afliftance is certainly moft comfortable. But 
is it not chiefly felt, if I may fay fo, when 
the dodrine is realized, when the Spirit ope- 
rateth upon the minds of men in engaging 
them to bring forth the fruits of righteouf- 
nefs, piety, charity, and in confirming their 
hopes of eternal happinefs ? Thus I have all 
along had refped to thefe dodtrines as the 
principal foundations of our joy. Let us now 
attend to fome reflections which naturally 
arife from what has been laid. 

lii the firft place : Is it not plain that we 
ought to confider religion as our befl: friend, 
and the fburce of our trueft and moft perma- 
ment joy ? If we are ftrangers to its power 
and influence, we muft be ftrangers to the 
nobleft and moft fubftantial pleafures of hu- 
man life. For I would alk any man, what 
pleafures he can compare with thofe refulting 
from a well-governed mind, and a right-re- 
B 2 gulated 
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gulatcd praAice, from the contemplation oi 
Him who is the fountain of all excellence, 
from the pro(pe£t of dwelling for ever with 
G(A and with Jefus Chrift, of enjoying an 
eternal Icrenity, undifturbed by thofe cala- 
mities and dangers to which we are here ex- 
pofed, uninterrupted by thofe doubts and mif- 
givings, which here deprefs us, unobfcured 
by that ignorance and darknefs which we 
here lament ? Tell me, ye who know the 
human heart, ye who generouily feel for the 
Woes of others, ye who exult in the happi- 
nefs of your neighbour, tell me in what light 
ye confider thofe who would ravifli from mor- 
tals fuch folacing and elevating joys ? Are not 
thefe the men to whom the woe pronounced 
by our benevolent Redeemer is juftly appli- 
cable, ff^oe unto you Scribes and Pharifees^for 
ye neither go into the kingdom of Heaven your- 
fehez^ nor Juffer them that are entering to 
goinK 

But the pleafures of the world will ftill 
allure. And by engaging our minds to en- 
tertain a juft value for thefe that have been 
juft now mentioned, muft we (acrifice the 

reft? 
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jrcft ? muft wc banifh focial mirth, renounce 
agreeable company, aiwl relinquiflx every in- 
pocent diverfion ? Where, my brethren, the 
neceffity for this ? Shall men be Co foolifli a$ 
to fuppofe things to be iiKompatibk, which^ 
from their very nature, can never be well re-f 
liflied but when conjoined i For my part, I 
believe that no man ever exifted whofe mind 
was folely and for ever occupied with the 
concerns of vif tue and religion, important as 
they are. Such a temper is incompatible with 
humanity. But is the perfon worthy tha 
name of a man, whofe life is wholly takon 
up with mirth, company and diverfion ? If 
the things of this world and of the next wera 
properly tempered together, do ye really think 
wc fhould be lofers as to ourpleafurcs or our 
dignity I Do ye really think that a virtuous 
and religious man will receive ^fe jdeafure 
in company, or at a feaft, in any public qt 
private amuiement, becaufe he is virtuous 
and religious? I know the graunda upoi^ 
which fuch an opinioLX fVands; mere milap-. 
preheniion, weak ^eafoning,^ and partial obn 
iervation. I will only at pi^eiknt appeal to 
fa£k. Do ye not know fome of the very beft 
and moft pious of your accjuaintance, that 
B s enter 
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enter with proper relifh into all the genuine 
and untainted plealures that refult from the 
various incidents of human life ? They do not, 
indeed, {pend all their time in thefe. But in 
this are they not true followers of pleafure ? 
Howirkibme does perpetual purfuit and reite- 
rated enjoyment render thefe things ! how 
fbon do they pall upon the fenfc, and wear 
out the appetite ! how fhamefuUy do they 
degrade the foul, and fink the charafter! 
Give them their juft room, and I acknow- 
ledge them, I feel them agreeable: Exalt 
them to a place they do not merit, and their 
littlenefs becomes conlpicuous- Let us, there- 
fore, hold fafi our integrity "*, * and the profef- 
Jion of our faith without wavering " ; perfuaded 
that by fb doing, we adhere to our bcft in- 
terefts. 

In the fecond place : We may difcern the 
impropriety of confidering religion as feverc, 
gloomy, and unfriendly to human delight. 
Reprefentations of this kind are frequent; 
but they are unjuft and pernicious. That 
they are unjuft appears from the tenor of the 
preceding difcourfe : and that they are per- 
nicious 

• Job xxvii. 5, 6, f Heb. x. 13. 
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lucious can fcarcely be difputed. Truth and 
utility are generally luppofed to be coinci- 
dent: and in the prefent cafe, experience 
lufficiently confirms the maxim. A more ef- 
feftual method could pot be devifed to pre- 
vent the Ipread and influence of religion, A 
very elegant writer, who, though no profef- 
fed diylne, has done efTential feryice to reli- 
gion, illuftrates this obfervation very agree- 
ably by a fimilitude drawn from fcripturc hif-r 
tory. ** Thofe,'* fays he, ** who reprefent 
*V religion in an unamiable light, are like the 
** fpies fentby Mofes to make a difcovery of 
** thelandof promife, when, by their reports, 
** they difcouraged the people from entering 
*^ upon it. Thofe who (hew us the joy, the 
** cheerfulnefs, the good humour that natu- 
rally fpring up in this happy ftate, are like 
the fpies bringing along with them the 
*^ clufters of grapes and delicious fruits that 
** might invite their conipanions into the 
** country that produced them.'* If we would 
wifh to recomniend religion, it is but juftice 
tp it to exhibit it in the form that is moft apt 
Jo win and to engage. If we confider the 
chara^er of our Saviour, it is full of the moft 
anuabie, gentle, and engaging virtues. The 
B 4 ftrottg 
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ftrong and perpetually prefent inipreflion of 
divine things -which was upon his mind, 
made it natural that he ihould not enter 
warmly into thofe fcenes that are calculated 
for givmg innocent pleafure and enjoyment 
to ordinary mortals. But he was fometimes-- 
prefent at them ; he exprefled no difapproba- 
tion of them ; and the whole complexion of 
his life fliews a moft exalted purity » without 
any mixture of forbidding aufterity. Blefled 
be God, we live in an age when the fmccrity 
of our religion will not be eftiroated by the 
dcmurenefs of our look> or the fullennefs of 
our demeanour. Let us (hew it by more fub- 
ftantial and lefs equivocal marks ; by an uni- 
form integrity and that general good temper 
which is not merely conflitutional, but de- 
rived from a clear confcience and a fervent 
faith. 

Thirdly: Let the confideration of the joys 
wliich true religion permits, determine us 
more ftrongly againft all unlawful pleafures. 
Our duty and our intereft are ftrongly con- 
• nefted together. If we view things foberly, 
we have the greateft reafon to be thankful 
that God has allowed us fb many caufes of 
joy and rejoicing. To dcfire more difcovcrs 

the 
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the higheft ingratitude. We are, in fome 
meafure, ftill in the condition of our firft pa- 
rents. We have a great variety of enjoy- 
ments left us. Inftead of the fruit of one 
tree that was forbidden them, there are in- 
deed many which we are prohibited to tafte. 
If we venture on them notwithflanding, the 
confequencc will be the iame. We fhall 
feci compuuftion and remorfe incomparably 
ftronger than aU the delight we can derive 
from them. Let us, therefore, refift all {o- 
licitations and enticements to that which is 
evil. Let a fcnfe of duty, the feelings of 
gratitude, and frequent refle<5tion upon our 
enjoyments, excite us to maintain an equal 
and uniform luftre of virtue and religion. 
Liftcad of wantonly defiringto range through 
die field of unliqfiited indulgence, let us cpn- 
jfine ourfelves within the circle of virtuous 
gratification. Thus, my brethren, our lives 
ihallbe happy, our deaths ferene, and t)ur 
linmortality glorious. 
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SERMON II, 

John xv. 15, 

Henceforth I call you not fervants ; for the 
fcrvant knoiveth not what his lord doth : 
but I have called you friends. 

1 HE different circumftances of men in 
fociety, with their different connexions and 
views, afford juft reafon for their obferving 
a different kind of conduct in relation to one 
another. Diftance, refervc, and a partial 
opening of the heart are very proper on fome 
occalions ; and though we have an undoubt- 
ed claim to every inftance of humanity from 
all thofe who (hare the fame nature^ with 
ourfelves, it does not follow that we have 
the fame title to require or expeft their fa- 
miliarity and friendlhip. To give thefe their 
true value, they muft be a voluntarj' offer- 
ing, and proceed from a deliberate determi- 
nation of the will. If this were not the 
cafe, arid if all men were to be treated in the 

fame 
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fame manner, familiarity and friendfliip would 
be terms quite unknown, and one general 
word would fufficiently denote that uniform 
afFe6Hon which would equally be due to the 
whole fpecies. But the diftinftion that has 
now been mentioned is evidently well found- 
ed ; and our Saviour had it in his eye when 
he uttered the words of the text. Henceforth 
I call you not fervants ; for the fervant know- 
eth not what his lord doth : but I have called 
you friends. 

Our divine mafter, when he entered upon 
his public miniftry, had lelefted a few fol- 
lowers to whom he gradually difclofed the 
defign of his miffion, and revealed the doc- 
trines of falvation. In proportion as their 
minds were enlightened and expanded by the 
force of divine truth, he proceeded to open up 
to them the lecret things of the kingdom of 
God, and accompanied his communications 
with every inftance of (incere and affedlionate 
attachment. To leave upon their hearts the 
moft lafting impreflions of his condcfcenfion 
and goodnefs, he even difdains not to fubmit 
to a fervile office in their favour, and adds the 
moft tender affurance, that he acknowledges 

o 

bis connexion with them, as ariiing not merely 

from 
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from authority, but from friendfhip. Hence^ 
forth I call you notJervantSy but I have called 
you friends. From this time forward I con-^ 
fidcr you not in the hght of diftance and fub- 
je^Slion, but as connc£ted with me by much 
nobler and more endearing ties, even thofe 
of friendfliip : and coiifequently as having a 
right to all the marks of the moft cordial re-t ^ 
gard, and obhgcd to all the inftances of duty 
and affection which this relation merits and 
requires. What was faid immediately to the 
ApoiUes, and applied in a particular manner 
to them, extends, in a certain degree, to every 
good chriftian, and is delivered for the in- 
ftruftion and comfort of all fuch. And I 
have made choice of thefe words at this time, 
as furnifhing proper fcope foj a difcourfe oi\ 
the advantages refulting from that intimate 
relation into which our Saviour thus condef-j 
cends to receive his followers. 

I have no doubt but the apoftles and firft 
difciples of our Lord, who were admitted tQ 
the frecft an4 fullefl perfonal intercourfe with 
him, muft have had a fenfe of the impor** 
tancc and felicity of that intercourfe, fupe- 
rior to what almoft any chriAian can now 
attaixi. I'erhaps funilar feelings indulged by 
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US in the very fame degree to which the na- 
tural principles of the mind, and the peculiar 
circumftances of the times would carry them 
in the cafe of the apoftles, might in fome 
refpe^ls be confidered as proceeding from a 
fpirit of enthufiafm, which, though it may 
be frequently amiable, is alfo frequently dan- 
gerous. But we are to remember, as a coun- 
terpoife to the happinefs of the apoftles, that 
they were called forth to the moft uncom- 
mon trials of their faith and patience, and 
that, as they had many diftingui(hed oppor- 
tunities of cherifhing the tender feelings of 
the heart, and of confirming their faith in 
Jefus, fb alfo they were under many peculiar 
temptations to (lipprefs the former, and to 
renounce the latter. 

The deiign of theie remarks is to intro- 
duce an obfervation with regard to the me- 
thod now jpropofed, namely, that in furvey'^ 
ing the advantages refulting from that rela- 
tion of friendftiip into which the Sou of Go4 
admits his followers, I am chiefly to take 
notice of thofe which I believe might ocx:\ir 
to a chriftiati of a pious and fober tttra of 
tnind, who (hould fet himfelf at this period 
deliberately to confider the fubjed, and who 

fhould 
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Ihould be more careful to declare with fim- 
plicity the ingenuous feelings of his breaft, 
than to fay things which might furprife, 
inflame, or excite a powerful, but tranfient 
ccftafy. ^ 

In the firft place I would remark, that the 
confcioufnefs of poflefling the friendfliip of 
one, who difcovered fuch a temper and cha- 
rafter as ihone in our Saviour, muft be a 
fource of very high gratification, even ab- 
ftrafting from every confideration of profit 
with which it is attended. 

There are fome principles, in the truth 
of which good and bad men are agreed* 
The fole difference, and indeed it is a very 
eilential one, confifls in tlie application of 
them. For inftance, That happinefs ought 
to be the fupreme purfuit of mankind, is 
univerfally acknowledged. The great quef- 
lion is. How it may be obtained ? No one, 
I think, can deny that every innocent and 
virtuous gratification is a natural and juft ob- 
jcft of our wiflics ; and if the confcioufnefs 
of our having the friendfhip of a wife and 
worthy perfbn affords fuch a gratification, it 
i$ undoubtedly one genuine fource of happi- 
ne&. That a confcioufnefs of this kind does 

afford 
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afford an innocent and virtuous gratification, 
5t will not require much attention to be con- 
vinced. People who have lived long, and 
been almoft wholly engrofled by the objects 
of ambition or avarice, are apt to eftimatc 
every thing by its tendency to purchale pow- 
er or riches. And fuch men pafs for being 
wonderfully fhrewd, and for having acquired 
a thorough knowledge of the world. But in 
truth they have only viewed it in one par- 
ticular light: they have confidered men 
merely as they appear engaged in political or 
commercial purfuits. But there are very 
many portions of human life which muft be 
occupied with other concerns, and other plea- 
fures. I appeal to the experience of my hear-' 
ers, if the converfation or prefence of a friend, 
or even the recoUedlion of his amiable qua- 
lities, does not allay many griefs, and heigh- 
ten many joys, even where he is not able to 
xeinove the canfes of the one, and has no 
connexion, as the world is apt to judge of 
connexion, with the objeds of the other. 
Is not this the fecret working of providence, 
ivhich hath united men by many other ties 
befides that of intereft, or the power of pro- 
moting each others fecular views ? 

' If 
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If a good man is confined in a dungeon, 
the reflection that he has the approbation and 
(ympathy of a virtuous friend under his un- 
juft fufFerings, will have a powerful tenden- 
cy to fupport him, though he fliould be de- 
barred from enjoying his company by the 
clofenefs of his prifbn, the feverity of hi$ 
keeper, or the diftance of a thoufand miles : 
while the wealth of worlds could not fupport 
a tyrant in the fame circumftances, confcious 
as he muft be that he merits univcrfal detef- 
tation. It is a law in the material world, 
that if one body is put in motion, and ftrikes 
another, it lofes fo much of the force with 
which it was impelled, and communicates it 
to that other. In like manner, it is a law in 
the moral world, that fvmpathy, either per- 
ceived in another, or rcflcdled on as aftually 
exerted, heightens our pleafures, and allevi- 
ates our pains. The very knowledge or re- 
coUedtion of a virtuous friendfhip, I do main- 
tain it, will pour balm into the feftcred foul, 
and revive the dejcfted fpirit, when gold, 
that idol of the world, cannot purchafc the 
fintlleft relief or confolation. In exquifitc 
piiiit incurable difeafc, or the inrunediate 
profpcd of death, riches lofe all their luftrc, 

and 
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and the purfuits of ambition, like objefts 
thrown at a diftance, appear altogether dimi- 
nutive. Turn your views to fcenes of this 
kind, and you will feel the difference be- 
tween a fplendid apartment, a foft bed, nu- 
merous attendants, fkilful phyficians, which 
the worft of men may often command, and 
the afFefkion and approbation of one virtuous 
friend. I put the matter ftrongly, becaufe 
men are often infenfible to the plaineft truths ; 
of which clafs I hold this propofition to be 
one, that the confcioufnefs of poffeffing fuch 
a virtuous friendfliip, abftrafted from every 
external advantage it may bring, affords a 
high gratification to the mind. I need only 
add, that the more excellent the perfon is 
with whom we are connefted by this tie, 
the greater will be the enjoyment arifing 
from it. But the charafter of Chrift, confi- 
dered as exhibiting 'every neceflary qualifica- 
tion for the moft endearing friendfliip, is 
truly ftriking. What meeknefs, what con- 
defcenfion, what humane and generous fen- 
timents, what. tender and afFedlionate feel- 
ings did he difplay on a thoufand occafions ! 
Recoiled his lamentations over Jerufalem : 
behold his tears at the tomb of Lazarus : 

C fee 
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lee his beloved difciple leaning on his bofom : 
accompany him while he walks with his 
difciples to Emmaus : review the hiftory 
of his whole life : hear his fubUme difcourfes : 
attend to his juft, yet mild rebukes : liften 
to the fpirit and fervour of his prayers, and 
fay, is it poflible for your hearts to be unaf- 
fefted, uninterefted, uninflamed ? O that I 
knew where I might Jind him^ that I might 
come.unto him^ even unto his feat "" I 

I believe there are very few readers of the 
golpel who will not allow that the peculiar 
attachment which our Saviour fhewed to 
John, muft have imparted a very Angular 
fatisfaftion to that difciple. Confider what 
conftitutes the real and effential felicity oi 
human nature, and I doubt if ever any one 
enjoyed fb large a portion of it as this happy 
man, though he was neither rich, nor pow- 
erful, nor flattered, nor gratified in any 
worldly paflion, nor exempted from the fe- 
vered perfecutions. Confider the ftate of 
the apoftles in general The pleafure they 
had in fitting at the feet of Jefus, and 
hearing his inflru^ons while he remained 

on 
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qn earth, and their ardent wiflics to be ab^ 
fentfnm the body and prefent with the Lord 
after his afcenfion into Heaven, are not only 
free from all erroneous enthufiafrn, but per- 
fectly natural, and what every one might ex- 
peft in their circumftances. I do not fay 
that the confcioufnefs of our Saviour^s friend- 
fhip, which is promifed to all his diiciples, 
will afFe£k us fo powerfully as it did thofe 
with whom he converfed, who witneffed his 
living virtues, who law his face, and heard 
the gracious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth. Faith muft fall fhort of vilion ; but 
will it have no efFe£k at all ? Or muft not 
every well-difpofed mind be deeply fenfible 
of its influence ? But, my brethren, the plea- 
fore refulting from a fenfe of the attachment 
of the moft worthy charadler in the world, 
is not the fble or chief advantage proceeding 
from the friendftiip of our Saviour. It is at- 
tended with the moft beneficial efFefts, and 
exerted in the moft efFeftual manner for 
procuring and conveying the greateft blef- 
fings. 

Friend/hip is naturally a£kive. It exerts 

itfclf in profecuting ufeful plans, and in bef- 

towing agreeable tokens of its fincerity and 

C 2 ardour. 
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ardour. And all that is revealed in the gof- 
pel of Jefus Chrift, and all the great and 
heroic things that he did and endured, are 
inftances of his love and attachment to his 
followers equally beautiful and beneficial. 
The do<Strines which he inculcated, tending 
at once to the comfort and to the fandifica- 
tion of human nature, the precepts which he 
enjoined for the government of our hearts 
and lives, the example which he exhibited 
of every excellence, the inftitution of hi^ 
laft fupper, the affurances of his continual 
regard and affiftance ; what are they all but 
fo many fubftantial memorials of the pureft 
and nobleft friendfhip ? 

Surely the leaft attention to human nature 
will fhew that thefe are to be accounted 
bleflings of the firft importance. They will 
bear to be tried by every teft, and viewed on 
every fide. If you confider them as produc- 
tive of the moft peaceful and fublime enjoy- 
ments ; if you contemplate them as proper 
to form the minds and nunners of youth, to 
reftrain their impetuofity , to exalt their aims, 
and to render them both lovely and honoura- 
ble ; as no lefs fit for adminiftering fupport 
and joy to declining years; as engaging men 

to 
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to improve profperity to the worthieft pur- 
pofes, and helping them to bear affli(aion 
With a manly firmnefs; as adding dignity to 
the higheft ftations, and rendering obfcurity 
itfelf illuftrious ; muft not their value on all 
thefe accounts be acknowledged and admired ? 
Ah, my brethren, what manner of men 
ihould we be, if the doctrine and -example of 
Jefus had their full efFeft upon us ! Of how 
many fiftitious wants fhould we be cured, 
with what moderation fhould we receive, and 
with what magnanimity refign what are 
commonly called the gifts of fortune ! Were 
*he do<ftrines of life and immortality deeply 
imprelled on our minds, the fb much dreaded 
forms of old age, and pain, and ficknefs, and 
ibrrow, to whom we muft pay fbme tribute 
in our way to Heaven, though their counte- 
nances may be ftern, yet would not terrify us 
greatly. If we live fequeftered in the vale 
of folitude and poverty, and read and prac- 
tife the golpel, and review the memorials of 
our Saviour's friendihip, we Ihall ]ook up to 
the great without either admiration or envy ; 
and enjoying green herbs and contentment, 
which honeft labour and virtuous exercife 
iiave prepared us for tafting with pleafure, 
C 3 we 
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we fhall not repine that we do not (hare in 
the pernicious luxury of the rich. But if the 
honours and pofTefHons of this world fhould 
be beftowed upon us, the gofpel, that inva- 
luable legacy of Chrift to his friends, will 
teach us to add the true luftre to thefe by un^ 
tainted integrity, univerfal humanity, and a 
defire to feize every opportunity of doing 
good. 

I might render the illuftration of this 
fubjedl much fuller : but what has been faid 
will be fufficient to evince, that the bleffings 
I mentioned, when I entered on this topic 
of my difcourfe, are of the firft importance^ 
and that the friendfliip which gives a right 
to them, brings along with it the moft et 
fential advantages. 

The fpirit of the world, indeed, foftered 
by avarice, a fpirit which they who arc ac- 
tuated by it do fbmetimes blufh to own, fug- 
gefts an opinion, that nothing can be an ade- 
quate exertion, or infallible evidence of 
friendfliip, but what contributes, in fome 
way or another, to a man's influence, or to 
his figure in life. As if a purple robe were 
a defence againfl: pain, remorfe, defpair, or 
death ! or^ as if riches that are faid, and I 

believe. 
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believe, often thought to be able to purchaic 
every thing, could buy the pleafures of a good 
confcience, and exemption from the flings 
of a bad one, a happy exit out of this world, 
or a right to the tree of life ! Ti Jimple onesj 
haw long will ye love JtmpUcity^ f Ye are 
wife in the efteem of the children of this 
world ; but liften to the verdid of a more 
impartial jury; let reafbn, experience and 
infpiration Ipeak. Since the creation of the 
world, mere riches or power could never 
render a human creature truly great, or truly 
happy. But I could mention many who are 
juftly confidered as lights of the world, who, 
though deftitute of every g^udy trapping, 
and without any one of the boafled advan- 
tages of life, will (hine for ?ver with the 
luflre of conunanding virtue. Think of thofe 
who had neither ftafF, nor fcrip, nor change 
of raiment, and of whom the world was not 
worthy. Where indeed are the people cele- 
brated in the annals of time who do not 
glory in rewarding the poverty and the merit 
of fome of their anceftors ? . Reflei^ on thefe 
and a thoufand things that will occur, and 

f PrcT. i. aa. 
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be perfuaded that, in renouncing the vani- 
ties and grandeurs which you are too apt to 
admire, in revealing the doftrines of life 
and immortaUty, in exhibiting a pattern of 
perfeft virtue, in offering to lead you by 
his Spirit in the paths of righteoufnefs, and 
in reconcihng you to God by his cro(s, 
your Matter hath given you the moft va- 
luable and durable niarks of his friendfhip 
and regard. 

But to mention a little more particularly 
one of the moft important advantages re- 
lulting from the friendfhip of Chrift; I 
mean that fecurity and thofe hopes which it 
gives a man in the approach of death. 

A wife man prepares againft many pof- 
fible evils which may never befal him. But 
how foolifhly improvident is it not to pre- 
pare againft an evil that is certain ! In youth 
it is wife to make provifion for old age, to 
lay up in early years the confolations which 
piety and aftive virtue can procure, to fup- 
port the feeble and tottering fteps of four- 
fcore. Yet we may never arrive at that pe- 
riod. But death, we are fure, is an event 
that will inevitably take place. The charms 
of forcerers, the hoards of mifers, the Ikill 

of 
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of phyficians, the ftrength of guards, can 
neither (bothe, nor bribe, nor terrify, nor 
elude that awful meffenger. How defirable 
is it then that we (hould be prepared to meet 
him with alacrity, and fortitude! Death, my 
brethren, is naturally a tremendous form, 
and we ftand in need of aid when called to 
encounter it. It will introduce us to a new 
and unknown country ; and we fhall figh for^ 
fome friendly conduftor to take us by the 
hand. If in this ftruggle, and the fcene that 
fucceeds it, the father could enjoy the com- 
pany of his fon, the hufband the Ibciety of 
his wife, and if brothers could lend each other 
affiftance, it might infpire fome courage. 
But nature forbids the intercourfe. Yet the 
chriftian who relies on the promifes of Jefus, 
knows that he fhall not engage in that ftrug- 
gle, nor enter on that fcene alone or unfup- 
ported. When he walks through the valley of 
the jhadow of deaths he will fear no evil^ for 
the Lord, the (hepherd of fouls, is with him^ 
his rod and his Jiaff Jhall comfort him"^. Re- 
coUefting the gracious declaration of Jefus, 
Whofoever doth the will of my Father who is 

in 
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in Heaven^ the fame is my mother^ and Jijier^ 
and brother^ his fluttering heart is inlpired 
with courage, and elated with hope : he 
departs in peace to his native land, trufting 
to the guidance and protection of his almigh- 
ty Friend. Where now are ye, ye gilded 
profpefts, ye gay delufions, ye pleafing dreams ? 
Where now are all the boafted fchemes and 
hopes of the covetous, the voluptuous, and 
the vain? Lo! They are vaniflied, they are 
nothing : and a ferene, a happy death is all 
in all. You cannot deny the doftrine ; but 
do you doubt the power of the friendfliip of 
Jefus ? Do you doubt that a confcioufncfs of 
it is able to confer this compofure, and thi? 
felicity? Confult the apoftles: inquire at 
the martyrs : recoiled the laft moments of 
the beft men whom you have; known to die 
in the full exercife of their reafon. Let them 
bear witnefs : to them I appeal. 



' Matthew xii, 50. 



SERMON 



SERMON III. 

2 Kings viii. 13. 

And Hazael faidy But tJuhatj is thy fervant a 
dogy that hejhoulddo this great thing? 

It happened that Ben«-hadad king of Syria 
when he was lick, heard of the prophet Eli- 
ftia's being at Damafcus. Prompted by a 
curiofity about the future that feems natural 
to man, and anxious to know before-hand ^ 
the event of his diftemper, he fends Hazael, 
one of his minifters and favourites, to inquire 
of the prophet whether he (hould recover or 
not ? In obedience to his mafter's commands, 
Hazael went to execute his commiflion, and 
according to the cuftom of thofe days, took 
along with him a prefent of every good thing 
of Damafcus. In the moft refpeftful manner 
he delivers his meflage ; for he ftood before 
the prophet and faid, ^hy fan Benhadad king 
af Syria hath fent me to thee^ f^yi^gj Shall I 
recover of this difeafef The anfwer of Eliflia 

was 
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was myfterious, and probably not perfectly 
underftood by Hazael. Goy fays the prophet, 
fay unto him^ T*hou mayft certainly recover \ 
howbeity the Lord hath /hewed me ^ that he /hall 
furely die. Then fixing his countenance ftea- 
dily for fome time, and exhibiting the moft 
natural and ftriking ligns of inward emotion 
and agitation of {pirit, he began to weep. 
Surprized at his tears, Hazael inquired the 
caufe, and he anfwered in thefe remarkable 
words : Becau/e I know the evil that thou wilt 
Jo to the children of Ifrael\ their frong holds 
wilt thou /et on fire y and their young men wilt 
thou fay with the fword^ and wilt da/h their 
children^ and rip up their women with child. 
Such barbarous and cruel deeds feemed fo 
(hocking, that in the words of our text, Ha- 
zael, in the ftrongeft manner, exprelTes his 
deteftation of them. And Hazael faid^ But 
whaty is thy fervant a dog^ that he fhould do 
this great thing? 

It does not appear that this anfwer of Ha- 
zael was the efFeft of hypocrily, or any artful 
defign to conceal his real fentiments ; it pro- 
ceeded from the natural and immediate dic- 
tates of his heart. Yet from the atrocious 
crime he committed the very next day in 

murder- 
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murdering his mafter, we have no reafon to 
doubt, that in the war which he afterwards 
carried on ag^iinft the united armies of the 
kings of Ifrael and Judah, the prophet's pre- 
diftion was fully accompliflied. And, indeed, 
when we attend to what pafles in the world, 
we muft be fenfible that the cafe of Hazael^ 
though it may be uncommon in its degree, 
is far from being fingular in its kind. 

To trace, then, the caufcs of this aftonifti- 
ing ignorance of ourfelves, appears to be a 
fubjeft of very general ufe and importance. — 
When the caufes of a difeafe are diftinftly 
known, the application of proper remedies 
will prove more eafy and more certain. I 
intend, therefore, in the following difccurfe, 
to point out (bme of the principal reafons, 
upon which the ignorance of wicked men, 
concerning themfelves, and the ftrange par- 
tiality in their judgments as to their future 
conduft, are founded ; and to conclude with 
a few praftical iiiferences from what is de- 
livered. 

In entering upon my {ubjeft, I would re- 
mark, that ignorance of ourfelves is of two 
kinds; ignorance with regard to our paft 
actions, and ignorance as to the future con- 

duft 
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duft wc fhall maintain in life. Of the firft 
kind the fcripture affords us a very remarka- 
ble inftance in the cafe of David, who, in- 
duced by the ftriking allegory of Nathan, 
unknowingly pafled the fevereft fentence 
upon himfelf. But it is ignorance of the fe- 
cond kind I mentioned, of which there is fb 
ftrong an example exhibited to us in the 
text, which I now purpofe to confider. — 
Hazael was fb blind to his own charafter, 
that he believed himfelf wholly incapable of 
the crimes which he afterwards committed. 
Whence could this proceed ? Or how does 
it happen, that the declarations of men, in 
fimilar circumftances, are fo little to be re- 
lied upon ? 

The firfl and mofl obvious caufe of this 
ignorance of men, proceeds from the total 
want of attention to, and reflexion upon their 
real characters and tempers. Is it furprifing 
that a man fhould be ignorant of a fubjeft 
which he has never confidered ? Is the mean- 
eft art and employment of life to be learned 
without fbme pains and application? It is 
needlefs to give a particular inftance in any 
one profeffion ; for it holds true in every one 
of them, that before any perfbn underftands 

it. 
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it, he muft be taught by another, or beftow 
labour and diligence himfelf. Can we expeft 
that the general rule is not to take place with 
rcfpeft to the knowledge of our own minds ? 
But are not a thoufand fubjefts of lefs utility 
and importance, more the fubjedls of our re- 
flexion and meditation, than our own hearts 
and tempers ? For rendering fubjefts more 
plain and intelligible, the ingenuity of men 
has devifed various methods, and thefe me- 
thods are attended to by thofe whofe concern 
it is ; but inftead of ufing and applying thofe 
rules which might be proper and ufeful, in 
order to make us acquainted with ourfelves, 
are not moft men more anxious to find out a 
variety of expedients, by which they may 
fortify and confirm themfelves in their ig- 
norance ? Need I point out to you that en- 
tire diflipation of thought, that unremitting 
purfuit of pleafure, that perpetual levity, 
which are confidered not only as arts to ob- 
tain prelent gratifications, but partly profe- 
cuted with the very view I mentioned be- 
fore, to keep men ftrangers to themfelves, 
their tempers, and their difpofitions ? Can 
you name an enemy that feems more to be 
an objedl of fear to great numbers than re- 

fledtion ? 



4 - 



48 SERMON III. 

fleftion? In this fituation, it would be next 
to a miracle if a man were not ignorant of 
himfelf. 

I acknowledge that one muft be, in fbme 
meafure, conlcious of what pafles in his mind. 
The objefts he purfues muft be perceived by 
him ; he muft feel the paffions he is perpe- 
tually endeavouring to gratify. But thefe 
are merely fafts which he remembers to-day^ 
but forgets to-morrow. To the generality 
of men they are like dividing the waiters of 
a river by your hand ; it is no fooner removed 
than the ftream joins, and you can difcern 
no mark where the breach was. For in- 
ftance, what courfe of life may we fuppofe 
Hazael to have led before his interview with 
the prophet ? Educated at the court of a 
powerful monarch, by whofe favour he pof- 
feffed a high place, would it be a Angular 
cafe, if he had devoted his whole time to the 
funftions of his office, and the indulgence of 
his defires ? It had, perhaps, been frequently 
a queftion with him. How (hall I preferve 
and encreafe my power ? But he had, proba- 
bly, never aflced himfelf. What have I done 
to difgrace my ftation ? or, How (hall I aft 
to be worthy of the favour and dignity which 

I enjoy ? 
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I enjoy ? Thofe features of his former cha- 
raAer, which might have given a man of 
penetration caufe to fufpeft, that in cafe he 
(hould arrive at fupreme power, he would 
aft the cruel Icenes which the prophet pre- 
difted, Hazael himfelf had, probably, never 
attended to in any other manner, than as a 
man beholding his natural face in a glafs : 
for he beholdeth himfelf and goeth his way^ 
and flraightway forgetteth what manner of 
man he was^. But even this fupine thought- 
leflhefs and inattention, is not the only, nor, 
perhaps^ the chief caufe why bad men form 
fb partial a judgment in their own favour, 
and believe that they are free from the vices 
which lurk in fome fecret corner of the 
heart, and which wait but for a proper feafon 
to unfold themfclves. 

To account, then, for this more fully, I 
would obferve in the fecond place, that there 
is implanted in man a natural abhorrence of 
that which is evil, and a natural fympathy 
for the fufFerings of others. Though we are 
in a corrupted and depraved ftate, yet in thefe 
refpeds we bear the marks of a divine origi- 
D nal. 

•Jamesi. a3, 84, 
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nal. The foul of man^ which is the work-' 
ipanfhip of God^ is at variance^ in its {eDti-* 
ments at leaft, with every cruel and barba-* 
rous a£lion. Allow the unprejudiced and 
genuine feelings of the heart to judge, and 
nature itfelf will not err in applauding the 
virtuous and the worthy part, and condemn* 
ing the contrary. If we convey our thoughts 
back to paft ages, and obferve tyrants depo- 
pulating kingdoms, and innocent fubjefts 
fuffering under their rod, does not an honeft 
indignation fpring up againft the former, and 
a powerful fympathy exert itfelf in favour of 
the latter ? By his cruel decree, Herod fills 
the ftreets of Bethlehem and the coafts round 
about with lamentation, weeping, and great 
mourning. Herod, the barbarous deed has 
devoted thy name to infamy thro' all ages. 

Ye wretched mothers, while humanity re- 
mains, the tear of pity and of virtue will ne* 
Ver be denied as a tribute due to your fuf<* 
ferings! 

Now, this abhorrence of evil, and this 
fympathy and forrow for the miferies of 
others, are not principles which are confined 
to the virtuous and religious ; they naturally 
operate upon all. By a feries of wicked ac- 
tions, 
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tliDtis, the impious try to ftifle, and to over- 
come them ; but till they are trampled upon 
a thousand times, they are not totally ex- 
tinguifhed. A filent and a feared confci- 

. cnce, is not an eafy or fpeedy acquifition. 

When, therefore, cruel and barbarous ac- 
tions are reprefented to us, we recoil, as it 
were, from the thought of them. If the 
paffions which prompt to them are afleep, 
(and this will often be the cafe with the 
worft of men) the better principles of our 
nature refiime a fhare of their native vigour, 
stnd we cailnot perfuade durfelves that we 
Would really praftife what we fo fincerely 
abhor, or occafion to others thofe fufFerings 
Which excite our pity to thofethat feel them. 
Let us obferve, whether the cafe mentioned 
ih the text does not confirm this reafoning. 
Surely to faVage a country with fire and 
fword, to maffacre men, women and chil- 
dren, not to relent at the cry of innocence j 
td fteel the heart againft the telrs of a de- 
ffcficelefs mother, ahd not to fpare feven the 
hfelt)lefs, uncomplaining babe Who had never 
feen the light, are deeds of the utmoft iiihu- 

• manity. 'f he man who could look forward, 

aftd view hihifelf as the authc^ of thefir, 
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would be more than a monfter. At thxi 
time Hazael was removed from every thing 
that might excite his vicious appetite. In. 
the prefence of a perfon whofe very appear- 
ance made him the objeft of reverence, he 
could not but feel the natural rifings of his 
foul in favour of virtue and goodnefs. la 
this fituation, was it any wonder that this 
man, habitually unacquainted with himlelf, 
fhould exclaim againft his being capable of 
thofe crimes, the very naming of which chill 
the blood, and overwhelm the foul? But 
what^ is thy fervant a dog^ that he Jhould do 
this great thing? By being capable of fb 
atrocious deeds, I (hould not only renounce 
the principles of virtue, but the very nature 
of a man. 

In the third place : The partiality which 
bad men (how in judging of themfelves, and 
their ignorance of their real charafters, arc 
partly founded in the nature of vice. 

Vice, when it is continued, not only cor- 
njpts the heart, but perverts the judgment. 
By its deceitfulnefs man is hardened againft 
the fenfe of thofe crimes he has already com- 
mitted, and, what is ftranger ftill, while his 
heart condemns them in others, he continues 

to 
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to commit them himfelf, without being fen- 
fible that he is guilty of them. Vice is the 
greateft, perhaps the only forcerefs upon the 
face of the earth, Thofe who drink of her 
cup, becoming intoxicated with it, do not per- 
ceive objefts in their true and proper hght. 
Like men infedled with fome difeafes which 
confer the fame colour upon every thing they 
look at, the vicious often view themlelves, 
aot as they truly are, but through a falfe 
and deceitful medium which has a power to 
give a femblance of health to ficknefs, of ho- 
uefty to corruption, and of reftitude to the 
greateft deformity. 

The fafcination of lin, then, engaging men 
to form fo wrong a judgment of the prefent 
ftate of their temper, and leaving them by a 
ftrange dclufion in poffeflion of their natural 
principles, while they are countera6ling their 
iftates ; it is iippoffible, but they will be 
ftill more partial, as to the judgment of their 
future conduft. The principles that have 
been already taken notice of, combine with 
the bewitching nature of fin, in this cafe, to 
blind their eyes, and to increafe their igno- 
lance. But farther it is to be obferved, that* 
YJcc is likewife in its nature gradual and pro- 
P J greflive^ 
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greffive. It is known even to a proverb, 
that no pcrfbn becomes altogether wicked on 
a fudden. The intermediate fteps muft be, 
as it were, meafured before one reaches the 
fummit. The checks of natural confciencc 
are not reftrained at once. Take an Ahab, 
or a Jezebel, i Manaffes, or a Herod, and 
the leaft reflexion will convince us that they 
arrived at the high pitch of wickednefs which 
have rendered them objefts of deteflation, 
only by degrees. Obferve a young perfbn at 
his entering upon vice. The firft crimes he 
commits arc gone about with a timid look 
and trembling heart. He feems to be con-» 
fcious that the eye of God is upon him, and 
that he is offering an indignity to his own 
nature. But in a little time, with lefs re- 
morfe and apprehenfion than the firft fteps in 
vice occafioned, he proceeds to daring crimes 
which he could not have fufFered himfelf to 
think of, even for a long time after he was 
the fervant of fm. Habits of (in, like other 
habits, require time to form them; but 
when rooted, and ftrengthened by a frequent 
exercife, they totally change the nature, and 
render us perfectly different creatures from 
what we were. 

The 
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The progrefs of vice may be, therefore, 
compared to the rolling of a ftone down H 
declivity ; at firft it moves flowly and gently, 
but before it reaches the bottom, it acquires 
an impetuofity and force that are irrefiftible. 
if you were to view a river at the place of 
its rife, you will fee a fmall ilream, whofe 
courfe might be eafily ftopped or changed ; 
but as you trace it, it ftill increafes, till it 
cannot be reftrained by the power of man. 
When Hazael flood before the prophet, he 
had travelled but a fliort way in the path of 
vice; but he neither had the refblution, nor 
tlic inclination to control his irregular ap? 
petites. Elilha, by the fpirit which dwelled 
in ' him, unveiled the future. He pointed 
out fbme of the fcenes which this man was 
to a<3: in the fucceeding part of his journey ; 
but they were too diflant, they were too un- 
like, the paft, and they depended too much 
upon paffions that were at prefent quiet and 
dormant, for the perfon himfelf to he fenfible 
of them. More impartiality than can be exr 
peded is requifite for a vicious man to judge 
ifairly of his prefent fhte; but to difcem 
whether keen defires, violent paffions, an un-- 
^Ubdued fpirit, fit opportunities, and invctc- 

P 4 r^€^ 
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rate habits, may at length carry him, is al- 
moft impoffible. To acknowledge the pitch 
of vice to which he may be brought, would 
be to fuppofe himfelf much worfc than he 
really is. 

Finally, my brethren, another reafon wh^y 
wicked men are apt to flatter themfelves with 
their being incapable of many vices which 
they after\vards commit, may be difcerned 
from the nature of temptation. There are a 
great many of the moft heinous crimes that 
man can be guilty of, to which no particular 
principle or paffion in his nature leads him. 
To delight in cruelty, is in no fenfc natural 
to man, and it is but feldom acquired. But 
this forms no fufficient fecurity againfl our 
committing cruel actions. The feeling no 
propenfity towards them, but on the contrary 
an averfion, gives a bias to our judgment, 
and makes us believe that we (hall never be 
ftained by them: but the danger lies, not 
from a direft defire, but from feeing fuch and 
fuch aftions neceffary to obtain certain ends 
upon which our hearts arc fet. The promp- 
ter to cruel and barbarous aftions is not a love 
of cruelty ; but the temptation may arife ci- 
ther from unlimited ambition, uncontrolled 

lufts, 
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lufts, or a thirft of revenge. Temptation 
does not always intrude itfelf upon us. Till 
objefts that excite the appetites of wicked 
men are, in fome meafure, within their reach, 
•they feldom wi(h for the attainment of them. 
In the mean time, the paflions which rule 
them are, as it were, afleep : they conceal 
themfclves from the view even of thofe who 
are governed by them. But no fooner is the 
temptation offered, than they awake with all 
their fury, and while their fway prevails, 
plunge the man into excefles which he could 
not have believed himfelf capable of commit- 
ting. 

• The man who fuffers orus unlawful paf- 
(ion to obtain the empire over his heart, has 
really every thing to fear. He fubmits to 
the dominion of a tyrant who will bear no 
refufaU and will never fufFep a command to 
be difputed. L^et us confider the cafe of that 
man whom our text reprefents to us. 

He was the favourite and minifter of a 
powerful fovereign. To obtain this office 
had been at firft, probably, the higheft aim 
of his ambition. But now he was within 
one ftep of the throne, his mafter's fickneft 
opens the profpeft ; being accidentally left 

alone 
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alone with him, the whole force of tempta* 
tion overwhelms his foul, and the crown ap- 
pears ready to fall on his own head. The 
demon takes full poircflion of his heart ; and 
the man who never before, perhaps in any 
flagrant inftance, had tranfgrefled the duty of 
a faithful fubjeft, now impelled by the luft 
of power, murders his benefaftor and his 
king. Will dominion thus acquired be fon 
licitous about the juftice of the means by 
which it muft be preferved ? Or will re- 
venge never aftuate the heart which ambi- 
tion has fo thoroughly corrupted ? Believe it 
not. If one devil enters, there will be feven 
ready to follow. What are the lives of a 
thoufand innocent perfons to the man who 
has never endeavoured to reftrain his ambi- 
tion, his revenge, or his pride ? The fword 
ofHazael is unlheathed ; his unlawful paf- 
fions impel him ; and the miferable inhabi- 
tants of Judea feel that all his fentiments 
of humanity are but weak barriers againft 
their force. 

Thus I have endeavoured to trace fome, 
of the principal caufes why wicked men are. 
fo ignorant of themfelves, ^id form fuch a 
partial judgment with regard to their future. 

condu6t% 
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Qonduft. Let us now attend to fome of the 
practical inftruflions which this fubject afr 
fords. In the firft place, we may obferve in 
general, from what has been faid, how folid 
a foundation is laid in human nature for vir- 
tue and religion. They approve themfelves 
to the natural feelings of men, and whatfbr 
ever is contrary to them is naturally hated 
and abhorred. It is not the language of the 
good only. How amiable is virtue ! but everi 
the wicked give their teftimony to the fame 
truth. O virtue ! at thy image the worft 
muft bow ; and while they defpife thy coun* 
fel, they muft yet confefs thy authority. In 
this fituation, how inexcufable are they who 
would deny the difference between virtue 
and vice, good and evil ! On the other hand, 
let it be ever our care to maintain the rights 
of the former facred and inviolable. Let 
that holy religion which beft unfolds its 
precepts, whofe author gave a living exam- 
ple of its perfeftion, whofe rewards, pro- 
mifes and threatenings are its fureft and 
its chief fupports, be ever dearer to us thaa 
life itfelf. If not only by the light of na- 
ture, but by the clearer light of revelation, 
we muft be fully fenfiblc of the beauty of 

holinefs. 
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holinefs, let us follow after the pradice pf 
it. But more particularly, I would obferve^ 
from what hath been faid concerning the 
progrefs of vice, the great danger and fatal 
confequences of a firft departure from the 
paths of integrity. The man who once fuf- 
fers himfelf to be allured by fin, knows not 
how far he may proceed. If Jinners^ there- 
fore, entice thee^ faith the wife man, my fon 
confent thou not ^ : In this cafe, a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump. Let no perfbn give 
up with that which is good and right, pre- 
fuming that he will flop when he pleafes^ 
I prefent you with a pifture at which you 
flartle; yet if you are now initiated into 
vice, let a few years revolve, and you your- 
felves will, perhaps, be the original. Let 
me, therefore, with earneflnefs, exhort every 
one, and young people in particular, in the 
words of Solomon, Enter not into the path oj\ 
the wicked^ and go not in the way of evil 
men. Avoid it, pafs not by it^ turn from it^ 
andpafs away ". Temptation, my brethren, 
is powerful ; we know not whether we fhall 

» Prov. i. 10. Pfov. iv. 14. 
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be able to endure it. With fervency of 
heart, then, let us offer up that petition 
which is enjoined by our Mafter, who knew 
the heart, its weaknefs, and its feeblenefs ; 
Lead us not into temptation *. 

Laftly: From what has been faid, we 
may fee the neceflity of endeavouring to 
conquer every irregular and unlawful ap- 
petite. The train of vices, which one evil 
paffion may lead us into, may be vaftly 
great. Not only are we liable to thofe 
which have that paffion for their objed, but 
to a variety of others which may appear 
as means neceffary in order to obtain its 
gratification. A city may be betrayed by' 
one fecret enemy, as well as by a thoufand. 
Befides, my brethren, the faft is, that our 
fms and our follies proceed more from one 
principal paffion than from a variety of lefler 
ones. This ruling paffion is commonly the 
fource of moft of our errors ; let us endea- 
vour thoroughly to fubdue it. I conclude 
my difcourie in the words of the apoftle, 
luCt us J therefore J lay ajide every weighty and 

- the 
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f/j^ Jin that doth fi eafily befet us^ and let us 
run with patience the race that is Jet before 
iis^ looking unto Jefus^ the author and the 
finijhsr of our faith \ 
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Acts xxiv. 25. 

ii4«^/ as he reafoned of rtghteoufnefs^ tern- 
jperanc:^ and judgment to come^ Felix 
trembled. 

From the preceding part of this hiftorv^ 
xve learn that the Jews entertained a moft 
violent enmity againft Paul, becaiife they 
apprehended that he had an intention of def* 
troying the whole fabrick of their law and 
polity. As foon as they knew of his being 
at Jerufalem, they laid hold on him, and 
having obtained leave from the chief captain 
to fcourge him, they bound him with thongs, 
And were preparing to execute the fentence, 
when the apoftle claimed the privilege of a 
lloiman citizen. By this means he was de- 
livered from the open efFefts of their malice \ 
btit intent on his deftruftion, they entered 
into a fecret combination againft his life. 
Piul having, been infowned of this by his 

fifter's 
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fifter*s (ohf defired him to go to Lyfias, and 
to make the matter known to him. Upon 
being informed of the plot, Lyfias fends him 
under a ftrong guard to Caefarea, tb be ex- 
amined by Felix the Roman governor. The 
charafter of Felix, from the beft accounts we 
have of him, is fhortly this. He had paved 
his way to his prefent power by feveral in- 
trigues, and the favour of fome retainers to 
the court of Rome, at that time the moft 
corrupted and vicious* He had been very 
aftive in the punifhment and fuppreflion of 
robberies, which were then Very frequentan 
Judea ; and this gave occafion to the enco- 
mium of Tertullus in the beginning of his 
oration. But he had been guilty of the 
grofleft partiality, and of the nioft fcandalou* 
violations of juftice in many inftances, and 
of a moft inhuman murder in the cafe of 
Jonathan, the high-prieft. At the period to 
which our text refers, he alfo lived in an 
infamous commerce with DrufiUa, whom hd 
had {educed to leave her lawful hufband, and 
to remain with him. 

Before this man Paul is brought to an- 
fwer for himfelf ; and an accufation having 
been preferred agaipft him by Tertullus^ 

whom 
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whom the high-prieft and elders had em- 
ployed (or this purpofe, he delivered his de- 
fence with fuch fortitude, magnanimity and 
force, that though Felix could not refolve to 
acquit him, yet he ordered feveral indulgen- 
cies to be (hewn him in his confinement, and 
left him with fome curiofity to hear him 
again more fully concerning that caufe which 
had occafioned his imprifonment. Accord- 
ingly, a few days after, he fends for him, 
that he himfelf, together with DrufiUa, might 
receive fome information concerning the 
doftrine of Chrift. 

It was at this time that the apoftle, among 
other articles of the Chriftian faith, infifted 
particularly on thofe which might moft rea- 
dily touch the governor's confcience and lead 
him to repentance and amendment ; on the 
indifpenfiblc neceffity of obferving the rules 
of juftice and righteoufnefs ; of (ubmitting 
ourfelves to the laws of temperance and fo- 
briety; and on the certainty of that final 
judgment, wherein a retribution will be 
awarded according to our deferts. Upon 
thcfe fubje^ls he fpoke with fuch energy and 
power, that the governor was alarmed and 
agitated by the violent emotions of fear and 
E remprfe. 
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remorfe. jInJ as he reafoned of right eouf- 
nefsy temperance^ and of judgment to cotncj 
Felix trembled. 

From this portion of facred hiftory I in- 
tend to deduce fome reflexions, which maj, 
by the blefling of God, have a tendency to 
reclaim us from iniquity, or eftablifli us in 
reUgion and virtue. 

In the firft place, I observe from this paf- 
fage, that God has difcovered to us, by the 
immediate information of our own minds, 
fbme of the moft eflential parts of our duty 
and obligations. Paul properly (poke before 
Felix concerning righteoufnefs and tempe- 
rance, and appealed to his own mind for the 
conviftion of the indifpenfible obligation of 
thefc virtues. The fame apoftle tells us in 
another place, God hath not left himfelf with- 
cut witnefs * at any time ; and that the Gentiles 
which have not the laWj immediately deli-r 
vered from Heaven, thefe having not thelaw^ 
are a law unto themfelves^ their confcience 
alfo bearing witnefs ^ and their thoughts mean- 
while accufing or elfe excu/ing one another^. 
The great rules for the regulation of life and 

manners, 
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manners, are not left for the fubjefts of deep 
inquiry and abftrufe refearches, but by the 
finger of God himfelf they are imprinted on 
our minds, in the moft legible chara6ters ; 
for when God formed man at firft, he form- 
ed him after his own image, and gave him 
eyes to fee, and uiidcrftanding to difcern be- 
tween good and evil ; a heart to approve of, 
and delight in the former, and to abhor and 
difapprove of the latter; and though the 
brightnefs of the divine image is fullied in the 
human foul, "yet it is not totally deftroyed. 
in what region of the earth was ingrati- 
tude ever approved and rewarded ? Did in- 
juftice or cruelty, as fuch^ ever meet with 
the fan£tion of the law ? Or have not piety, 
Jufticeand clemency, always, and in all coun- 
tries^ approved themfelves true, lovely, and 
x>f good report ? 

it is acknowledged^ that when we confider 
Aings in one view, we are apt to think that 
the particular laws of ftates, or eftabliftied 
ciiftoms of nations, have often contradifted 
the general laws of nature. But were we 
to examine the appearances which fuggeft 
this thought, or even to confider thofe in- 
{bnces in which the contradidion was real^ 
E 2 they 
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they might be accounted for without over- 
turning the principle now eftabliflied. The 
great rules of morals may have been natu- 
rally difcovered; and yet, when men have 
endeavoured to clafs duties, and to descend 
to a greater fpeciality than the plain fuggef- 
tions of the mind dictated, or to fix the dif- 
ferent merits of duties, where there feemed 
to be a competition, or to determine precife- 
ly what were the proper external marks of 
our internal difpofition, then they may havfe 
erred, and been much mifled. We muft 
make allowances too for wrong education, 
violent paflions, unthinking levity, or unrea- 
fonable fears. Thefe often gave rife to ex- 
travagant and abfurd inflitutions, which were 
afterwards recommended by cuflom, and thus 
implicitly received and implicitly obeyed. In 
this manner the candle of the Lord may, by 
degrees, be almoft extinguifhcd ; darknefs 
may overwhelm the foul, and error be cm-- 
braced as truth. 

This was aftually the cafe, in a great mea- 
fiire* when the fun of righteoufnefB appeared 
in the world, to rekindle the facred flame in 
the human mind, to point out our duty, and 
to lead us by his Spirit in the path of righte* < 

oufiief9« 
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oufnefs. But is it not one of the great ex-? 
cellencies of our holy rchgion, that it ap- 
proves itielf in the ftrongeft manner to mait- 
kind, by its cpnformity to their natural prin-? 
ciples of piety, juftice, charity and temr 
perance ? 

The commandments prefcribed by it, arc 
not hidden from ^s, neither are they far off, 
^bey are not in Heaven^ that thou Jhouldji fay ^ 
Who Jhall go up to Heaven for us and bring 
than to usj that we may hear them and do 
them? Neither are they beyond the fea^ that 
thoujbouldffayj Who Jhall go over the fea for 
us^ and bring them tQ us, that ive may hear 
them and do them? But they are very nigh unto 
thecj even in thy mouth and in thy hearty that 
thou mayeji do them"". And indeed, had we 
not minds formed for the knowledge and 
fervk? of God, for the love of mankind, and 
for the oblervance of the rules of temperance 
and fobriety, we could not be the obje^fts of 
religion: for "religion does not beftowupon 
us new feelings; it only applies to thofe 
feelings which God has given us. Even 
wh?re it points out duties, of which we 
E 3 fhaulA 
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Ihould have otherwife been ignorant, ftill the 
obligation to thele may be difcerned from 
their being fuitable to thofe principles which 
the author of religion at firft imprefled upon 
our hearts. 

Secondly : In the verfe now under confi- 
deration, we have a very ftriking inftancc of 
the power with which confcience is inverted, 
not only to inform us of our duty, but to 
punifh us for the breach of it. Paul reafbned 
of righteoufnefs, from which Felix, as a 
magiftrate, as a judge, and as a private per- 
fbn, had often departed. Felix lived in a 
moft infamous commerce with DrufiUa; 
Paul, therefore, difcourfed of temperance. 
Of the obligations to righteoufnefs and tem- 
perance, Felix, though neither a Jew nor a 
Chriftian, was not ignorant: and when his 
tranfgreflion of thefe obligations ^yas recalled 
to his mind, it naturally excited fenfations of 
pain and remorfe. But when the minifter of 
Chrift reprefented to him the awful retribu- 
tion for the deeds done in the body, then his 
inmoft foul was roufcd. The apoftle's words 
coincided with his own natural apprehen- 
fions, and the vengeance of heaven feemed 
already to have overtaken him. His whole 

frame 
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frame was agitated; aiid, unable to bear it 
longer, he immediately remanded the pri- 

Thus God has conferred upon confcience 
a moft facred authority, which no man can 
violate without being felf-condemned, and 
lliffering the moft terrible punifhment from 
its reproaches. Of this we have the fuUeft 
atteftations in hiftory, both facred and pro- 
fane. In the height of profperity, indeed, a 
fenfe of guilt may be fometimes overpowered 
and laid afleep; but the leaft accident or 
affii£tion awakens it, and fliews that the fire 
had decayed for a little, only to flame with 
the greater violence, Eyen profperity. does 
not always prevent the feiile of guilt; re^ 
ftiorfe, like fbn^e inveterate and incurable 
difeafe, preys cbnftantly upon the heart of 
thofe who by their deeds have given birth to 
it, and fhews that their judgment lingereth 
not. We have a very ftriking inftance of 
this in one of the tyrants of Sicily. After 
acquiring the royal authority by injuftice, 
cruelty, and murder, he lived in the utmoft 
{plendour ; but he was conftantly harafTed by 
tormenting fears, proceeding from his aggra- 
vated guilt. He dreaded the juft punifhment 
E4 9f 
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of his crimes from his domeftics, and his 
very children. One of his minifters having 
alked the poffeflion of his fplendid ftation for 
a day, he clothed him in his royal robes, 
placed him upon his throne, fet before him 
the moft coftly entertainmenf, and ordered 
the moft illuftrious attendance to be paid 
him; but as an emblem of the continual 
apprehenfion of his own mind, he fufpended 
a naked fword from the cieling by a fingle 
hair, diredly above his head; and thus he 
lat conftantly dreading that the day in which 
he attained his wifhed-for dignity would 
prove the laft of his life. I need not make 
any remarks on this hiftory, nor multiply 
examples of wretches, who, from awakened 
confciences, have endured mifery iimilar t* 
that of this tyrant, T'ie wicked are like the 
troubled fea^ when it cannot reji^ whofe watefs 
cajl up mire and dirt. *There is no peace ^ faith 
my God^ to the wicked^. A re(pite, indeed^ 
may, by want of refleftion, by diffipation, or 
fbme other caufe, be obtained for a little 
from the reproaches of a guilty confcience ; 
but this can never be called true peace. 

It 
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It is a very remarkable property of this 
faculty, that it applies any fufFering .which 
bcfals a perfbn to the crime which it con- 
demns, though it be not diredly inflifted as 
a punifhment for that crime, and forces him 
to confider it as a token of the juft vengeance 
of Heaven. We are not informed that any 
puni{hment immediately followed, upon the 
crime of Jacob's fons, in felling their brothei" 
as a flave, or that they were touched with a 
fenfe of their iniquity: but they were no 
fooner imprilbned in Egypt, after an interval 
of many years, under a pretence of their 
being fpies, (which, if they had been as in- 
nocent in other relpefts, as they were in this, 
might have appeared an event in the ordinary 
courfe of Providence) than their confciences 
immediately applied the punifhment as the 
juft reward of their guiltt Therefore do they 
fay to one another^ We are verily guilty concern-' 
ing our brother \ in that wefaw the anguijh of 
his foul when he befought «j, and we would 
not hear ; therefore is this diflrefs come upon us \ 

It is farther worthy of obfervation, that^ 
even where the mind is left in uncertainty 

as 
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as to the import of any unufual event, a 
guilty confcience is immediately roufed and 
dreads the worft. When Belfhazzar fat at 
his feaft, and the hand appeared writing on 
the wall, as he was ignorant of what was 
written, he might have imagined it to be 
good, as readily as evil : but his guilt was h!s 
interpreter; and though he did not under- 
ftand the writing, this informed him, that it 
betokened no good to him. T/jerefore wax 
bis countenance changed^ and his thoughts trou- 
bled him J fo that the joints of his loins were 
loofedj and his knees fmote one againji another ^ 
How natural was it fon confcience to prefent 
the refleftion to Herod, when he heard of 
Chrift's miraculous works, that it was John 
the Baptift whom he had beheaded, that had 
arifen from the dead, and performed thpf^ 
wonderful things ? 

Confcience, then, may be lulled for a little, 
l)ut the moft trivial thing imaginable may 
awaken it. The wicked man has realbn to 
dread a dark night, a Iblitary fituation, an ac- 
cidental exprelfion, any common or uncom- 
mon incident. When Felix called for the 

apoftic, 
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apoftle, he intended nothing but a little en- 
tertainment; but before he rofe, how juft 
reafbn had he to fay, as Ahab (aid to Elijah, 
Haji thou found me^ O mine enemy^^? The 
happinefs of the wicked, my brethren, may 
be compared to fb many figures in the fand : 
^the wave no Iboner comes to the place 
where they are, than they are razed. By 
our Omnipotent Creator confcience is placed 
within our breafts, as our ruling faculty. It 
erefts its tribunal there, and accules, judges, 
acquits, or condemns. How irrefiftible its 
power ! Who ever exalted himfelf againft it, 
and profpered ? Or what colour of life is fo 
black and difmal as that, where a man is at 
enmity with his own mind ? 

In the third place: The text leads our view 
to two men of very oppofite charafters, and 
in very different circumftances ; in fuch a 
manner as tends to correft the judgment we 
are apt to form with regard to power and 
external appearances. We lee Felix a Ro- 
man governor, lurrounded with the minif- 
ters of his will, attended to with all the 
marks of regard, fpoken of with refpeft, and 

addrcffed 
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addreffed with that flattery which it requires 
an uncommon degree of virtue not to take 
pleafure in. Would not the ambitious, who 
moved in an inferior fphere, judge this man 
to be crowned with a garland compofed of 
flowers which conferred an uncommon luf- 
tre arid honour upon the wearer ? yet liftlefs 
days and hours are often the lot of the great. 
It was, probably, when neither bufuiefs en- 
gaged him, nor a lawlefs or irregular appe- 
tite folicited a gratification, that he refolved 
to hear Paul by way of entertainment, or 
perhaps out of compliment to DrufiUa, who 
was a Jewefs, and might be fomewhat inte- 
refted in a caufe, which had occafioned fuch 
an uproar at Jerufalem, Paul, therefore, is 
fent for ; and appearing before one, who had 
both the pretext and the power of inflifting 
immediate death upon him, he feems the ob- 
jeft which calamity had fet up to pierce with 
her (harpeft darts. In the mind of the Ro- 
mans who were prefent, did not the defirc 
naturally ipring up, and did not ardour give 
it utterance ? May I ever be an attendant 
upon the happy Felix ! but from the fears 
which poflefs, or the fate that may overtake 

that 
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that wretched prifoner, may I ever be de- 
livered ! 

But how widely does man misjudge, when 
he looks only at what ftrikes the external 
eye ? For power and grandeur, though pur- 
fued with the utmoft keennefs as the com- 
panions, yea, as the very parents of happi- 
nefs, are frequently deceitful phantoms, to- 
tally unconnedled with that great objeft of 
all human wifhes. We have a very ftrong 
inftance of this before us ; a very little re- 
flcftion will foon engage us to reckon the 
prifoner the great and the happy man, and 
the judge the mean and the unhappy wretch. 
To be fenfible of this, let us draw afide the 
outward veil by which we may be impofed 
upon, and look into their hearts. 

Felix, then, was the fubjedt of many un- 
governable paffions, which, like fo many 
harpies, continually cried for gratification; 
and that they might be gratified, plunged 
him into a thoufand exceffes, the refleftion 
upon which filled him with difapprobation 
and abhorrence of himfelf. His guards fur- 
rounded him, and power employed all her 
artifices to make him happy ; but from a fe- 
cret corner guilt often bent bis bow, and 

pierced 



78 S E R M O N rv. 

pierced him with the arrows that are the 
mofi: ftrongly barbed, and the moft deeply 
penetrating of any that are borne in the qui- 
ver df affliftion. When he lobfced withiw, 
he difcerned his foul to be black with guilt. 
Beyond the fleeting and precarious prolpeft 
of a few years^ which even his paft experi- 
ence could inforrii him would be far from 
being years of unmixed joy, hope did not ad- 
minifter from her ciip one cordial drop to 
fupport his fpirit ; but defpair hovered round 
him, and though he avoided the fight of this 
monfter with the greateft care, yet (he often 
intruded into his prefence, and overwhelmed 
his mind. For can we think, that the words 
of this prifoner roufed terrors which had ne- 
ver been roufed before, by any of thofe pur- 
fuits in which he had been engaged, by any 
of thofe injuries he had committed, or by any 
of that blood he had flicd ? Be not deceived^ 
then. Felix, in fpite of appearances, was the 
prey of ungovernable, infafiable paflions, at 
enmity with himfelf, haurited by the fenfe of 
his guilt, and often torriiented with thofe 
diflxcfling fears, which were augmented by 
confidering them as the prefage of future and 
greater puniihment. 

Let 
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Let us turn our view next to Paul. Tho* 
{landing at the tribunal of a judge, and ac- 
cufed as a criminal, yet what greatnefs, and 
erefinefs of mind docs he difcover ? Neither 
the evils which furrounded him, nor the evils 
which threatened them, could overwhelm 
his mind, bccaufe he had forefeen them, and 
was willing to endure them for his Mafter's 
iake. The tears of his friends were ready- 
to break his heart, before he went up to Je- 
rulalem ; but at that very time he was ready 
to endure not only bonds, but death, for the 
name of the Lord Jefus ^ By what avenue 
was it poflible for misfortune, grievous mis- 
fortune, to enter and fcize the man who 
could apply to himfelf this all-powerful cou- 
folation : Herein do I exercife myfelf^ to have 
always a confcicnce void of offence toward 
God J and toward men * ? Bleffed God ! what 
a calmnefs and lerenity does a clear confci- 
cnce difFufe over the moft difagreeable exter- 
nal circumftances ; while to a guilty mind, 
iiften in the very meridian of prolperity, 

there 

^ A^ XX. 24. ^ Ch. zxjv. f ^. 
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there appears nothing but darknefs and def-? 
pair I 

, And now, my brethren, having from 
this portion of fcripture fhown the manner 
in which God has dlfcovcred many branches 
of our dutv ; having illuftrated the natural 
power and authority of confcience ; and 
having endeavoured to eftabUfh a juft mea- 
fure for eftimating human happinefs; let 
me draw a few inferences by way of appli- 
cation. 

We have feen that even the light of na- 
ture pointed out the duty of man, in many 
inftances, and led him to difcern his owii 
fault in not attending to it ; but the light of 
nature was only as a light fhining in a dark 
place. Let this, therefore, excite our grati- 
tude, that we live in a period, when the Jay 
Jp^S f^^^^ ^^ ^^S^^ ^^ vijited us. \^t \n 
be thankful that' the clouds and darknefs 
which overfpread the world are difpelled by 
the fun of rightcoufnefs, which has arifen, as 
with health and healing under his wings. 
And whereas, when confcience in a natural 
ftatc was once awakened, there could fcarce- 
ly remain any hope, but a fearful looking for 
of judgment, (for unaflifted reafon could 

no 
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not certainly inform a man, that even an al- 
teration of condudt could procure an intereft 
in the favour of an once offended God) let us 
ever adore that Saviour, by whom peace is pro* 
tlaimed on earthy and good will to men \ Fof 
he it known unfojyou, men and brethren^ that 
through this man is preached unto you theftyr* 
gfoenefs of Jins ; and by him all that believe 
lore jufiijied from all things from which ye 
tould not have been juftified^^ not only by 
the informations of reafbn, but even by the 
iaw ofMofes. But did Chrift die that fin 
might abound ? God forbid. No ; he died, 
hot only that the guilt of (in might be waflicd 
away, but alfb, that the power of fin might 
be filbdued in the hearts of his followers ; 
for diough he is merciful to every penitent, 
he is a coniuming fire to all the workers of 
imqmt^b 

IJf. If, befides all natural advantages, God 
iutth vouchfafed to us the fuperior blefiings 
bf Revelation for our informaticm and direc- 
tion, what manner of men ought we to be ? 
if Felix, a heathen and an idolater, trembled 
at the words of an apoftle for his violations 

F of 
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of the kws of righteoufnefs and temperance^ 
how much nK>ne fhould wc, if we are guilty 
of the Hke tranfgreflions ? If the natural 
dread of a future judgment had fo great in- 
fluence upon his mind, what emotions ought 
the clear revelations of it which we enjoy, 
to excite in our breafts ? To us God hath 
given full aflurance, that he will judge the 
world in righteoufnefs by that Man whom be 
bath ordained"^. Ought not, then, the con- 
viftions of a future retribution, fupported-by 
the force of God's authority, the exprefs de- 
clarations of his word, as well as the admo- 
nitions of your own confciences, to excite 
you to forfake every fin ? Let him that de- 
frauded his neighbour, defraud him no more : 
let the drunkard forfake his ftrong drink, 
and live temperately : let the licentious 
abandon pleafurc, and follow Chrift; for he 
that faith, that he loveth Chrift, and yet 
doth not obey his commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. 
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SERMON V. 

Psalm Ixxiii. 28. 
Buf it is good for me to draw near to God. 

Pa R T I a L views of human life, and hafty^ 
opinions of the events which occur in it, 
often occaiion much fluftuation of mind, and 
iincertaiiity of conduft, by giving rife to fen- 
timents of infidehty and diftruft in relation 
to the fuperintendence and f e<ftitude of Pro- 
vidence. The reception which thofe views 
meet with, ftrongly marks the charafter of 
the mind ; for the views themfelves, to peo- 
ple who are accuftomed to think, are at 
times almoft unavoidable. It appears from 
this pfalm, that the writer of it had been 
deeply diftrefled with them, and with the dark 
■pro(pefts which they prefented; inlbmuch 
that, on fome occafions, they even tempted 
liim to regard virtue as a name, and piety as 
a.ihadow. Ferily I have cleanfedmy heart in 
F 2 vain^ 
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vain^ imd wajhed my hands in innocency. But 

to a virtuous mind, the anguifh of the im- 

prefliorr prepares for its cure- In this fitu- 

ation, the venerable and ccxnplacent form of 

religion fleps in to our aid. By her words^ 

equally fraught ivitb foblimity and fweetnefs, 

{he elevates the deje6fed foul, and pours into 

the fefiered heart the balm of divine confb- 

lation. The fanfhiary of God was the place^ 

where the Pfalmift expelled to have his 

^oid)ts cleared, and his anxieties removed^ 

Thither, therefore^ he goes ; and thcdre reli«- 

gion opens to him fuch extenfive and feath- 

ing difcoverics, as entirely 'diipel his painful 

thou^s. By the meditatioos which fiie 

feggefts, he regains his former ierenity and 

firmneis, and acquires that confidence in the 

adminiibation and prote£tion of the Alm^h* 

ty, which is always fb hi^Iy agreeafak, but 

which few thoughtful men of ienfibiKty are 

able invariably to maintain. The tenor of 

thefe meditations we may obferve from the 

1 7th -wxk to the end c^ thi» pfidou The 

words of mv text contain a calm and ^eltbe^ 

rate refleaioa of the PfaJmiA, as the rduk 

of aperfed coofideiation of his iiifafcd» and 

irill 
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wiB afford very luitablc matter for orxr ia^ 
(tmCtion at this time. 

To draw near to God^ primarily ctsnoOea 
dlofe approaches which the IfraeUtes mada^ 
by means of their pricfts, to the vifible fym- 
bol of tke cBvine prcfence they had in the 
temple, i» ordter to aflc counfel of the Lord^ 
Md to receive anfwers refpe^ting the expref^ 
lions of their piety, andl the regulation of 
their GonduA.. Upon foch occafions, th^ 
dways intermingled a£ts of devotion ; andag 
m thcfe, «4ie fenfe of the divine prefence is 
more inunediate ^nd lively, the phrafe came 
naturally to* fignify pM religious ads and ex* 
ercifes of the mind. In dm iei^, it feems 
principally ufed in the text. That it denotes 
^giousa£ts in general, appears atfo hoia 
^ chara&er which God gives of the J&2tb» 
ifeca in the 29th chapter of i&tah, the i^^itk 
9wfe; fAis fe€^ draw near me witi their 
immthy and nmtB tbm Upc do honour mei 
tiial is^ they are pun(9:ual ia the obilj^ryaaae 
0f the extental fbrnois; and c^renooaies ofwoiv 
flop. When the primary and moA prc^pcr 
6ofb of a phraie isbft^ it 0AenhappcnSy tibtt 
the fecondaiTy adoid more figuratiTro acoepci^ 
pos^ vemais^ Accordingly, io liie New 
F 3 Tefta^ 
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Teftamcnt, when the Jewifli oeconomy was 
wholly altered, and there was no room left 
for a literal application of the words in qucf- 
tion, they are, both in the epiftle to the He- 
brews, and the epiftle of James, adopted to 
fignify afts of Chriftian devotion ; and as 
they are expreffive of the operation and feel- 
ings of our minds, they fignify thefe more 
ftrongly than any language would do, that 
were entirely ftripped of metaphor and 
figure. 

The text, then, furniflics a proper foun- 
dation for confidering the advantages of de- 
votion in general ; and the confideration of 
thefe (hall conftitute the fubjcdt of this dif-^ 
courfc. 

When I fpeak of the advantages ^vhich 
attend the religious afts of the mind, it is, 
perhaps, fupcrfluous to fay, that I undcrftand 
thefe a£ts to be {incere and well intended. 
Sincerity and good intention are eflentially 
rcquifite in all the duties of piety and mQ^ 
rality. They diftinguifli the chriftian from 
the formalift : they recommend the timorous 
prayer of the humble publican, while the 
A¥ant of them renders the pompous declara- 
^tions of the proud pharifcc frivolous and vain. 
' .. In 
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In thefe circumftances lies the difFerenca be- 
tween the zeal of Peter, and the kifs of 
Judas ; between the tearful eye and down- 
caft heart of the beloved difciple Handing 
at a diftance, and the mock honours paid to 
our Saviour by a fer\'ile multitude. Is it 
necefl^ry to add, that religious a£ts and ex-^ 
crcifes can be of no confequence or utility 
farther than a man's temper and conduft are 
corre(pondent to them? That ceremonies 
ihould compenfate for immoralities ; that jl 
tranfient devotion fhould atone for vicious 
habits; that he who profpers by the wages 
of iniquity and the gains of oppreflion, or 
who, without reftraint, gratifies any appetite 
er any paflion, fhould meet with acceptance 
from his Maker, on the account of any rites 
and forms of religion whatever, are liippo- 
fitions alike abfurd and impious. He that 
turneth away bis ear from hearing the law^ 
even his prayer Jhall be abomination'^ \ and 
the only poflible aggravation of his guilt is 
when he offers up his prayer with a ^ickc4 
heart, 

F 4 Having 

» Prov. xxviii. 9. 
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Having laid thus much to prevent mif- 
takes, I proceed to confider the advantages 
which attend the religious ads and exercifes 
of the mind. It is good for me to draw 
mar to God. 

In the firft place : they are accompanied 
with a fenfible pleafure and ielf-apprpl3a* 
tion. 

One thing in this world is fet over againft 
another. Every thing is relative, and there 
muft be fome comparifbn before we can pro- 
nounce concerning pleafure or pain, good or 
evil. The gratifications of life arife to maa 
from the confbnance between certain powers 
of his mind, and certain obje^s that are 
adapted to them. Thus far hath the God of 
natiire provided for our enjoyment. If thofe 
gratifications are perceived and relifhed, we. 
pronounce the mind to be in a healthful 
ilate : if not, we reckon it difeafed, a(id the. 
£iult lies not in Mian's original frame, but iq 
his own unnatural and vicious perverfion of 
it. Thus we feel, and thus we judge. By 
the pleafure, then, and felf-approbation which 
accompany the exercifes of devotion, I mean 
thofe agreeable fenfations, and that delight- 
ful confcioufhefs which they produce in 

well- 



8 £ R M O N V. I9 

well-regulated fpirits, and which every man 
who has the leaft candour remaining, though 
he has fb far perverted l^is own mind as not 
to poflcfs them, muft acknowledge to have 
a ftrong foundation in nature. That they 
have fuch foundation will appear, whether 
we confider the faculties that are employed 
in the z&s of devotion, the objcft to whom 
they are directed, or the emotions which zcm 
company them. 

In the cxercifes of devotion our higheft 
faculties are employed. By our capacity to 
recognize a fuperior hand direfting the affairs 
pf the univerfe, we are diftinguifhed frona 
every other creature in this lower world* 
The fon ftiines upon the beafts of the field, 
and upon the birds of the air, as well as 
Upon man. The general influences of Hea- 
ven cheer and animate them. The earth 
affords them Ihelter and fuftenance. They 
fliare with us many pleafures, and are affect- 
ed with many fimilar pains,; but man alone 
perceives an invifible and over-ruling power, 
putting every thing in motion, and direding 
'every thing to its proper end. By fldll and 
culture, it is poffible to train fome other crea- 
lures to an inutation of many human ac-* 

tious, 
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tions, and greatly to improve their natural 
fagacity ; but to tranfport them for aii ifi- 
ftant into the region of invifibl^ things, itran-* 
fcends the utmoft efforts of human ability. 
The conclufion moft natural and moft fami- 
liar to man, which, had it not been for . the 
corruption of his heart, or the refinements 
of falfe philofophy, he had never loft fight 
of, is, — that a God exifts ; a conclufion im- 
poflible to be taught by art to inferior ani^ 
mals, In the exertion, then, of this preroga- 
tive, (hall man find no delight ? Hath the 
Deity ftamped his own image upon us, and 
made us able to difcern his attributes; and 
hath he annexed no pleafiire to this deduc- 
tion of our reafon, or to this feeling of 
our hearts, and the impreffions connefted 
with either ? Believe not, my brethren, that 
God hath dealt fo unequally, fo partially 
with the creatures of his hand. It is our 
dignity, it is our privilege, to be fiifceptiblc 
of the impreffions of religion; and in vain 
fhall we purfue fubftantial joys, if we exclude 
this as a confiderable fource of them. Tho 
ox feels no want* while he feeds in rich paf-* 
tures : the bee fucks the fragrant flower im^ 
pregnatcd with the dew of Heaven, and alks 
for nothing more ; the birds of the air ga- 
ther 
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ther the grain whicj^ the liberal hand of 
Heaven fcatters, and pour forth the notes of 
unallayed delight. But man, the mafter of 
the world, pines for fbmething ipore. The 
univerfe is too little for him, an4 nothing 
lefs than God, nothing lower than the views 
which religion prefents, and the afFe£tion$ 
which it infpires, can fatisfy his all-grafping 
mind. 

We are made for contemplating great and 
magnificent objects with pleafure. A moun-^ 
tain, a river, the fea, the heavens, attra<Sl 
jhe attention of the moft uncultivated fpirit. 
Heroic deeds, noble fentiments, extenfive 
^hemes are furveyed with pleafure, and re- 
jcorded with admiration by every people upon 
^he face of the earth : but the grandeur of 
every material or mentalobjefl: that the uni- 
verfe can furnifli, fades and difappears when 
we raife our thoughts to the fource and ftan- 
4ard of all greatnefs. The greatnefs of every 
pther objeft is comparative and derived ; the 
greatnefs of God abfolute and original. In 
fns eye, the earth is a fpot, the mountains 
/atoms, the heayens a curtain, the moft ex- 
isted liuman excellence imperfeftion. 

But 
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But further, the feelings which the asfts 
of devotion give fcope to, are all <^ the 
nobleft and moft amiable kind ; and^ there* 
fore, from our very conftitution, accompa- 
nied with the moft fenfible delight. In dc-» 
votion we not only contemplate with aA» 
miration the ever-living caufe of all perfec- 
tiork and felicity, but with gratitude we, aci? 
knowledge his beneficence to us. All gloomy 
and defponding ideas difappear, and we con-t 
fide in that Power which railed us from the 
duft, and made us rational and irmiu>rta} 
creatures. The love of our hearts is the 
natural tribute to the goodnefs that creates 
and fuflains worlds without number, and 
Kving beings beyond calculation. The hope 
of immortality irradiates our minds, and wc 
rejoice in the governnient of him with whom 
mtboufand years are but as wu day\ Is k 
poflible to indulge fentiments like thefe, and 
to derive no pleailire from them ? Search the 
world, and tell me if there are any iiibjeds 
(b fit to employ, or (b calculated to pleaie the 
human mind. We were made for pleafiire^ 
we feel the defu-e of it interwoven with our 

inmoft 

•aPctiiL S. 
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inmoft frames The man that (kys he def- 
pifes it, is a lian Place it only on the r^ht 
objefl: : feek it not in gold : it is not annexed 
to tempc^ral power : ienfiial delights are but 
a jAantom. Our true joy is not here. It is 
rifen : it is with God. It is more precious 
than rubies, more valuable than hidden trea- 
fures. Let us afpire after it, and gratify our 
fouls by giving fcope to the moft virtuous 
and moft exalted feelings of our hearts. Let 
reverence, gratitude, love, adoration demon- 
ftrate to us that we were made for fbme- 
tbmg nobler than to grovel upon this earth, 
and to figh after its deceitful enjoyments. 

In the fecond place : The advantages which 
attend the religious exercifes of the mind, 
appear from the influence they have upon 
the temper and condu<a, both refpeding 
ibciety and ourfelves. 

I will not lay that there can be no mo- 
rality where there is no piety, becaufe dif- 
ferent parts of our frame anfwer to thefe dif- 
ferent branches of our duty ; and a perverjfion 
of one part does not infer an annihilation of 
the other. But in every cafe where piety is 
Wanting, morality has loft its fureft and beft 
llipport^ It is alfo worthy of obfervation, 

that 



that thd more extenfive our theatre of a£l:iort 
is, and the more cultivated fome of the 
powers of ourrriinds are, the more we ftand 
in need of piety in order to pf eferve the pu- 
rity and integrity of ouf hearts. A favagc, 
who fcarcely thinks of God, is riot in fuch 
danger of tranfgreffing the fbcial duties of hi^ 
narrow fphere, as the civilized citizen whd 
proves, without argument, that religion is ah 
impofture, and believes, without reafon, that 
devotion is hypocrily. In the contraftcd fi- 
tuation of the favage, t6 yield to the impulfes 
and inftinfts of nature, conftitiites the moft 
important part of his duty and bufiriefs. In 
the cafe of the civilized citizen, to render 
his focial conduct worthy of approbation, it 
muft be grafted upon principles that cof- 
refpond to his more enlarged views and 
more extenfive connexions. Our defires, our 
wants, our hopes, our fears, our capacities 
for virtue, and our propenfities to vice, in- 
creafe with the improvement of our know- 
ledge, and our advancement in all the arts of 
poliftied life. Now, to reftrain thofe propen- 
fities to vice, to cultivate thofe capacities for 
virtue, to refift temptations fo multiplied, 
and to regulate fuch various impulics, the 

aids 
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aids of reKgion become ablblutely necefTary. 
In fed, how few men, who have no prin- 
ciples of piety, are ftriftly obfervant of the 
duties of fbcial and domeftic Hfe ? Honour, 
cuftom, humanity, pride, natural temper, 
prove reftraints in many inftances. But iuch 
reftraints are weak, partial and confined. A 
man truly confcientious is afhamed to hear 
thofe encomiums which it is fafhionable to 
lavifh on the man of honour and humanity, 
as he is called, who is, neverthelefs, unfaith- 
ful to his wife, or carelefs about his children ; 
who triumphs in the ruin of female inno- 
cence, and efteems the tie of friendfhip no 
defence againft injuries of the blackeft na- 
ture, I believe there are many merchants 
who have no fixed principles of religion, 
that will not forge bills, or falfify accompts ; 
that will be regular correfpondents and juft 
dealers ; that will tell honeftly the quality 
of their goods, and be pun£hial to a day in 
their payments. This is their duty and their 
interefl : fo far they do well ; and piety, if 
it could be poflTefTed in this employment 
without thefe qualities, would never- cori- 
^penfate for the want of them. But do theip 
qualities cooftitute a man of virtue and in- 
tegrity 



tegrity in all £he {actsl relations of life t Or, 
if he tranfgrefle« one of the ciuties of thofe 
relations, will thefe qualities give him the 
leaft compun6iioh of mind on this account ? 
Suppofe I were allured of his pofleiling kl! 
thcie, ihould I be the lefs fearful of coming^ 
Ivithin tiis power, if I had offended or hurt 
him, however innocently ? To a Inan wh<y 
is above the arts of dilfhonefty, how fweet, 
very often, is the morfel of revenge ! He is 
an unexceptionably good man, as it is called 
upon the exchange; yet his fcrvants may fcei 
the feVcrity of his tetnper, his dependants 
liiay groan tmder the rod of hi^ oppreflion, 
and his poor neighbours may be fick, or 
ftarve, without engaging his afliftance, or 
exciting his compaffion. When we deicendl 
to the lower ftations of life ; if they have loft 
all regard for religion, what expeftation ciani 
We entertain of their virtue or icbrittyt 
Fawning to their fuperiors and employers ; 
birt almoft always tyrannical or ill-tempered 
at home: pilferers to increafe their fob- 
ffamce ; and yet almoft for ever intemperate 
and debauched in the ufe of it : given to' 
fraud in every inftance where they can 
gain by it; yet almoft contiiwally plunged 

b7 
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by their vices into poverty and wrctched- 
nefs. 

On the other hand, is there not a natural 
tendency in the (pirit of devotion to improve 
the charafter in every good quality relpcfting 
our private condu6t ? What can more pow- 
erfiiUy enlarge and ennoble the mind, than 
the contemplation and adoration of God? 
What can more vigoroufly prompt to the 
exercifc of the focial afFeftions, than the 
coniideration that they are implanted in us 
by the common parent, and that a regard to 
them is our duty as his children ? What can 
more efFeftually imprefs a fenfe of the dig- 
hity of temperance, and the meannefs of de- 
bauchery, than a reflexion on our divine 
original, and a view of our immortal prof- 
pefts? 

Thefe, one (hould think, are the natural 
"fruit* of a pious di{pofition : but when it is 
further confidered, that all the duties of mo- 
rality, love, candour, forgivenefs, condefcen- 
fion, humanity, charity, temperance, are ex- 
prefsly commanded in the fcripture, and par- 
ticularly recommended by an example that 
cannot fail to have the ftrongeft ii^uence 
upon the mind of a real Chriftian, that the 
G fame 
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fame authority which enjoins us to love th^ 
Lord our God with all our heart, enjoins us 
alfo to love our neighbour as ourfelves ; can 
we be fo blind as not to perceive an intimate 
connexion between thefe different branches 
of our duty ? Are we dilpofed to adore the 
perfe(SHons of God, and acknowledge the 
authority of God ? And will fentiments of 
this kind ferioufly entertained, and frequent- 
ly repeated, haVe no influence but in thofe 
moments when they are prefent to the mind ? 
Or will they not give fome tinfturc to the 
temper and behaviour ? Will the contem- 
plation of perfeft excellence raife no defire 
after obtaining a portion of it ? Will frequent 
views of the vanity of time, and the impor- 
tance of eternity, have no effed in fubduing 
pride, in reftraining impatience, and in arm- 
ing with fortitude r Will all the confidera- 
tions that are mentioned in the New Tefta- 
ment, of our being the children of God, the 
temples of the Holy Ghoft, the brethren of 
Chrift Jefus, the heirs of his promifcs, the 
expectants of his glory : will all thefe be of 
no ufe in engaging us to purify our minds, 
and to keep ourfelves unfpotted from the 
world i 

But 
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But faft is the great decider of all dif- 
putes. If it appears from fa£t, that the ex- 
ercifes of devotion are nowife fubfervient to 
the good cOndudt of this life^ let them be 
confined to thofe who confider them as a fit 
preparation for another ; but if the reverie 
be found true, let all who are fblicitous about 
the moft valuable interefts of the prefent life, 
be fenfible of their importance. 

If a reafoner, to (how the little ufe of 
piety, fliould urge, as is frequently done in 
queftions of this kind, foixie examples of 
great external appearances of devotion, where 
the charadlers which exhibit them are yet 
tainted with avarice, injuftice, intemperance ; 
and (hould exult in this as a proof that devo- 
tion hath no influence on pradlice,^ I muft 
certainly entertain a poor opinion of his dif- 
cernment. The queftion Is not about the 
effefts of an appearance of piety, but about 
the effects of piety itfelf. Surely experience 
teaches us to diftinguifli between appearances 
and realities : and, indeed, a great external 
ihow of devotion, except in people of weak 
underftandiogs and warm paffions, gives ra- 
ther a prefumption of the want of that qua- 
lity, than of the pofleflion of it. Were we 
. G 2 to 
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to difputc about the weight of gold, would 
it be fair to prcfcnt a gilt counter to prove 
its lightnefs ? But the uniyerfal fenfe and 
judgment of the world, about the charafters 
of die men we are here fpeaking of, evident- 
f ly fliow there is a real foundation for aflert- 
ing, that true devotion has a natural tenden-* 
cy to improve, in every refped, the moral 
character. For, if it has no fuch tendency, 
why fhould every human creature exprefs a 
peculiar indignation againft the vices of iiich 
men ? For what reafbn (hould they confider 
thofe vices as fo highly aggravated ? Why 
fhould the impious wretch hold up his face, 
and fay, that he is not {o bad as the man who 
pretends to piety, and yet treads in the fame 
ftcps with himfelf ? Ilius the mouth of fuch 
reafoners condemns them, and their own lips 
teflify againfl them. 

Again; if particular inflances of moral 
virtue fhould be taken notice of, in men who 
have had httle fenfe of devotion, and yet 
have appeared equal, or, perhaps, fuperior in 
thofe inflances to many who have been un- 
queflionably aduated by that principle ; nei- 
ther is this any thing to the purpofe. Cha- 
nter does not confift in feparate and detached 

cfibrts. 
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cfForts, but in an uniform or prevailing tenor 
of life. Great allowances are to be made 
for natural difpofitions, for original differ- 
ences in judgment, imagination, afFe£lion. 
Even the devotional fpirit does not furmount 
every obftacle, and conquer every temptation. 
The man of piety may yield to a paffion 
which never av3:uated a worfc inan. But 
ftating the cafe fairly, and that is, fuppofing 
the force of virtuous propenfities and of vi- 
cious inclination equal in any two men, 
which of the two would improve moft ii^ 
the former, and be at greateft pains to re- 
ftrain the latter ? The man that fears God, 
or the man that fears him not ? Which of 
the two would feel moft compunftion upon 
a deviation from re^litude, or moft anxiety to 
recover the right path ? I might appeal to 
vour own judgments : I might almoft appeal 
to the judgments of the vicious. But experi- 
ence, as I hinted before, is the great decider 
of all difputes. If there be, as it is certaia 
there are, a great variety of inftances in 
which men filled with the Ipirit of devotion 
have been found blamelefs in their lives, and 
confpicuous for the purity of their morals^ 
while they afcribcd thcfe attainments to that 
G 3 very 
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very fpirit of devotion, and thofe influences 
of divine grace which are infeparably con- 
nefted with it, muft not this be acknow- 
ledged deciiive upon the point ? Were we to 
fcleft particular inftances, I fhould mention 
the prophets and apoftles, great numbers of 
the primitive chriftians, fome of the firft re- 
formers. Son>e of the moft oppofite princi- 
ples, in other relpefts, might be ranked with 
them. Even feveral heathens might be 
confidered as examples of the truth of our 
doftrine, and in that lift I (hould particularly 
diftinguifli a Socrates and an Antoninus. 

In the third place : The advantages which 
attend the religious exerciles of the mind 
will appear, when we confider them as a 
refburce under the evils and calamities of 
life, and a folace under the moft diftrefsful 
circumftances that can befal us. 

There can be no greater folly, nor any 
more certain fource of difappointment , than 
inattention to the general lot of humanity. 
If'we confider life in itfelf, without taking 
into the account the means which providence 
and religion furnifli for rendering it more 
eafy and agreeable, the moft melancholy de- 
fcriptions of it arc fcarcely overcharged. — 

Help. 
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Helplefs in infancy, thoughtlefs in childhood, 
rafli in youth, headftrong in manhood, feeble 
in declining years, decrepit in old age ; in 
every ftage lid^le to accidents, to difeafes, to 
diffolution. Thus furrounded with a thou-- 
land evils, can we exped to be happy, if we 
have no higher refuge than this world af- 
fords ? It is not in human power to avoid 
the pang of forrow fometimes; and if we 
have no confolation when it comes, it will 
perfedlly overwhehn us. The pains, the 
diftempers, the difappointments, the inju- 
ries from men, the reverfes of fortune, the 
lofs of friends, the namelefs calamities to 
which we are daily fubjeft, who can tell 
how many or how grievous they may prove ? 
Ah! think what multitudes are this day, 
from events unforefeen and unavoidable, 
plunged in bitternefs of foul, who lately 
thought that their mountain ftood ftrongf 
and that their houfes fhould never be moved ! 
Mirth does well for a feafon ; but the houfe 
of mourning is, upon fomeoccafions, appoint-^ 
ed for all the children of men. Need I, in 
prctof of this, recur to the inftances of Job, 
of the prophets of the apoftles ? Need I 
mention the fall of tyrants^ the cataftrophe 
' G4 of 
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of empires, the havock made by the pefti- 
lence, or the ravages by the fword ? Indeed, 
my brethren, the foul of man feels that man 
is bom to trouble as the /parks fly upwards^ 
that he cmfumes his days in vanity y and his 
years in trouble i and if he fhould deny it 
with his mouth, his heart would give him 
the lie. But where (hall he find confolation 
under thefc afflidlions, if he has not previ- 
oufly acquainted himfelf with God ? On the 
contrary, what folacing reflections will break 
in upon his mind from the principles of 
piety, and the afts of devotion ? Hdw pow- 
erfully will thefe affuage the bitternefs of 
anguifh, and check the fentiments of def- 
pondence ! From this fource a fecrct joy will 
Ipring up in the heart, when the tears of 
grief are falling upon other accounts. Let 
not the young and the gay imagine that 
cQpurnful fcenes are at a diftance. No per- 
fbn can tell how near they may be ; and wif- 
dom confifts iji preparing for what fooner or 
later will probably happen to us all. 

I fhall conclude with two paffages of 
fcripture that are much to our prefent pur- 
pofe, and ferve to fhew the unconquerable 
power of piety amidft the greateft calami-. 

ties. 
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ties. The former is David's triumph in 
the midft of public danger and diftrefs : God 
s is our refuge and firength^ a very prefent help 
in trouble : therefore will we not fear ^ though 
the earth be removed^ and though the moun- 
tains be carried into the midjl of the fea ; 
though the waters thereof roar and be trou^ 
bledy though the mountains /hake with the 
fwellings thereof "there is a river ^ the Jir earns 
whereof Jhall make glad the city of God^ the 
holy place of the tabernacles of the mojl High. 
God is in the midJl of her \ Jhe Jhall not be 
tnoved; God Jhall help hcr^ and that right 
early, the heathen raged^ the kingdoms were 
moved \ he uttered his voice ^ the earth melted, 
the Lord of Hojis is with usy the God if 
Jacob is our refuge p. The other is the con- 
clufion of Habakkuk's hymn : Although the 
fig-tree Jhall not blojfom^ neither Jhall fruit 
be in the vine ; the labour of the dive Jhall 
fail^ and the Jield Jhall yield no meat \ the 
flock Jhall be cut off from the fold^ and there 
Jhall be no herd in the flails ; yet I will re- 
joice in the Lord^ I will joy in the God of 

my 

P Pfklmxlvi. 1—7. 
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piy falvation. The Lord God is, myjlrength\ 
Thus blejfed is the martj O God, ivhom thou 
caufe/i to approach unto thee\ To God, 
therefore, let us draw near with a true hjearty 
in full affurance of fait h^. 

4 Hab. iii. 17, 19. 'Pfalmlxv. 4. * Heb, x. d. 
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Matthew xxii. 37, 38. 

Jefus ./aid unto hirriy Thou /halt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy hearty and with all 
thy foul^ and with all thy mind. "This Is 
the frji and great commandment. 

In the preceding verfes we are told that 
a young lawyer, with a view either to in- 
form himfelf of the knowledge and abilities 
of Jefus, as an inftruftor, or to obtain fome 
anfwer which might give occafion to traduce 
him to the people, alks him this queftion; 
Majler^ which Is the great commandment in the 
law ? The words which I hare now read, 
contain our Saviour's reply, which is fb 
agreeable to reafbn, and to the exprefs doc- 
trine recorded in the Old Teftament, that, 
as we iee from the parallel place in the 
evangehft Mark, this young man, who feems 
not to have been deftitute of candour and 
ingenuity, freely owned its truth, and ap- 
plauded 
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plaudcd Jcfus for it. I need fcarcely inforni 
auy of you, that thefe expreflions of loving 
God v:ith all our hearty with all our fouly 
and with all our mindj are only intended to 
denote the warmth, the vigour, and the 
fteadinefs of the afFeftion. But though the 
precept be very eafily underftood, and though 
Chriftians are ever ready to join in this in- 
quiry, and to fay, Majierj thou haft anfwered 
welhy yet it muft be acknowledged, that 
many of thofe who call themfelves Chrif- 
tians, feldom ferioufly confider its high im- 
portance among the precepts of religion. 
They rarely feel the force of the principle 
which it inculcates aftuating their hearts ; 
and, confequently, are ftrangers to its pow- 
erful and extcnftve influence. In difcourf- 
ing, therefore, from thefe words, I (hall, ill, 
(how the reafbnablenefs, and endeavour to 
imprefs your "hearty with a fenfe of the duty 
here commanded, love to God. 

2dly, I (hall confider fome of the realbns, 
on account of which the precept enjoin- 
ing it may be termed the jirft and great 
commandtnent. 

Firft, I propofe to (hew the reafonable- 
ncfs, and to endeavour to imprefs your hearts 

with 
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with a fenfe of the duty here commanded,* 
love to God. When we confider the con- 
ftitution of the human mind, we muft ac- 
knowledge, that whatever is upon the whole 
conformable to that conftitution, is reafona- 
blc. The indulgence of humaij defire is 
only then wrong and unreafonable, when the 
defire is perverted, or when the indulgence 
is forbidden by fome power or faculty, which 
is fuperior.or more excellent. Now love is 
one of the afFedions of the foul, one of thofe 
original principles which man has received 
from the hand of his Creator. Its natural 
and proper objeft is whatever is good, amia- 
ble, or worthy in character. The obferva- 
tion of fuch qualities neceffarily excites this 
afFedtion; and when exercifed upon thefe, 
the moft exalted and divine powers of the 
mind confent in giving it their fanftion. 

When we oblerve any peribn remarka- 
ble for integrity, or any perfbn whole de- 
light is to do good, and to (pread happi- 
nefs, is it in our power to with-hold our ap- 
jprobation ? Is not our love a tribute, whidh 
we are obliged to pay ? When Job fed the 
hungry, clothed the naked, and adminiftered 
Confoiation to the diftrefled ; when, in his 

own 
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own expreflive language, he becoine eyes to 
the bliftdy cind feet to the tame*^ how na- 
tural was it, that love arid admiration (hould 
prompt the young and the old to join in 
bleffing him ; and how readily do the fame 
fenfations fpring up in our breafts when we 
read his hiftory ? The king who is willing 
to die, if his people be but fpared; the 
hero who bravely facrifices his Hfe for his 
country ; the patriot whofe conftant toils are 
employed to fave a fmking land, are, even 
fiippofing the influence of their aftions fhouM 
not extend to us, the genuine objefts of love 
and veneration. 

But by the appointment of Providence our 
affeftions are moft ftrongly excited by objeds 
with which we have the moft immediate 
connexion. Where goodnefs or worth ap- 
pear to be exercifed for promoting our advart- 
^ge, they moft quickly raife, and moft firm- 
ly attach our love. 

Have you the happinefs of poflefling one 
whom the world calls your friend, and whofe 
actions correfpond to that facred name; wha 
ihares, and by (haring redoubles your joys ; 

who 

^ Job xxiz. 15. 
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who adviles you when doubts overwhehn 
you ; who fraooths the brow of care, and par- 
takes in all your affliftions? Have you a 
friend of this charafter ? Or, if you have pa- 
rents who feared you ^ with the utmoft ten- 
dernefs, to whom you were dear as life, what 
affeftions do you feel arifing in your breafts 
when you think of them ? Are they not thole 
of love, and of gratitude, which is nearly al- 
lied to love? It is juft as natural to exped 
thefe in every human mind in fuch circum- 
ftances, as to expeft from a field properly 
cultivated, warmed by the kindeft influ- 
ences of Heaven, and watered by its gentleft 
fhowers, a plentiful return of that feed which 
is fown in it. Is it not reafbnable then, nay, 
is it not unavoidable to love men, when they 
are confpicuous for good difpofitions and a£ts 
of beneficence ? 

Suppofe, now, th^t the fphere of man's in- 
fluence were extended, and that the imper- 
feftion which attends him through all the 
fteps of life were removed, would he not thus 
be rendered more amiable, and confequently 
be the objedl of the greater love? As God, 
therefore, is not only the moft powerful and 
the wifeft, but likewife the beft of beings, 

whofe 
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whofe goodnefs is infinite, and whofe tender 
mercies are over all his works^^ does he not 
juftly challenge the utmoft degree of love ? 
This truth is no fboncr propofed than it is 
acknowledged by Chriftians. But to make 
not only the linderftanding to perceive it, 
but the heart alfo to feel it, let us more par- 
ticularly confider that perfeftion of the divine 
nature, and thofe exertions of it, which arc 
fit for inflaming the afFedion. And, O Fa- 
ther of mercy, while I humbly attempt to 
delineate a portion of thy goodnefs, let thy 
grace influence all our hearts, (b as to pro-- 
duce that love to thee which is the ornament 
of man here, and in which confifts his per- 
feftion and happinefs hereafter. 

As I (peak to an aflfembly who profefs 
thcmfelves difciples of Jefus, I (hall at pre- 
fent omit the arguments that tend to eftablifh 
thofe fafts of which you already are fuffici^ 
cntly perfuaded. Let us then, my brethren, 
ftretch our imaginations to the utmofl, and 
contemplate, as well as our narrow faculties 
will permit, that exalted and infinite Being 
who has no wants to fupply. View him 

from 

^ Pialm cxlv. 9. 
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from eternal ages, enjoying perfeft felicity, 
and incapable of any addition of glory. Yet 
behold at once an aft of the mod unexam- 
pled power, and of the moft difinterefted 
goodnefs. He commands, and numberlefs 
v/orlds arife, repleniflied with life, and ftored 
with the means of happinefs. Thofe worlds 
which his power and his goodnefs at firft 
.formed, his goodnefs and his power ftill pre- 
ferve ; and from the inexhauftible fource of 
his bounty, all the bleffings that are poffefled 
by the various orders of beings, through the 
boundlefs extent of (pace, are folely derived. 
Could the eye of man furvey all thefe worlds, 
or his underftanding comprehend them, how 
reafbnable is it to expeft that they would all 
confent, both in declaring the glory, and pro- 
claiming the goodnefs of their Author ! But 
as it is only a fmall part of his works which 
we can comprehend, let us, my brethren, 
confider that fmall part with which we are 
beft acquainted, and take notice of fome of 
the moft obvious inftances of divine good- 
nefs. 

Obferve how the influences of the{un,and 
the rains which defcend from Heaven, co- 
operate with other means in occafioning that 
H never- 
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never-ceafing fertility of this earth, by which 
provifion is made for the neceffitics of man, 
and of every creature that inhabits it. Does 
not reafon, as well as religion, teach us to 
attribute this to the continued encr^-v' of na- 
ture's fovereign ? Both inform us, th5t //v 
eyes of all things wait upon God. That he open- 
eth his liberal hand^ and fatisjicth the defire of 
every living thing"". The grateful variations 
of day and night, the time for aftion, and 
the time for rcpofe, he conftituted them. — 
The ufcful changes of the feafons arc of his 
appointment. The mutual connexion and 
lubferviency of the different animals, and 
their general fubjeilion to man, proceed from 
his contrivance. Were I able, or did time 
permit, what an ample fund for difcourfe is 
here ? All the works of nature, the air which 
we breathe, the light which direds us, the 
earth which yields us food, tlie water fb ne- 
ceflary for our refrefliment, fb uleful for the 
commerce of life; all, when confidered in 
connexion with the living creatures for 
whole fuppoTt they are intended, prefent us 
with fb many diflincl proofs of the goodncfs 

of 
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of their creator. Marvellous are thy works j 
Lord God Almighty^. The Heavens and the 
Earth (hew forth thy praife. In their conti- 
nual revolutions, their voice to him that hath 
underftanding is. The goodnefs of our author 
and preferver is unfearchable. But I haften 
to trace fome of the marks of it with relation 
to man in particular. Who, then, beftowed 
Upon thee, O man, that living and immortal 
foul of which thoif art poffeffed ? Did not the 
Almighty give it ; a i«y of his own luftre, a 
particle of divinity to dwell within thee, and 
direft thee ? What conftant exertion of the 
fame goodnefs, my beloved brethren, has been 
requifite to preferve thofe fouls with which 
God has indued us ? Through the journey of 
life, who has cared for youj and conducted 
you ? When you firft faw the light, you en- 
tered upon a fcene befet with temptations, 
furrounded with dangers, and expofed on 
levery fide to ftorms and tempefts. To all 
thefe, by your ignorance, inexperience, weak- 
nefs, rafliriefs, you have been a thoufand 
times laid open; A (hip this hour lies (afe in 
the harbour; the failors are all afleep: by 
H 2 fomc 
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fome unforcfecn accident the cables breaks 
and upon a dangerous coaft, the veflel is 
driven out to the raging fea, whofe billows 
every moment are ready to over\\ helm her^ 
or dafli her againfl the rocks ; yet fo deep a 
fleep hath feized the men, that none awake* 
This is an emblem, though a faint one, of 
many of the dangers of human life : and what 
but the watchful care of the univerfal Parent 
could prefcrve us in the midft of them ? 

But can you refleft upon no particular 
known, and {hiking interpofitions of Provi- 
dence in your favour ? Did you never, in any 
infl^nce, fee yourfelf fo involved, that human 
aid (though even this is to be afcribed to 
God) could not have extricated you, and has 
not the Deity appeared to relieve you ? Was 
you never oppreflcd with fuch (icknefs and 
affliction, that your friends and your phyfi- 
cians have given up every hope of your rcco* 
very, and yet you are alive at this day ? Are 
there no parents here, who have de(paired of 
their deareft child, whom yet God has been 
pleafed to reftore to them ? Is there no huf* 
band, who had the immediate profpeft of 
(hedding tears on the grave of the wife of his 
bofbm, who yet lives in happinefs with him ? 

Is 
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Is there no faithful and afFeftionate wife, 
who yet retains the father of thofe children, 
whom her fears have reprefented overwhelm- 
ed with want, and plunged in calamity, when 
fhe' thought fhe faw death ftriking the fatal 
blow, which nothing but the divine good- 
nefs prevented ? Obferve well your circum- 
ftances. Are you poflefled of power, blef- 
fed with riches, and favoured with health, 
happy in your friends, beyond the reach of • 
your enemies ? To whofe favour do you 
owe all thefe mercies ? Who hath exempted 
you from adding one to the numerous femily 
of the poor, the affli£led, the opprefled, and 
the difconfblate ? Ye fons of joy, amidft 
your profperity, obferve the hand which 
raifed you up ; adore and love his goodnefs. 

But the world and all its bleflings fade 
and difappear, when I furvey the miraculous 
difplay of mercy/ which this facred book ex- 
hibits. Supp'ofe, my bi*ethren, that fbme 
perfbn, who poffefles a very large fhare of 
external enjoyments, whom his fellow-mor- 
tals rank among the few that are happy; 
but whofe views, as he is deftitute of the 
light of the gofpel, were moftly confined to 
the prefent life, and, as to futurity, were 
H 3 dark 
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dark, confufed, and uncertain, were to fit 
down and ferioufly confider his condition ; 
would he not naturally entertain fuch reflec- 
tions as thefe ? I poflefs many of the enjoy- 
ments of life which I fee denied to numbers 
like myfelf. I poflefs eafe, and often enjoy 
pleafure, while others are opprefled with la- 
bours, and tormented with pain. But in one 
thing I am on a level with the meaneft : I 
muft: die as well as they. From undergo- 
ing this common lot of humanity, all my 
poflefllons cannot redeem me. When I die, 
whither I fliall go I know not ; but experi- 
ence informs me, that, wherefoever it is, no- 
thing which I prefently call mine can ac- 
company me. I feel my own mind often 
di{quieted by committing a£lions which I 
difapprove, and for which I greatly dread the 
di{pleafure of the ^Author of my being, to 
whom I perceive myfelf accountable. When 
I leave life, perhaps his indignation, hitherto 
fufpended, may break out ; and who knows 
how miferable I may be ? This damps all 
my prefcnt joys ; and how willingly would I 
part with all I have, in order to be afcertain- 
cd of happinefs in that ftate which will fuc- 
ceed the prefent, and which, in all probabi- 
lity. 
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lity, will laft much longer ? Chriftian, learn 
to prize thy happinefs in being the difciple 
of a Mafter, who came to free thy mind from 
flich uneafy refleftions. For when involved 
in mifery there was no eye to pity us, Provi- 
dence interpofed, and the fch<?me, which to 
Providence feemed fitteft for accomplifliing 
man's falvation, was by the facrifice of the 
Son of God. At the appointed time, Jefus, 
the brightnefs of his Father s glory ""^ in whom 
dwelt the wifdom of the Moft High, aflumes 
our nature, appears among mankind, reveals 
a religion the moft pure, and the moft per- 
feft ; and at laft, to propitiate the juftice of 
his Father, and to feal the truth of his reli-i 
gion, expires upon the crofs. Refleft upon 
the advantages which you derive from the 
religion of Jefus : acceptance with God, the 
pardon of tranfgreflion, peace of mind, and 
the hopes of everlafting felicity, and all this 
lipon the eafy terms of trufting in God, afting 
like men, and living in conformity to reafon 
and coniciencc. To perftiade you to fiich a 
beliaviour, what motives hath not Jefus laid 
before you ? How plainly hath he delivered 
H4 his 
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his laws? how ftrongly hath he enforced 
them ? By what a perfecl, and amiable ex- 
ample doth he excite you ? And how fre- 
quently hath he aflured you, that the aflift- 
ance of his Spirit is given to thofe who a(k 
it? 

Of purpofe till now I deferred confidering 
the evils of life, as an objefticm againfl the 
goodnefs of God, becaufe the objeftion is 
moft briefly and moft (atisfaftorily anfwered 
from the Chriftian religion. Do you, then, 
mourn under misfortunes oppofite to the 
bleflings I formerly mentioned, under pover- 
ty, oppreflion, lofs of your deareft friends, 
ficknefs and pain ? See your Mafter fuffering 
the grcatcft troubles, and yet not complain- 
ing : and (hall the fervant repine, when his 
Lord (hares his fate ? But ferther, from the 
Icftures of Jefus, ob(erve what he hath often 
declared : / go to prepare a place ^ of rcpo(c 
and felicit)' for every follower, who patientlv, 
as I did, endures the troubles of life. The 
righteous, though numbered among the dead, 
(hall live with me, and their righteous friends 
(hall meet them here, where the (econd 

death 
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death hath no power. To every fincerc 
Chriftian in this houfe hear him farther pro- 
claiming in efFeft : The fleeting days of hu- 
man life, my friends and followers, confider 
only as the entry to a divine and immortal 
life. I have marked out the road to glory. 
I have opened the gate of this heavenly 
kingdom. Struggle through the toils of a 
day, and an eternity of blifs with me, your 
Mafter, fhall be your reward. Let worldly 
difappointments and lofles, teach you fubmif- 
fion to your heavenly Father : let the blef- 
fmgs of life teach you gratitude. Lo, here 
is the place where forrow is no more, where 
tears are never (hed, where friends never 
part, and where gratitude and love kindle 
iiich a flame in the human mind, as is at 
once moft pleafing to God, and delightful 
to man. 

Has God, my brethren, given us his own 
fon, and through his merits have we accefs 
to immortality ? What is there, then, that 
is truly good for us, which he will refufe us, 
after this proof of his mercy ? ' Can you con- 
fider the fupreme Being in thofe engaging 
lights, as your father, your friend, your fureft 
guide through the temptations, dangers and 

dif- 
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difficulties of life, and your conductor to the 
manflons of cverlafting felicity ; and not be 
ready to own the rcafonablenefs of love to 
him r Surely you do own it. But, Chrif- 
tians, this is not fufficient. Do you feci it 
too ? Docs it now burn within you ? Can 
you fay with fincerity, My foul, O God, is 
thy v/orkmanfhip, and with my whole foul I 
love thee ! 

If you are thus difpofed, you will readily 
enter into the latter part of this difcourfe, 
which was defigned to point out fome of the 
reafons, on account of which, love to God 
may be termed the hrft and great command- 
ment. 

I ft. It may be termed fo, when we con- 
fider the feeling itffjlfand its objecT:. The 
former has fomethino; in it fo dilintcrell- 
cd, fo generous and noble, that experience 
teaches us (let the lovers of God bear wil- 
nefs) it gives an emotion unfpeakably pleaf- 
ing to the foul. It is the aUcclion which, 
when regulated ari<j;ht, is freer from alloy 
than any other. Fear damps the ardour of 
the mind : humility gives it pain. Even 
gratitude itfelf, v/hich I ever venerate, is at- 
tended with a fenfe of numerous wants. But 

love 
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love elevates the mind, expands the. foul, 
takes us off from confidering ourfelves at all, 
and fixes us folely upon its objecl. And 
what is its objedl ? Not power ; for power 
may beunjuftly exercifed : not even wildom; 
for wifdom may be fometimes employed in 
contriving the means of punifliment . but 
goodnefs and benevolence, and the higheft 
degrees of thefe perfeftioris, as they arc 
exhibited in the charadler of the fupreme 
mind. 

2dly, The great importance of love to God 
will appear, if we confider its efFeds. When 
this principle reigns in the mind, will it 
not produce univerfal obedience ? What 
through the golpel of Jefus is always record- 
ed as the natural effcft, and what is always 
required as the fureft proof of our loving God ? 
Is it not obedience to his laws ? If ye love 
me^ keep my commandments ^. 7e are my 
friends y if ye do whatfoever I command you ^ 
He that hath my commandments^ and keepeth 
them^ he it is that loveth me \ It cannot 
be otherwife. If we regard him as the befl: 
of beings, and love him as fuch, will we re- 
pine 

8 Joi;n xiv. 15. ^ John xv. 14. » John xiv. 21. 
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pine at any affliction of his appointment ? 
Thus refignation is grafted on love. If thia 
affedion prevails in us, will we account any 
labour hard, any piece of duty too fevere ? 
Thus it becomes the parqnt of fortitude and 
patience. In one word, point out to me the 
man who is fnicerely a lover of his Maker ; 
I can afTure you, he venerates his laws, and 
though the infirmities of nature prevail fomc- 
times over him, in general he obeys them. 

Finally : Love to God is of the highefl 
importance, as it is of the moft extenfive du- 
ration. There are many of the virtues and 
graces of the Chriftian life, which are defign- 
ed only for the prefent ftate of mankind : the 
future ftate will not admit of their exercife. 
Here the wicked are ready to provoke and 
injure, and the Chriftian ready to forgive and 
blefs. Here faith muft be^ cultivated as the 
firmeft fupport of goodnefs and integrity of 
life : but there vifion will come in its place. 
There the fociety will confift only of the 
good ; the objcds of refentment fliall never 
be perceived ; and where there can be no pro* 
vocation, there is no fcope for forgivenefs. 
Even the fear of God, while the veil of mor- 
tality prevents us from a more complete 

know- 
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knowledge of him, continues to be mixed 
with fomething of the dread, which, when 
we (hall {ee him as he is, beneficent, graci- 
ous, tLtid all benign, (hall be ever excluded. 
But love (hall ever abide, and ever increafe 
in the human mind. God hath here planted 
the (eed ; the kindly influences of religion 
fofter it. The cares of the world and the 
ftorms of life retard its growth ; but in the 
hearts of good noen it continues, though 
flowly, ftill to grow. At the death of the 
moft pious it is only a tender plant; but 
when we (hall arrive in happier climes, where 
no clouds over(hadow the fun of righteouf- 
nefs, it (hall take deeper root, and flouri(h 
with immortal verdure. 
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Matthew xxii. 39. 

And the fecond is like unto itj T^hou poalt love 
thy neighbour as thyfilf. 

JDLE.SSET) are the peace-makers^ for they 
refemhle Gody and Jh all be called his children : 
For ever blcflfed be the Saviour of mankind, 
who not only was, while he dwelt upon this 
earth, the greateft peace-maker himfelf, but 
alfo publifhed a religion, which was to de- 
Icend to latcft ages, the defign of which is 
to expel enmity out of the world, and to 
make every man to confider his fellow -crea- 
ture as his brother, and regard him with 
the fame affedion with which he regards 
himfelf. 

In the verfes preceding the text, a lawyer 

having inquired of our Saviour, JVhat is the 

frjl and great commandment? He informs him, 

that it is to love God fmcerely, fervently 

and 
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and conftantly; and that next to this the duty 
moft important, is to love our neighbour. — 
By our neighbour, according to the lenti- , 
mcnts of our divine Lawgiver, is not to be 
underftood, thoie only v/ho live in the fame 
corner, or coiuitry, who are governed by 
the fame laws, and fubjeft to the fame po- 
lity, but all who are connected by the fime 
common tie of humairit)'. It is the com- 
mand of this Lawgiver, that we abound in 
love to all men, that we offer up fupphca- 
tions for them, and that we do good to every 
perfon, as far as we have opportunity, efpe- 
dally to thofe that are of the houfchold of faith. 
Prejudices arifing from education, from op- 
pofition of intereft, from differences in reli- 
gion, in the difciples of Jefus, muft not re- 
flrain that univerfal good-will, which it is 
the very fpirit of Chrift's rchgion to promote. 
By his laws the Jews and Samaritans, tho* 
trained ^p with a peculiar degree of mutual 
rancour, were tq confid^^r eacli other as 
neijjhbours and brethren. Thus everv raod 
Chriftian is what the philofopher calls him- 
felf, a citizen of the world. Engraven up- 
on his heart in indelible charadlers, whiqh 
you nuy read in the tenor of his life, are 

piety 
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piety and reverence to God, and love and 
friendfliip to the human race. 

The law of univerfal benevolence pre- 
fcribcd in the text, is, indeed, intended to 
comprehend thofe private, but not lefs pow- 
erful afFedions, which regard a country, 
kindred, friends, benefadtors, children, and 
the poor, from whence arife the virtues of 
patriotifm, natural afFc£lion, gratitude, cha- 
rity. Benevolence, then, may be confidered 
as a leading principle of human nature, up- 
on which all thefe are grafted. It may be 
compared to a venerable parent, whofe nu- 
merous offspring bear a ftrong refemblanca 
to him, aiid are at once vigorous, healthy, 
and graceful. 

But, in order to give you a ftill more clear 
conception of the precept now before us, let 
us take notice of fome of the moft ftriking 
jfeatures in the charadter of that man who 
obeys it. The benevolent man wiflies well 
to all ; and though his own power is con- 
fined, he recommends them to that power 
that is unlimited. At the happinefs of his 
fellow-creatures he rejoices, and he is grieved 
for their mifery. He Ihows jthe genuinenefs 
of thefe difpofitions, by partKing in the joy 

of 



SERMON VII. 129 

of his acquaintance who happen to be fuc- 
ccfsful, and by mingling his tears with thole 
of the children of calamity. This fellow- 
feeling is not all : he ufes his utmoft efforts 
to promote the happinefs of all within his 
Iphere, and to prevent, or alleviate their 
fbrrow. Not to defraud, or over-reach, is 
but the leaft part of the praife which he de- 
ferves. In his commerce with men, thofe 
rules which others obferve by conftraint, and 
from dread of the law, he obferves from in- 
clination, from a pure heart and a good con- 
fcience. This is the charafter of a truly be- 
nevolent man. The benevolent 9^^^^^^^ 
attains a greater perfeftion in all thefe vir- 
tues by a fteady imitation of that inexpreflibly 
benevolent Mediator, who went about con- 
tinually doing good, encouraging innocent 
cheerfulnefs, wiping the tear from the eye 
of forrow, reftoring health to the difeafed, 
and by every method promoting the tempo- 
ral and fpiritual advantage of mankind. 

Having thus explained the precept of 
loving our neighbour, I (hall endeavour, in 
the firft place, to point out the reafbnablenef^ 
of it. 2dly, Make fbme remarks upon the 
degree of this virtue, required by. our Savi- 
I our> 
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our, ^ou Jhalt iove thy neighbour as tbyfelf\ 
and then endeavour to perluade you to 'the 
practice of it. Maty this difcouHe proceed 
from a heart overflowing with benevolence, 
and prove a mean of impreffing you with, 
or eftabliithing you in this important grace of 
thegolpel! 

In the firft place : as bridly as pbffible, I 
ihall endeavour to point out the reafbnable- 
nefs of the duty, the love of our' neighbour. 
To difcern the reafonablenefs of any duty 
there is no more needful, but a companion 
of the nature of the Being on whom the du- 
ty is enjoined, with the duty itfelf; and if it 
be found agreeable and congruous to that 
nature, it may be pronounced iit and reaibn- 
able. Now, the moft fuperficial View •of 
human nature plainly difcovers that biinevo- 
lence is one of thofe principles of which it is 
coiftpounded. It does not appear more evi- 
dent that the eye is made for feeing, and the 
car for' hearing, than that the heart of lAan 
is fd conftituted, as to have an attachment to 
his fellow-creatrires. If 'we faw a perfon 
take ' delight in htirting others, and' involviiig 
them in mifery, without being promptedby 
any particular paffion, buffolely for thcptea- 

furc 
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^ce of doing ill, and becoming the author 
^pf juiferjr^ we (hpuld not,he{itate to pronounce 
^that pejrfpA mpnflrous and uhriafural. On 
the ^thcr Jtiai\d, take any man and place him 
in focietyvwe.always expeft th^^^ where no 
coQtrary paffion,,tnat is more powerful, in- 
terferes,, he will be ready to delight in, and 
do good to the members of that fociety; and 
t;his without further view, than obeying the 
. fimple diftates of his own mind. Read the 
hiftory.pf mank|i}d, or. narrowly obftrve the 
aftipnSjWhich occur every day, and I thinlc 
. there is.no jppffibiUty of underftanding niany 
Icenes in the former, or of comprehending 
juapy apjpearances pf the ktter, without lup- 
. pofix^g a principle of direft beneyplcnce (that 
is, good-will to^majfJdnd) implimte^ in the 
. hwpian nxiod by its great Creator, abftraaed 
, from every view of private intererf, or even 
. of pujblic utUity,into wluch fome have vainly 
end^aypyf^d tp reiblve it. 
.Wl>at, has been laid is applicable not only 
.to the ge^eJ[[ai principle^ but likewife to tnc 
pjurticular virtues into yrhich it may be branch- 
, ed out ;. fuch as love .of our country, natural 
^^a^e^on, gratityde, , charity/ . ^We all ' ac- 
^knpwlpdge the reafonablenefe of tliefe, by 
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the applalifes we bcftow upon thofe who pof- 
fefs tfiem, and the high degree of difappro- 
batioh, of which we tliink thofe worthy who 
are deftitute of them. Tke man who be- 
trays his country, who is cruel to his pa- 
rents, ungrateful to his benefadofs, or who 
hardens his heart againft the calls of mifcry, 
we account a monfter. Such a perfbn, as 
being deprived of the chief charafterifticks of 
his kind, we call inhuman. He may poflefi 
the form, but he has fhaken off the nature of 
a nian. Thus benevolence being a principle 
in our conftitution, the reafonablenefs of the 
precept in the text is evident. 

This would be farther eftabliihed, wefc 
we to confider how abfolutely and. indifpen- 
fably neceflary, in a certain degree at leaft, 
it is for the very being and fupport of human 
life. For how long a period of life is man 
in a helplefs condition, the moft deftitute of 
all animals, if his fellow-creatures did not 
give him their afliftance ! Exclude the prin- 
ciple of good- will in all its kinds, and the 
general lot of human life would be a fhort 
'^'^^gglc with mifery extreme; or rather 
without that principle there could be no fuch 
thing as human life : I am fare, not the leaft 

ray 
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ray of human happinefs. Add to this, that 
to the higher degree this fecond commandi- 
ment is obferved, man is, in proportion, fb 
much the happier : and were it obferved in 
perfedion, the calamities of life would then 
be as few, as they are at pr^fent numerous. 
From thefe confiderations, which might have 
been much enlarged upon, it is evident that 
the duty prefcribed in the text, is truly fit 
and reafbnable, becoming the nature, necef- 
fary for the condition, ^nd produftive of the 
happinefs of mankind. 

But the duty is not only prefcribed, but 
likewife the meafure of it pointed out : ^hou 
Jbalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. 

It is the excellence of our religion, not 
only to propofe the jufteft and the beft pre- 
cepts with relpedl to our fellow-creatures, 
l}ut alfo to afford us fome marks, taken from 
what paflfes within ourfelves, in order to 
enable us to difcern when they are rightly 
obeyed. Thus our adtions are not only 
commanded to be honeft, kind and charita- 
ble, but alfb to be fo in that degree, which 
we could reafonably deiire thofe of others to 
h?,^ with regard to ourfelves. JVhatfoever 
you would that inen Jhould do unto yqu^ db 
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ye alfo unto them •. And in the text, wc are 
not only commanded to wifli well to others, 
and to love theiti,' but alfb informed that our 
good-will then arrives at the Chriftiari de- 
^ee of perfection, when it is in proportion 
to ihat aflfeaion which refpefts the individu- 
al; that is, the principle of benevblence 
ought to be as vigorous, as 'the principle 
of felf-love. Defire to promote the good of 
mankind, equally with our own; is tlie ele- 
vated pitch to which Chriftianity would ex- 
alt its votaries. A perfeft difciple of Chrift 
will be as tender, about his heighbour*s repu- 
tation, as he is about his own J &S unwilling 
to fpread a (landerous report of another, ais 
he is uneafy to hear one of himfclf; as 
anxious to promote his brother's advantage, 
and as well plealed with the attainment ojf 
it, as he is joyful when fomething good hap- 
pens to himfelf. When he is reproached^ 
felf-love leads him to juftify himfelf; good- 
will prompts him to juftify his neighbour, 
whom he hears afperfed. Involve him Jn 
want, he feels pain and uneafinefs ; btit re- 
ligion and fortitude come in to his aid. ff 

the 
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the cajfc is his aeighb9ui:'s, h^ ftot onJy. feels, 
paiu ar\d uneafmeife qix his account, byt hc^ 
employe all his efforts to. KeU^ve him. hct, 
the firft difciples of Chrift bear teftixnony tQ 
this char^Aer. They felt no. want, but what 
was; commoji : they knew wo. pain, but what; 
pvery one was willing to take bis (hare of; 
PQ joy, but what every heart made its own. 
They, indeed, cojiiidered themfelves as mmr. 
hers of the farrier body^ and a^ted, in every 
izefppift, like thqfe who believed the juftice of 
this allu(iQt). 

The reafbnableueis of our Saviour*s pre* 
eept, of loving others as we love oudelvest 
inay be difcerned if we attend to this, thaf 
benevolence is the principle by which we 
regard frvcr^l individuals of the fpecies ; felfr 
love, thaf by which we regard one indivi- 
dii»l- When we confider the two feelings 
in thi§ refpeS, they appear direded to obr 
jeds exaftly alike^ and, therefore, ought to 
be equal. 

Bef<we I leave this head, I (hall only make 
two remarks, as to the wifdom of fixing the 
iAegTiee of our felf-love as the meafure of 
/?ur gpod-wiJl to others. — In the iirft place; 
as ietf-lavcis generally a ver)' ftrong princi- 
I4 pie 
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pie in mankind, the precept, as delivered 
in our text, may prove a ftrong incitement 
to thofe who confefs the obligation of it, to 
increafe their good-will. Secondly : as felf- 
love is very often apt to exceed its juft 
bounds, the confideration of its inferiority to 
our benevolence may lead us to endeavour, 
while we aim at increafing the latter, to bring 
the other to a more allowable pitch. 

The nature of the (ubjeft has drawn me 
into fome realbning that may, to fbme capa- 
cities, appear rather too abftrafted ; though 
I have endeavoured to exprefs myfelf as 
clearly as I could. The fum of what has 
been faid is this : The love of our neighbour 
is altogether reafonable in itfelf, being con- 
formable to that conftitution which God has 
given us. Confined to no (eft, party, or 
clafs of men; it ought to be univerfal. Be- 
fides this general principle of good- will, there 
are other feparate principles, which attach 
us more ftrongly to our particular connexi- 
ons ; but thefe are, likewife, comprehended 
in the text ; and though they may increafe 
the force of the former with regard to thofe 
particulars, they ought not to weaken it with 
regard to the whole. By the perfcft rule of 

our 
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our religion, a Chriftian cannot reft fatisfied 
with any meafure of good-will to others, be- 
low what he bears to himfelf. O religion^ 
truly divine, which thus, by ftriking at tha 
great root of our vices, an intolerable degree 
of felfifhnefs, and a difregard to others, would 
at once cure us of them all, and render us 
like the angels in Heaven, who in that happy 
clime, under the benign influences of the 
fun of righteoufhefs, overflow with love and 
charity! Let me now, my beloved bre- 
thren, perfuade you to the praftice of the 
duty, upon which we have been difcourfmg, 
by prefenting to you fome of the moft ob- 
vious and ftrongeft motives. 

In the firft place : A generous, open, and 
benevolent heart, is ever attended with the 
moft genuine pleafure : for to the exercife of 
love, gratitude, kindnefs. Providence has 
annexed a moft pure and unmixed joy. The 
mind of man is defirous to grafp a large ob- 
je£t, and pleafed with the conception of it ; 
but are not the human race, our connexion 
with them, a defire of their happinefs, truly 
grand and pleafing conceptions ? Does the 
man^ think you, whole fituation puts it out 
^f hig power to extend his good deeds to 

man-. 
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maokmd; feel no f2^tisfe<a:ion ia dilating his 
ibul, to wi£h well to the whole^ in recom- 
mending them to the univerfal pajrent, in 
ihedding the generous tear, when a tear is 
all he has to beftow, over the children of af- 
flidion ? Aik himfeif* He will inform you, 
that the gooda of this world (hould never be 
a bribe for him, to fteel his heart againft t^e 
calamities of the u^ifortunate, or deprive him 
of the joy of ranging through the great circle 
of God's creation, to wi(h well to all rational 
beings. A contrafted temper is always fret- 
ful, pecvifh, and difquieted. The fources 
of its pleafures muft peceflarily be fe\v and 
icanty ; whereas a benevolent diippfition is 
not only a fburce of the higheft delight in 
itfelf, but it leaves a man open to the feveral 
gratifications of this life, and to all the inno- 
cent enjoyments that man is heir to. This 
temper both gives a reliHi to a perfop's own 
proper pleafures, and appropriates' jto him 
thole of his fellow-creatures. He rejoices 
with thofe that rejoice ; and, even when in 
the houjfe of mourning he weeps witb them 
that weep, there is a fecret charm which 
more than repays the Ibrrow. 

Again: 
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Again: Would you wifti- to a£l prtopeily fo 
as to obtaii^' the approbation of your fclloW- 
cteittfeSj^ dSid tti ^peaf amiable in theif 
eyes ? Ther6 is not fo efFeftual a method to 
procure tht efteerti and love of mankind^ a» 
to wilh Well to themy ind to convince every 
ori6 with whom yoii have intercourfc, that 
you have tli6it happiliefs at heart. Sympathy 
is the gnit bond of union among human 
fouls. To ralfe any ^fFeftion in the breaft of 
ahother, th« moft direct dourfe is to ftiew a 
fnhiUi- tthe in yo\it own* Thus the man 
peflefT^ of the moft generous and unlimited 
gbbd-will, who cdrifiders his feUow-^creatures 
as ifo hifthy of hid brtthfSn^ and is fteadfaft in 
all tfa^ t>!Mce6 of humamty^ kmdneis^ and 
charity, is fure not only to be the objeft of 
ai^6batie»^, btit alfo tht oll^ed of affbaion. 
Who ife the foVerfeign that gaitts the afieAioJi 
of his pe<^te', the geileral that obtains thfe 
good-will of his army> the magiftrate that 
attaches thei'egai^d df Ms citi^Kns, the mcigh* 
bOur whom air ^hat know %ak wdl of? & 
it hot he, who Uttcws that he defervres to be- 
bcflovfed, by fliA IdvJng -thofe with whom he 
is coririe<^ed? Refieift Upon the charttact* 
which til ways ^havfe been^ and always am 
• con- 
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confidered as the moft amiable and engaging, 
and the circumftances which have made theni 
bfe thought fb : are they not thofe who have 
either been lovers of mankind, and of their 
country, or the friends of the fatherlels and 
of the poor? Hath not hiftory confecrated to 
khmortality thofe who in heathen times, im- 
pelled by a falfe religion, but with a \iew 
tofave their countr}', willingly devoted them- 
falves to deftruftion ? Such an effe6l had 
this patriotifm on thofe who were witnefles 
of it, that their veneration carried them b?n 
yond all reaibnable bounds, infomuch that 
they paid them divine honours. It muft be 
owned, that with the greateft juftice the 
memory of thofc heroes is to this day highly 
regarded. 

When we read that Mofes abandoned the 
pleaflires of a court, and of vice, for tbe fake 
of his people; when we confider his conti- 
nual watchings for their happinefs, his pray- 
ers for their recovery after they had ofFended, 
his mild forbearance with their froward and 
rebellious temper; do we not behold him in 
the moft engaging view that man can be ex- 
hibited in ? The fplendour of David's crown 
aend the luftre of Ixis royalty, arc quire 

eclipIcJ 
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cclipfed by the glory of the man, when we 
fee rcmorfe for his fin, and love for his peo- 
ple, prompting thefe generous fentiments*: 
/ have ftnned ; but for thefe Jheep ijchaf have 
they done f Let thy hand be againfi me^ and 
ngainjl my fathei'^s houfe^. How amiable 
is the charafter of the moft patient man, 
• who, in the depth of his diftrefs, was able to 
make this noble appeal to Heaven : Did I 
not weep far him that was in trouble ? IViu 
not my foul grieved for the poor ^? I was 
eyes to the blind^ and feet was I to the 
lame ; the blejjing of him that was ready to 
perifl^ came upon me^ and I caufed the widovtfs 
heart to fng for joy ^. But above all, how 
divinely engaging is the charafter of Chrift 
Jefus, who (hewed the moft illuftrious in- 
ftance of good- will to men that the world 
ever (aw ; for he came to be a ranfbm for 
many, and to purchafe their redemption: 
he led a life of unexampled forrow, and fuf- 
fered a death overwhelming to all the po\*^- 
ers of humanity. Greater love hath no man 
than tbis^ that a man fhould lay down his 
life for his friends ; but God commendeth his 

love 

* I Chi^ia. XXI. 17. « Job xxx, 15. * Job xxxi, 13. i j. 
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Jove to usy in that mhik we were yet Jinr 

ners Chrtji died for us '^. O Jcfiis, let all na- 

.tions bow down before thee, and let all peo* 

.pie praife thee, for thy love to ii^ankxnd is 

inexpreflible ! 

But finally, brethren, confider, as a n^iQ- 
live to engage you to univerfal £Ood-will 
. and to all the offices of kindnefs and charity, 
\ that this is the only, way truly to ^ihe^w. your- 
.felves the difciples of Chrift Jefus. By this 
Jhallalimen know that ye are my difciples^ 
if ye l(yve-one another^, ^his^ faith be^ is my 
s commandment y that ye love one another^ as I 
. have loved you ; and again, ,a*new command- 
ment I give unto youj t^at ye love one ano- 
• ther^. Deceive not yourfelves ; if the fpirit 
. of love dwclleth not-in you, ye are Grangers 
: to the power of Ch^-ift's religion. , You. may 
. wear the appearance of religion ; but ify9u 
be addidl^ to ill- will,. hatred, revenge,. un- 
.charitableness, though you fliould artfully 
^eodeavour to conceal (Ivem, in the fight of 
. God you are^ at b^ t^ut whited . f€5)ulchres, 
. and to you the New.Teftament ^lip5 ^1 
/the woes pronounced, agaifift ^the^ Ph^rifees, 

thofc 

^•}Qt»xw.$z- ftiou^ifyt. < Jp^M^ xiii. J4« 35* 
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thofe -hypocrites of old, -by the infallible 
Teacher of mankind. Above all things, 
tbe^, toy brdthren, have* fervent charity » and 
remember that this commandment we have 
from Chrift, that he who loveth God^ love 
his brother alfo **. If you have any refent- 
ments, iiow lay them afide. If you have a 
contrafted J^irit, give yourfelvcs no reft 
till you overcome it ; and put on as the eleSl 
of Godj holy and beloved^ bowels of mercies^ 
kindnefsy humblenefs of mindy meeknefsj hng* 
ff^ff^ring^ forbearing one another^ andforgiv^ 
ing ofte another^ if any man have a quarril 
againjl any; even as Chriji forgaoe you\fo 
alfo do ye I and above all thefe' things j^ut on 
charity J which is the bondofperfe£inefs\ 

^ x*Johii iv« at. ^Qf^* iii. la, ti^Xh* 
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Co LOSS I A Ns iii. 14. 

And above all thefe things^ put on Charity ^ 
which is the bond of perfeflnefs. 

1 HE fame word which in this verfe, and 
in feveral other parts of the New Teftament, 
is tranflated charity^ is alfo frequently ren- 
dered love. Thus, JValk in love^i follow if- 
ter righteoufnefs^ godlinefsy faith^ love^. I 
may further remark to you, that the word 
is derived from that which our Saviour ufes 
in the following paflages, and many others 
of the fame import: ^hou Jhalt love thy 
neighbour as thyfelf. T'his is my command'- 
ment^ that ye love one another^. By this 
expreflion, the bond of perfe&nefs^ is meant, 
that this love or charity is the moft perfeft 
bond of human fociety ; that it is that virtue 
which, if properly exerted, would retain 

men 

• Eph. V. 1. . ** I Tim. vi. 1 1. <^ Matth. xix. 19. 

^ John XV. 12. 
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"men in the praftice of all thofe duties which 
they owe to one another, and prevent thofe 
vices which occafion fo much difturbance 
and prefent mifery. 

From thefe words, I might properly draw 
fcvcral fubje6ks of difcourfe; but I purpofe 
only, .at this time, to explain the nature and 
properties of Chriftian charityk 

Charity may be defined that difpofition 
which inclines us to think and fpeak well of 
our fellow-creatures, and to deal kindly with 
them. Mere benevolence, or good-will, re- 
gards the beneficence of our aftions, and 
our difpofition to do good. Charity includes 
this, but refpefts, more immediately, the 
fentiments and aflfeflions which we feel to- 
wards others. Under the definition now 
given, are comprehended various virtues, to 
which, in the ordinary intefcourfe of life, we 
give different names. Thus it comprehends 
candour in our judgments, fairnefs in our 
adions, humanity and kindnefs in our whole 
behaviour. It alfo implies the abfence of 
feveral of the UaCkefl: vices of human nature, 
malice, envy, felfenefs, deceit, cruelty, op- 
prefHon, (lander. Charity, in this refpe^, 
may be compared to a liberal fountain, giving 
K rife 
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rife to a large river, which in its courfe di- 
vides itfelf into feveral branches, and dif- 
perfes health and plenty over the countries 
through which it runs. And as this diipo- 
fition of mind, which we are confidering, 
may properly be denominated the parent of 
many diflind virtues ; fb it may be remark- 
ed, that a fmall variation in the objefts to- 
wards which it is exercifed, occafions its 
being called by different appellations. Thus, 
our love to mankind is termed benevolence ; 
our love to our country, patriotifm; our 
love to our friends, friendfliip ; our love to 
our kindred or families, afFeftion. Neither 
is it furprifmg that from the fame (imple, 
original quality, fhould proceed fiich various 
and extenfive effcfts. We may obferve in 
the natural world, that from the fame feed 
arife many fhlks, each containing many ears 
of the fame kind that was fown. Fr<Mn a 
finall feed arifeth a tree with a trunklt, branch- 
es and leaves, between which, anil the feed 
depofited in the ground, the mofl fharp- 
fighted can trace no refemblancc, and which 
f roduceth, in its turn, many feeds of the 
£une kind. There is a likenefs and analogy 
between thefe things and the principles of 

OUF 
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our minds ; or, perhaps, the qualities of the 
latter, admit ftill of greater and more fur- 
prifing variations. The fimple, original 
qualities of our mind are probably not very 
numerous ; but they are, as it were, feeds 
fbwn by the hand of the Creator, which 
gradually expand themfelves, grow up, and 
affume very various and diftinft appearances. 
The (imple quality itfelf requires fbme ab- 
ftradion and attention to obferve it; like 
a fmall feed, fcacccly vilible to the naked 
eye, but its cffedts are obvious to every 
perfbn. 

As charity, therefore, comprehends fo 
many virtues, and has fuch exteniive influ- 
ence on the conduit of life, both in impel- 
ling to that which is right, and in reftrain- 
ing from that which is wrong ; it will be 
much more ufcful to confider it with reipett 
to its effects and confequences, than to re- 
gard it merely in an abftra£t light. And to 
render what I have to fay as praftical as pof- 
fible, I fhall confider the influence of charity 
upon the mind, and behaviour of a C4iriftian 
with refpedl to the world; with reipeft to 
his country ; with rcfpe£t to thofe with 
whom he is conneSed in the fame city, 
K z neigh- 
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neighbourhood^ or (bciety ; with relpeft to 
thole who differ from him in religious prin- 
ciples or (pinions ; with refpeA to his ene- 
mies ; and with refpcGt to the vicious and 
abandoned. 

Firft : Let us confider the efFeft of chari- 
ty with refped to the world. The furvey 
of the narrownefs of our prefent power and 
fphere of a£lion, of the extent of our capa- 
city of thought and perception, gives us the 
prolpeft of a Oontrift that is very wonder- 
ful. Our power of beftowing happinefs up- 
on others, or procuring it to ourfelves, is 
very limited; but our thought Can range 
from one region to another, and travel with 
the lightning of Heaven. Before we can 
move thofe clogs of mortality which we 
wear, from one ftreet to another, our imagi* 
nations are able to encompafs the globe, or 
to vilit the ftars. We find that the defircs 
and affedions of our nature are not fuited to 
our powers of aftion, but to our capacity of 
thought and imagination ; and the man who 
entertained no wifties, inclinations, or pro- 
penfions, but fuch as his prefcnt power could 
gratify or accompliih, would be fcarce fupe- 
rior to a reptile, notwithllanding his form. 

When 
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When we compare our connexions and ac- 
quaintance, thofe with whom we interchange 
mutual good offices, with the general body 
of mankind, they are limited within very 
narrow bounds, and confined to a very linall 
number : but there is a ftrong law, the law 
of humanity, which connects us with all 
who arc endowed with the fame conunon 
nature. No impailable mountains, no inna- 
vigable oceans, no inhofpitable deferts, are 
boundaries to intercept the force and au- 
thority (^this law. Like the fun, it extends 
its heat and its influence to the utmofl cor- 
ner of the earth, and proves a connecting 
principle with all our fellow-creatures* 

Suitable to this general and extenfive law 
of humanity, Chriflian charity requires that 
we wifh well unto all, and offer fiipplica- 
tions to Gtod upon their account. / exhort^ 
therefore^ fays the Apoftle to Timothy, that 
fuppUcations^ prayers y interceffiom^ and giving 
(f thanks^ he made for all men''. 

By our neighbour, according to our Savi- 
our's religbn,is not to be underftood, one who 
lives in the fame country, who is governed 

* I Tim, ii, 1. 
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by the fame laws, x)r fubjeft to the fame po* 
lity ; but every one who is endowed with 
the fame nature* To every fuch perfon, 
whether Chriftian, Jew, Pagan, or Maho- 
metan, we are to abound in love, and to do 
good whenever we have opportunity. A good 
Chrjflkii, when he thinks of the mileries, 
blihdnefs, errors, and vices which prevail in 
the world, will furely, out of a pure heart, 
and a good confcience, pray to the Father of 
mercy to remove them ; and in the fervour 
of his fpirit, and the fincerity of his love, 
wifh that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
become the kingdoms of our Godj and of his 
Son JefusChriJi. 

Secondly : Let us confider the influence of 
charity, upon the temper and conduft of a 
Chriftian with refpefl to his country. As 
the Almighty has divided men into king- 
doms and nations upon the face of the parth, 
it is a part of the conftitution of Providence 
that we receive particular benefits from cer- 
tain laws, governments, and tradts of coun- 
try. This gives us a particular connexion 
with certain communities, and in a well- 
difpofed mind, confers ypon the principle of 
charity, the modification of love of our 

country. 
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country. Now charity, in this refpeft, ob* 
ligeth us to pray for the profperity of our 
country, and to contribute to it as far as in 
our power. It requires us to pay a deference 
to the laws, and to refpeft and obey our 
lawful governors; to contemn honours^ 
power, or intereft, when they cannot be ob- 
tained in a confiftence with the laws ; and 
to facrifice private and partial views to the 
happinefs of the ftate. Thefe are general 
obligations upon every man: neither arc 
they to be reckoned hard or fevere; for in 
experience, I believe, it will be found, that 
the love of our country, reverence and obc* 
dience to its laws, prove the furcft path to 
the true happinefs of individuals. And, 
liirely, the confideration of the free and hap- 
py conftitution under which we live, of 
the general juflice and equity of our laws, of 
the fecurity that is commonly poflcfled, not 
only for our lives, but for our intereffe and 
property, ought to ftrengthen and increafe, 
in every Briton, this fentiment of love to his 
country. 

That what has been now advanced is en* 

tirely agreeable to the fpirit and tenor of the 

fcripture, is manifefl. With what warmth 

K 4 does 
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docs every Jew fpeak of the city of Jenit 
falem, and of that people who were feparated 
by the Lord from all the nations of the 
earth I How afieftionately does our Saviour 
ipeak of the fame people, and what eameft- 
nefs and anxiety does he difcover for their 
welfare! But fHll farther; though at the 
time of his coming they were retained in 
fiibjeftion to a foreign power, (b far from 
encouraging any rebellious fentiments againft 
their conquerors, or uiing any means, as 
they imagined that he would, to deliver them 
fi-om their oppreffion, he teaches that it was 
their duty, to render unto Cdcfar the things 
that are Ceefar^s^ and rcfufcs not himfelf 
the jurifdidtion of a court, where a gover- 
nor, of his appointment, preiided. The doc* 
trine that is delivered in the 13th chapter of 
the epifUe to the Romans, is entirely con* 
formable to thefe fentiments. Let every fml 
be fubjeH unto the higher powers^ (fays the 
ApofUe) for there is no power but of Godi 
the powers that be are ordained of God: 
IVhofoever^ therefore^ refijieth the power ^ re- 
JiJIetb the ordinance of God. Wherefore ye 

muji 
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muji not only be fubjedi for wrath ^ hut for 
confctence fake. What has been before faid 
relates to the duty of men in general, with 
refpeft to their country. I may add, that 
the principle of love of our country lays 
particular obligations upon men in particu* 
lar circumftances. Thus it is the duty of 
the ftatefinan, to confiilt and deliberate for 
the good of his couhtry; of all officers of 
juftice, to adminifter equity impartially ; of 
the fbldier and failor, to encounter the ene- 
mies of the ftate with bravery ; and of all 
who have any public truft, to execute it 
with integrity. 

Thirdly : Let us confider the influence of 
the law df charity 4 with refpeft to thofe who 
live in the fame city, neighbourhood, or fo- 
ciety. There are many whofe views are fb 
narrow, and whofe knowledge is fo confined, 
that they fcarcely form to themfelves concep- 
tions of the general body of mankind, or 
even of that large community of which they 
are members. We feel ourfelves more ready 
to pity the ignorance, than to condemn the 
vice of fuch tnen. But there are none who 
have the naturtl ufe of reafon, who are not 
feniible of their comiexion with their fellow- 
citizens. 
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citizens, or neighbours, or with that par- 
ticular fbciety, or order of men to which they 
belong* And here, if all the eflefts of love 
and charity were to be with-held, the foun- 
dations of (bciety would be overturned. Our 
fiate would be much worie than that of tho(e 
miferable lavages who live in the woods^ 
ibpport tbemielves upon the fruits which 
nature fpontaneoufly produces, and fear a 
foe in every man they meet. From the 
conftitution of Providence, the boaft of ab- 
fbtute independence, or even of indepen- 
dence upon our fellow-creatures, is altogether 
vain and chimerical. In ibcial life, how 
could the rich be cloathed or fed, or have 
their houfes furnifhed, or their numerous 
wants fiipplied, if it were not for the poor, 
the laborious, and the induftrious ? What 
is the title of a fovereign if he has no fub- 
jefts, but an empty name ? What arduous 
deed could a general perform, if he were de- 
ferted by all his troops ? 

In human life we are linked together by 
a chain formed by the hand of Omnipotence, 
and to this connexion both duty and necef- 
fity (hould CTTgage us to fubmit. With re- 
gard, therefore, to thofe of our fellow-crea- 
tures 
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tures with whom we have immediate in* 
tercourfe, the law of charity obligeth us to 
zd: with all fairncfs, honefly, fincerity and 
kindnefs. It obligeth the rich to refufe the 
gains of oppreffion, to be mild, merciful, 
ready to relieve the wants of the indigent, 
and compaffionate the wretched brethren of 
their nature. It obligeth thofe in an inferi- 
or ftation to be juft and faithful in thpir 
fervke, fubmiffive in their behaviour, and 
grateful for the good offices they receive. It 
obligeth all men to be candid in their inter- 
pretation of one another's actions and inten- 
tions, to bear with one another's frailties, 
and to forgive each other's faults. Such be- 
haviour every perfon expefts, and thinks 
reafbnable with regard to himfelf ; and no 
rule can be more equitable, than to do to 
others as we would that others fhould do 
to us. 

But in fociety the charafters of men, and 
the relations on which we fland to them, 
are fo different, that the application of the 
law of charity is almofl infinitely varied. To 
explain more fully the nature of this virtue, 
let us confider,— 

Foiuthly, 
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Fourthly, The efFcfts it will produce with 
lefpeft to thoie who differ from us in reli» 
{ious principles and opinions. Upon this 
fubje£l there are two oppofite fentiments; 
both of which feem to me to be erroneous* 

Firft : Some think, that error in religious 
principle is fo fatal and damnable, that thejr 
can have no good thoughts of thofe men who 
entertain it, and cannot believe that anv who 
are fo unacceptable in the fight of God, can 
be entitled to any particular offices of kind* 
nefs or charity, and if they would fpeak out» 
fcarcely to the common duties of humanity. 
Such fentiments ftiock all our feelings. Our 
Saviour difapproves of them in the ftrongeft 
manner, when he rebukes the forward zeal 
of his followers, who defired to deftroy thofc 
that refufed to admit him into their city> 
by calling for fire from Heaven. Surely men 
who think in this way, know not what fpirit 
they are of ^. 

On the other hand, many feem to think, 
that there is no neceflity nor propriety in- 
giving one*s felf concern about religious 
opinions, provided the pradUce be upright 

and 

f Luke ix, 54, 55, 
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^amd honeft. But certainly truth defervcs 
ottT Search. Juft opinions itYfluence our con- 
duct ia iOiaiiy degrees. In many inftances^ 
even in ways that we cannot now con* 
ccivc, they may promote our futuw happi- 
nefs, or under the goVernttaent of God, the 
want of thwn may occaficm much future 
wretchednefs and diftrcfs* To maintaiH 
faire, therefore, the faith thlit we believe to 
iiave beef! delivered to the faints, is our duty; 
and s&eal in the propagation of it becomes % 
Chriftian. But what is that aeal ? Is it the 
Titzi ai a furious party-man, of an enthufi- 
aft, .ot a perfecutor ? No ; thefe charaSeis 
are-ddteftable. is it not, then, the zeal of a 
teafbiutble inquirer, of an honeft and .a good 
inan, ovho tnily believes, and firmly main-^ 
iaiiis iiis opinions ; who at the fame time 
that he endeavours to reftify the errors eif 
iiis fellow-creatures, yet pities thofe wfe^ 
are mifled by thefe errors, becaufe be knows 
lumfelf to be expoied to error ? Is it a«eal 
4bout modes, ceremonies, and the externals 
x>f religion ? Or is it about matters of^which 
the iijaportance is obvious ? Surely :the latter. 
A man may properly think that nothing re- 
lating to religion is of fo little confequence 

as 
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as not to engage his attention; but the 
weightier matters of the law will employ 
his thoughts much more than the lefs 
weighty^ 

Chriftian charity will then engage the 
man who is aftuated by it to differ with 
temper, to reafon with moderation, to try 
to convince by the weight of his arguments, 
not by the violence of his paffions. He 
knoweth that the ivrath of man worketh 
not the righteoufnefs of GodK T*he fervant 
ef the Lord will not Jlrive^ but be gentle 
unto all men^ apt to teach^ patient^ in meek-- 
nefs injirudiing them that oppofe themfehesK 
As he will try to convince, fo he will be 
ever open to hear, and to weigh the rea- 
fbns of his adverfaries. Senfible of the 
weaknefs of human nature, and in how dif- 
ferent hghts the fame thing appears to dif- 
ferent men, y^ even to the fame man at 
different times, he will flill maintain his 
differences in the bond of peace. He will 
not affume the flrangc work of the Lord, 
or denounce the judgments of Heaven ; but 
rather hope that in fome future period, both 

he 
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he himfelf, and thofe that oj^ofe him, may 
be brought to fee more clearly, and have 
all their errors diipeilecL Let Mahoioetaiss 
employ the fword to bring men to Ac obe* 
dience of their prophet, and to reduce them 
to uniformity in religion : but oh that ChriA 
tians never had forgot that the voice whkh 
u&ered in their Matter into the world, pro- 
claimed peace on earth, and good-will to 
men ; and that the weapons by which he 
eftablifhes his kingdom, are not carnal, but 
i^ritual ! 

Fifthly : Let us confider in what maimer 
Chriflian charity ihould engage us to bdiavc 
to our enemies. 

There is no principle in human nature 
more apt to exert itfelf than refentmcut, 
when we meet with any treatment that we 
judge improper, undeferved, or fevere. Ilie 
firft feeHng is natural, unavoidable, and ne- 
ceffary in the prefent fituation of mankind : 
but the due moderation and reftraint of it 
conmionly expofes us to one of the hardeft 
trials that we meet with in life. Herein, 
then, confifts the viftory gnd triumph of 
the Chriftian, that the greateft and moft 
unprovoked injuries he always abftains from 

revenging. 



sevengin^. His honefiy and his caruloiif 
are too great not to let his enemy know^ 
that he is fenlible of the ill-^treatment he 
has raet widi, hut his dharity and felf-go-^ 
verament are fo great, diat he fufFers no in-* 
juFious expreflion to pais his lips ; and were 
his foe in his power, his firft attempt would 
be to reclaim him by meeknefs, gentlenefs, 
and true greatnefs of mind ; and Upon his 
repentance, he would cordially be reconciled 
to hkn, and receive him as his brother. If 
that were rendered imprafticable, the utmoft 
length lie would go, would be to deprive 
him of the power of repeating the like in- 
juftice ; or if his crime deferved the intef- 
pofition of the magiftrate, he might delivef 
him to the juft puniihment q£ the laws : but 
every impartial fpc6ator might obferve the 
tmeafinefs he felt at being compelled to fuch 
feverity* 

Do you t&ink this pitch of virtue furpafled 
human nature? We fometimes, though 
rarely, fee that pride produceth this for-^ 
givenefs, as thinking the perfon who has 
offended below coi>(ideration : and ihall the 
nbbleft virtue <^the hiuxian heart be thought 

lefs 
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leis powerful, upon all occafions, than a bad 
quality is Ibmetimes ? I am fure no duty 
can be more plainly required, or more 
ftrongly infifted upon, than this great duty 
is in the gofpel. If thy brother^ iays our 
Saviour, trefpafs againji tbee^ rebuke hm\ 
mid if he repent^ forgive him ; and if he 
trefpafs againji thee feven titnes in a day^ 
and feven times in a day turn again to thee^ 
faying J I repent y thou Jhalt forgive him ^. 
Upon every interpretation that thefe words 
\vill admit, they Ihow that the Chriftian 
muft carry this temper of forgivenefs to the 
highcft pitch. Again, fays our Saviour^ 
Love your enemies ^ ^blefs them that eurfe yoUj 
do good to them that hate yoUy and pra^ 
for them that defpitefuUy ufe you^ and per^ 
fecute you ^. The fame virtue is ftrongly 
recommended in that parable which is con- 
tained in the i8th chapter of Matthew, 
where the king is reprefented as taking 
an account of his fervants, and punifliing 
that one fevcrely who (hewed no mercy 
to his fellow. It concludes with thefe re- 
L markable 

^ LukczviL 3* -. I Matth. ▼# 24. 
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markable words : So likewife Jhall my hea^ 
venly Father do alfo unto you^ jf y^ f^om 
your hearts J or give not every one his brother 
their trefpaJfeSk 

Laftly : Let Us confider the influence of 
Chriftian charity on our behaviour, with re- 
fpeft to the vicious and abandoned. A hatred 
of vice is natural to an upright mind, and 
the feeling this is one of the ftrongeft fymp- 
toms of a good difpofitidn, and one of the 
fureft guards of virtue. That we fhould in*- 
cline to aflbciate with the juft, and feel a 
ftronger attachment to them, and that^ oia 
the contrary, we fhould abftain from the 
company of the vicious, is furely lawful, 
prudent, and commendable. But there are 
many occafions in life, where unlefs, as the 
Apoftle (peaketh, we were to go out of the 
worlds we cannot avoid meeting with the 
impious, the unjufl, and the intemperate^ 
It would, perhaps, be neither good for them, 
nor for ourfelves, that we refolved never to 
meet with them. The worft are ftill con- 
nected with us while in this world, by the 
great tic of humanity ; and when we con- 
fider the mifcry of vice, and the future pu- 

^ nifhment 
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niihment that awaits it, a charitable mind is 
apter to commiferate than to deteft. 

In thcfe inftances, charity, therefore, ob- 
ligeth us to take all proper opportunities of 
inftrufting, of admonilhiag, of reproving, 
of (hewing our difapprobation of the crime, 
and yet our love of the criminal. Of all 
the weapons ever yet devifed, to bend the 
wills, alter the. temper, andfubdue the hearts 
of men, feverity, fburnefs, bittemefs, anger, 
are the leaft agreeable to a good mind, and 
the leaft fuccefsful in themfelves. Whereas 
meekne&, gentlenefs, and yet firmnefs, the 
awe and authority of virtue, without the 
forbidding air of ftubboronefs, the foft and 
amiable charms of true goodnefs, the g^ne* 
xofity of fympathy, the mild, yet penetra- 
ting words prompted by thefe difpofitt6ns, 
prove the moft powerful means, and have 
the ftrongeft influence in gaining finners, in 
rcftraining them from vice, and in winning 
over wiling fubjefts to the interefts of true 
religion. 
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P5ALM II. 17. 

5r>&^ facrifices of God are a broken fplrlt ; 
a broken and a contrite hearty O Godj 
thou wilt not defpife. 

It is extremely probable that this Pfalm, 
in which the fentiments of a true penitent 
are fo ftrongly expreffed, was compoied by 
David, after a fenfe df his guilt had been 
raifed by the affefting parable of Ijj^athany 
which we read in the kiith chapter of the 
iecond bode of Samuel, and of which, the 
occafion and the confequences are fo well 
known. This whole compofition ^Uicovers 
a mind overwhelmed with forrow, agitated 
with remorfe, earneft for mercy, and pe* 
netrated with all that variety of emotions^ 
which the refleftion upon flagrant crimes, 
when it is neither blunted by obduracy nor 
irritatQd by dcfpair, fo naturally infpires. 

In 
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In compofitions of this kind^ we are not . 

to expert a ftri£fc connexion of thought.. 

Such a connexion would totally deftroy their 

beauty, and be a iiire proof that the paffipn- 

o£ grief, and the feelings of penitence which- 

they exhibit, were affumed, not real. Their 

true merit confifts in the correfpondence'^of 

thofentiments andexpreflions, to that anir 

mated and varied tenour of foul, from which 

they are fuppofed to flow. Gonfidered in 

this, light, the Pfalm before us abounds with 

beauties that muft ftrike every fenfible reader. 

In the i4tfaLand 15th verffcs, Disivid implores, 

in the mofl: fervent manner, deliverancci 

from, the guilt of that blood, which he ha* 

& cau(elefsly and) bafely fhed> the recoUec-* 

tion.oCwhich\crime^ rendered him unablcv 

to addrefs this God of purity with confidence- 

andfneedom^ till he had, received* fome aflii- 

rwceqf his pandon. Deliver me fromSloed- 

gi(iltine/sy ^OGoJj thw God of iny falvation^ 

and.tny tongue Jhalljing. aloud of thy rigbtf 

omfnefs^ Q,Ij)rdj open thou my lips^ and my 

mouth Jhalljhew forth thy frmfe^ The re- 

fleidtion upon.hi8 guilt naturally brings to hid* 

roiftd thofe facrifices which were commonly 

thought to be of an expiatory nature, but 

L 3 which. 
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which, as we may learn from various 
places of the Pfalms, David well knew 
to be of no value on their own account, 
and to be only fo far acceptable to God, 
as they were accompanied with fuitable 
difpofitions in the offerer. For thou dejireji 
not facrificey elfe would I give it ; thou de- 
lightefi not in burnt-offering \ But he knew 
well that the fentiments of penitence, and 
the meltings of heart occafioned by them^ 
had an intrinfic worth, and a natural pro- 
priety. The facrifice never failed to be 
acceptable, when attended with fuch a tem- 
per ; and without any external facrifice, this 
temper was always a pleafing and efficacious 
offering. The facrifices of God are a broken 
fpirit ; a broken and a contrite hearty O God^ 
thou wilt not defpife. The metaphorical ex* 
preflion of a broken fpirit is readily under- 
flood ; and the repetition of the fentiment, 
which in the latter part of the verfe ia 
thrown into the form of an addrefs to God, 
not only leaves a ftronger impreffion, but 
is extremely natural, as it marks that hope 
4nd comfort, which are intermingled with 

tho 
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the grief of a penitent, when he reflefts upon 
the mercy and placability of God. 

It were needlefs to confume more time 
in explaining the propofition contained in 
the text, which is of itfelf fb intelligible, 
namely, that a penitent difpofition, or un- 
feigned forrow for paft offences, is accepta- 
ble to the Almighty. But I think it may be 
both an agreeable and ufeful employment, 
to trace, if poflible, fbme of thofe caufes, on 
account of which, repentance is reckoned in 
fcripture fo important a virtue, and declared 
to be (b pleafing to God. This inquiry, if 
it is properly profecuted, will difcover to us 
the reafbnablenefs, and the neceffity of a pe- 
nitent difpofition, and furnifli an opportunity 
of obviating thofe objections, which, either 
from levity, or miftake, may be thrown out 
upon this fubjeft. 

I would only premife, that when we trace 
the reafons on account of which repentance, 
or, in the language of the text, a broken and 
a contrite hearty is io acceptable to God, it 
is not neceflary to fuppofe that man is fb 
conftituted, as to be capable of difceming 
the whole, or even the principal of them. 
There may be relations and fitnefles of the 
L4 moft 
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moft important nature, and thofe immedi- 
ately regarding human chara£lers, to which 
moft men, perhaps the wifefl, are entire 
ilraagers. ' And though an ignorance of the 
ends diat are promoted, and of the manner 
in which they are promoted by a certain 
temper and behaviour, no doubt fonns fome 
prefumption againA the connexion between 
the means, and the end, yet this prefumption 
may be overcome in many different ways. 
But Aill it is to be remembered, that oiur 
Maker is pleaied, in moft cafes, not only to 
point -out our duty to us, but alio to lay open 
the reaibns or grounds of its di^rent bran- 
ches ; and when we plainly difcern any part 
of our conduift, or any difpofition of our 
mind, to be adapted to the general conftitu- 
tion of man, or produiSkive of good efFc<Sts, 
we are naturally led to conclude, that this 
fitncfs and tendency, though, as far as we 
fee them, they may not be the fole or pria- 
cipal caufes of the Divine approbation, do 
yet, in fome meafure, determine the Deity 
to beftow his approbation. Let us, there- 
fore, proceed to confider, with aU humility 
and attention, what thofe circumftances are, 
in a penitent difpofition, upon wliich its 

amiablenefs 
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amiablenefs and uieftdiiefs depend, and which 
render it acceptable to God. 

In the firft place : I would obfcrve, that 
when a perfon has violated the laws of Hea- 
ven, and afted contrary to the dilates of his 
own confcience, it is a part of his conftitu- 
tion, that the refleftiou upon his guilt (hould 
fiU him with remorfe. 

It isz part of the duty of confcience, to 
condemn our evil adtions after they are comr 
mitted, as well as to warn us againft them 
befoKrhand^ and excite us to avoid them. 
Itt giving^ way, therefore, to the natural feel- 
iags of Ac mind, when they are prompted 
by tcaibn,. and: have the fandion of confci- 
ence,. there 13, independent of the utihty of 
fvushi % conduA, ibmething fo amiable in the 
eye: of naan^ that we cannot but fuppofe it 
at. tlto fame time acceptable in the fight of 
God. 

In many inftances, the retraining and mof- 
dexiatoig of the natural feelings of the mind^ 
is one coQ&leFable part of our duty ; but the 
^ppreffiflg' m counteracting of them altoge- 
ther, dKm^ this has fbmetimes been the 
boafi^aim of philofbphy, is plainly reverfing 
the WQ(k of God,, and diftin£tly oppofing that 

intention 
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• intention which is difcovercd to us in the 
conftruftion of our inward frame. Were 
there nothing more in contrition and fbrrow 
of heart for paft (ins, but merely giving fcope 
to that felf-reproach, which confcience ex- 
cites on their account, we muft neceflarily 
approve the exercife of it. In like manner, 
we cannot but condemn the perfbn who, 
though he has given the jufteft occafion for 
foch fentiments of remorfe, is altogether a 
ftranger to them. 

If it be objefted, that what is pad cannot 
be recalled, that an aftion already committed 
cannot be altered, or cancelled by the tears 
that are now fhed for it ; I anlwer, Becauft 
I cannot recall what is paft, becaufe my fu- 
ture conduit cannot cancel or obliterate my 
former fins, therefore difquiet and compunc- 
tion take hold of my mind ; and by indulging 
this compunftion to a certain degree, I am 
ienfible that I adt in conformity to the beft 
principles of my nature, and I approve of 
fuch conduft, as I do in many other cafes, 
without reflefting upon the advantage with 
which it may be attended. When one hears 
the lafl groan of an only child, or lends a 
hand to clofc 'his eyes, the tear naturally 

falls, 
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fells, and grief takes pofleflion of the fbuL 
We approve of that tear, and fympathize 
with this grief: but will a river of tears recall 
to its ancient receptacle the departed fpirit, 
or, as far as we know, procure the leaft be- 
nefit to that objeft of our afFedlion for whom 
they are Ihed ? Yet the man whofc eyes arc 
dry from confiderations of this kind, we con- 
demn as an unfufceptible and felfifh being, 
who refufes to endure a pain which his na- 
ture prompts him to fufFer, becaufe it can- 
not contribute to the completion of his dc- 
fires. 

Thus the confideration that fbrrow for our 
paft offences is natural to the human mind, 
or, in other words, conformable to that con- 
ftitution which God has given us, affords us 
juft reafbn to conceive that they will meet 
with his approbation and acceptance. I have 
faid that it affords us juft reafbn to conceive, 
becaufe I am fenfible^ that what has now 
been faid, would prove too weak a founda- 
tion for fiipporting the affurance of his ac- 
ceptance, if we bad nothing to aid us in our 
rcfcarch but the light of nature. But every 
one will obferve that to inveftigate the rea- 
ibnableucfs of a doArine that is revealed, is 

quite 
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quite a. difFerent thing from eftablifliing the 
certainty of tlie feme dp6lrinc, if no revek'* 
l»on had been granted! to us* 

I have not in this difcourfe ufed any argu- 
inents tp prove th^t remorife is natural to ai 
guilty mind: Everyman is fenfible* that it 
i^. We arje furprifcd! when we meet wiA* 
any peribn,. who is not filled witb horror by- 
tjie confciouihefs of an atrociouscrimc which^ 
he has p^rpatratedv Malcfaftors, when Aey 
aljpw thennrf^ly;es to think, feldom: fiul to ex-, 
periense Ai& horrorv which is; the firflrftcpt 
Jo true repentance. 

But the fuitaWenQfs of a penitent difpofi- 
tipn to djte nature of raan,.ia not die iblc rea-. 
Ion for iQuppofmg it acceptable tt> God. I 
proceed, thprefoi:<, to obferve: ia the fecondl 
place^ that this contrition, feems tp be ab- 
ipiutel^ neceffery^. in ordfcr to proditce a 
change of t^mpei^ and. a refbrmation of 
condu^ 

If this fhall appear to be the cafe^. it wiU: 
be oiifi of the many inftances which evince^ 
that what is confornutble to our natures,, pror 
motes, at the fame time, the moft important 
ends. Now if a perfpn conunits a cruncv fosr 
which he feels np compuo/ftioo^ placfi himi 

in 
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in the lUcc circumftances, and what reafoa 
is there to think that he will abftain from re* 
peating it ? He was furely feduced at firft by 
the violence of fome paflion, the force of 
fome appetite, or the delire of fome end tliat 
perhaps had been allowable, if it had been 
attained -by lawful means. If the fame paf* 
(ion aflails him, if the fame appetite urges 
him, or the fame defirable end is to be attaint- 
ed by the like unlawful means, for what rea- 
fon will he abflain from an adion^ the com- 
miflion of which never gave him an hour's 
uncaiinefs ? Cain ilew his brother Abel in 
the field .; and from the hiflory it does not 
appear that at firfl he was touched with re- 
morfe« Was any thir^ more Wanting but 
another brother, and the like envy and re- 
fentment, to induce him to repeat the crime* 
It is tnie, that though fome confiderable time 
elapfed, between David's firfl guilty flep, and 
the meflage which God fent him byJMathan, 
he had only feduced one Bathfheba, and 
murdered one Uriah ; but if like beauties had 
in that interval kindled like unlawfiil defires, 
and if other Uriahs had obflrufted their gra- 
tification, what reafon is there to think, tb« 
the facrednefs of wedlock, or the refpe6l for 

a brave 
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a brave and guiltlefs fervant, would have re* 
ftrained him ? Attend to the matter as it id 
confidered in common life. If a perfon com* 
mits an unjuft aftion, for which he feels no 
fliame or remorfe, fuppofe a theft ; will any 
perfon of common fenfe, who knows this^ 
truft to his honcfty in the like fituation ? 

But where the feelings of penitence take 
poffeffion of the mind, they naturally and 
unavoidably alter the difjpofition, and have a 
dire6l influence in reforming the conduft^ 
The flings of confcience, the meltings of 
forrow, the prayers for pardon, the folemri 
renunciations of fin, and the refolutions of 
amendment, all which are included in peni« 
tence, prove fo many powerful arguments^ 
to refifl the violence of thofe paflions which 
have produced fo much pain. They will 
probably abate the flrength and impetuofity 
of unlawful defires : they will certainly prove 
natural curbs and reflraints to prevent us from 
Indulging thefe. They are evidently flrong 
incentives to prefer for the future the peace- 
ful and fedate enjoyments of virtue, and to 
abandon for ever the tumultuous, but dif^ 
quieting pleafures of vice. After David had 

fo 
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fo often watered his couch with his tears \ af- 
ter he had in fuch bittemcfs of fpirit com* 
poled his penetential pfalms ; how ftrongly 
muft his foul have been fortified againft the 
indulgence of a criminal paffion ? How de- 
termined muft he naturally have been againft 
incurring the guilt of innocent blood, which 
had already occafioned in his foul fuch exqui*- 
lite torments ? Can it be reckoned unfair to 
conclude^ that the remorle which agitated 
the mind of Peter, when he wept bitterly *= 
upon denying his Mafter, and the refolutions 
wkk which his penitence for a condu<9: fo 
daflardly and mean inlpired him, contribute 
cd greatly to render him fo intrepid during 
the remainder of his life, (o daring in the 
time of danger, and fo unftiaken in the midft 
of the moft unjuft and violent perfecutions ? 
In common life, we always fuppofe (which is 
a ftrong proof of the natural tendency of re- 
pentance) that a perfon who has been guilty 
of a bad aftion, and fuffered the compunc- 
tions of penitence, will avoid a repetition of 
that which caufed them ; and, in order to 
have a realbnable fccurity for his good beha- 
viour, 

* P&Im vi. 5, ^ Matt. xxvi. 75. 
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viour, and to difpofe tis to truft him, the 
chief difficulty lies in determining whether 
his penitence was feigned, or real. You 
-will readily fee, that by penitence, we here 
mean not thofe violent fallies of grief, which 
are to be difcovered in fome of the moft flue* 
mating and variable charaflkers ; but that an- 
gviifh of heart, that humiliation before God, 
thofe refblutions, and thofe efforts, which re- 
pentance is commonly underflood to imply. 

With regard to the curbs, or reflraints- 
which real penitence for particular crimes 
naturally lays upon the mhid, it is further to 
be obferved that, though they principally re- 
late to thofe crimes, which occafioned the 
penitence, they are not confined to them* It 
is natural, almofl unavoidable, that they 
ihould be extended to vice in general, and 
particularly to all vices that arc of a more 
atrocious nature. A man who has deeply 
repented of an expreffion injurious to his 
neighbour, will not only have flrong motives 
to guard againfl calumny in his converfation, 
but,doubtlefs, will be equally cautious of giv- 
ing a falfe teftimony againft his neighbour in 
a court of jufUce. The thought: is fb ohiri- 
ous, it cannot fail to occur. If an injurious 

expreffion 
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ttJtprfiffion dropt in common difcourfe fub- 
jedted me to fuch remorfe, what will be the 
confequcnce, what muft I feel, if in a public 
trial I give a folemn tcftimony that fliall be 
equally falfe ? This oblervation might be il- 
luftrated by a thoufand other inftances, but 
I think it is fufEciently intelligible from w^hat 
I have faid. 

Thirdly, In order to fhew the importance 
of a penitent difpofition^ and the reafon of 
its being fo acceptable to God, I would re- 
mark, that it puts the foul in a proper frame 
for receiving the impreffions of virtue in ge- 
neral. I only obferved before, that it had a 
natural tendency to reftrain us from vice, and 
to engage us to form refolutions againft it. 
This leads a ftep further. The mind of man 
has been compared to a foil, which requires 
preparation and culture before the feed can 
be thrown into it with advantage. In the 
fame manner there are certain difpoiitions of 
mind which are friendly to the leflbns of vir- 
tue, and to the precepts of religion. When 
the foul is foftened with repentance, then is 
the hour to incvdcate the maxims of purity 
and holinefs, and to animate to » virtuous 
condud* I do not fay that it is the only fea* 

M fon; 
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fon ; but furely it will be allowed that it af- 
fords one proper opportunity for this purpofe. 
If you had a pupil whom you were anxious 
to train up to virtue, when could you hope 
more efiedhially to infpire him with the love 
of mercy, gentlene^, and equity, than when 
he repented of ibme raih, injurious, or ievere 
adion ? If we were to inculcate a prudent 
and difcreet behaviour upon any neighbour 
or friend, to whom we wifhed well, when 
could we choofe a fairer occafion, than when 
he felt and lamented the ill confequences of 
a fooliih flep ? In a word, when would we 
judge a perfbn to have a proper degree of 
tra£tablenefs and ienfibility, an aptne& to im- 
bibe inftru£kion, and a difpofidon to retain it, 
if not when his heart is fbftened, his con- 
fi:ience alarmed, his abhorreiKre of guilt 
flrong, and his purpoies and aims already 
pointed to piety and virtue ? 

It was probably this natural tendency of a 
contrite fpirit which induced our Saviour to 
make it an indifpenfable requifite in thofe 
who came to him. He called not the righ- 
teous, that is, thofe who had a high opinion 
of their own merit, but tinners, or thofe who 
were deeply penetrated with a fenfe of their 

own 



S S R M O K IX. 179 

own guilt. To the fame purpofe he declares 
that he is the phyfician not to the whole, but 
to the fick. Publicans and finners rcforted 
to him, and if they had obeyed the inftruftion 
of his fore-runner, who admoniflied them to 
repent, they never were rejefted. Many of 
the parables which our Saviour delivered, re- 
prefent the fame truth in the ftrongeft man- 
ner. Penitence may, therefore, be confidered 
as the ground- work of virtue, or the culture 
that prepares the foul for its reception. 

In the fourth place, I obferve, that as it 
has this tendency in general, fb it is particu- 
larly calculated for the improvement and ex- 
ercife of fome of the moft capital virtues of 
the Chriftian life. If we confider any one 
virtuous difpofition, as prevailing in the mind^ 
it has probably a remote tendency to form a 
complete charafter of virtue andholinefs, and 
lays a foundation for thofe virtues that leaft 
refemble itfelf. It has Ibme kind of attrac- 
tive quality with relpeft to every thing that 
bears the fame ^neral charafter : but the at- 
traftive quality becomes much more vigorous 
and difcernible, with refpeft to thofe virtues, 
that are of the moft (imilar and congenial na- 
ture. In that cafe the mind paffes with the 
M z grcatcft 
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greateft facility and readinefs from the for- 
mer to the latter, and the force of the pre- 
vailing principle naturally fpreads, and com- 
municates itfelf. The application of this 
dodrine to the fubjed in hand will illuftrate 
what has been faid. 

A penitent difpofition has, as we have 
feen, a natural influence in preparing the 
mind for the entertainment and pradlice of 
virtue in general ; but it has a more powerful 
and immediate influence, in cultivating fome 
particular virtues of great importance* For 
inflance, when a perfon repents of any ad of 
injuftice or fraud, he will be led to form di- 
rect refolutions of living honeftly and up- 
rightly. His penitence^ therefore, will give a 
dircd impulfe to the mind to praftife juftice. 
This again may lead his attention to the other 
virtues, and give his mind an impulfe to 
temperance and forgivenefs, though the ten- 
dency in this cafe be only remote. But it is 
to be obferved, that the penitent difpofition 
we defcribe, from whatever occafion it has 
taken its rife, naturally inclines the heart to 
piety^ meeknefs, moderation and charity.^— 
It will.be acknowledged that thefe are vir- 
tues of the firft clafs ; and if it be abfolutely 

necefTary^ 
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neceflary, as we are fure it is, that our minds 
be tinftured with thefe, in order to our ac- 
ceptance with God, whatever contributes fb 
largely to their improvement, muft certainly 
be of the higheft importance. The attentive 
hearer will perceive, that I do not confider 
penitence, as the only inftrument of our im- 
provement in virtue, but as one among 
others, which, by the appointment of Provi- 
dence, and the conftitution of our nature, is 
rendered liibfervicnt to this end : and that 
this is the cafe, I imagine^ can fcarcely be 
difputed. 

Repentance leads us to confider the fii- 
preme Being as highly difpleafed with fin, 
yet inclinable to mercy. And certainly no 
confiderations can operate more powerfully 
to draw forth our reverence and our love, 
two of the principal parts of piety. Every 
one knows, that the fbftnefs and the fbrrow 
of heart which repentance excites are nearly 
allied to humanity. As a proof of this, I 
need only remark, that the breathings of a 
.contrite fpirit are commonly intermixed with 
humane and generous fentiments. If a peni- 
tent were uttering a peevifh, a difcontented, 
a defpairing expreffion, though it would be 

M 3 jufUy 
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juftly condemned as indecent and wrong, wc 
(hould not yet queftjon the fincerity of his 
repentance. But if we difcovercd a fenti- 
ment of cruelty, or inhumanity, we (hould 
not hefitate a moment in pronouncing it hy-t 
pocritical. With refped tp mee^efs, mo-r 
deration, and charity, I fhall only add, that 
nothing can tend more ftrongly to improve 
them, than the recoUeftion of our own frail* 
ties and feeling?, for which we ourfelvcs 
ftand in need of fo many allowances. If any 
of us propofed to perfiiade another to be can- 
did and charitable, what more direft courfc 
could we take, than to remind him of thofe 
inftances, wherein he had reafon to wifli for 
the candour and charity of others ? But peni- 
tence brings to remembrance things of this 
kind, with more force and energy than can 
be effefted by the moft accomplifhcd orator. 
It is the very dilpolition which arifes from 
the deepeft impreffion of them. 

Thus we have fecn, that penitence, or a 
broken and a contrite hearty is adapted to the 
nature and conftitution which God has given 
us ; that it is the proper and powerful cor- 
redlive of thofe vices which occalioned it ; 
that it prepares the heart for the reception 

and 
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aiid culture of virtue in general j atid that it 
has an immediate influence in exciting and 
increafing our piety, humanity, meeknefs, 
moderation and charity. But furely what is 
fo fuitable to the beft and nobleft principles 
of the mind, and produftive of fuch eminent 
^nd peculiar advantages for the improvement 
of the charafter, muft be highly pleafing to 
God- T&e'/acrifces of God are a broken fpirit ; 
a broken and a contrite hpart^ O God^ thou 
wilt not defpife. 
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Matthew vii. 24 — 28. 

^erefore^ whofoever heareth thefe fayingi of 
mine^ and doth tbem^ I will liken him unto, 
a wife man which built bis houfe upon a 
rock: And the rain defcendedy and the foods 
came^ and the winds blew^ and beat upon 
that houfe^ and it fell not ; for it was 
founded upon a rock. And every one that 
heareth thefe fayings of mine^ and doth 
them noty Jhall be likened unto a foolijh 
man which built his houfe upon the fandi 
And the ram defcended^ and the floods came^ 
and the winds bleWy and beat upon that 
houfe y and it fell ; and great was the fall 
of it. 

The frequent declarations of the gofpel, 
and the experience of human life, fufficiently 
convince us of a faft, which, upon a bare con- 
(ideration of the matter, we ihould fcarcely 
fuppofc could take place, That the know- 
ledge 
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ledge and the praftice of religion are not only 
often disjoined, but that men are very apt to 
confider the former as moft effential, and fo 
efficacious as ,to infure the favour of Grod, 
though the latter Ihould be totally, or in a 
great meafure difregarded. When I attend 
to the feelings of my own heart, I am afto-r 
nifhed that this depravity fhould be found in 
the lift of human errors. When I read the 
gofpel, I am ftill more aftonifhcd that it 
fliould prevail among Chriftians, and that, 
perhaps, in as great a degree as it does among 
Pagans or Mahometans. The voice of nature 
commands us in the firft place to ad the part 
which becomes a man. The diftates of re- 
ligion conftantly teach us, that if we know 
our duty J happy are we if we do it. The 
verles which I have now read to you plainly 
inculcate this truth. It is the conclufion 
drawn from the general tenor of our Saviour's 
fermon on the mount, and in a particular 
manner from the paflages which inunediately 
precede. At the 1 5th verfe, he cautions his. 
difciples to beware of falfe and deceitftil ap* 
pearances, and by an illuftration taken from 
the trees and herbs of the fiel(||- he teaches 
this important dodrine. That human con- 
dud 
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dud: and behaviour are the great charafter-; 
HHcs of fentiments and difpofitions. Where-- 
fore^ fays he in the 20th verfe, by their fruits 
ye Jhall kmw them. Then in a new para-* 
graph, from the 21ft to the 24th verfe, he 
continues the (ame fubjeft in that iimple yet 
energetic manner which we naturally expedl 
muft have operated ftrongly, as we lean^ 
from the concluding verfes of this chapter 
that it aftually did, on the opinions and af- 
fedions of his hearers. Not every one that 
faith unto me J Lord^ Lordy Jhall enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven^ but he that doth the, 
will of my Father which is in Heaven. In the 
eftimation of our Saviour, the power of fore-? 
telling future events, the power of ejeSing 
demons, the power of working miracles, 
which it feems were conferred fometimes in 
thofe days like ftrengthi beauty, or external 
advantages, and pofTefled by men who abufed 
them, were inferior to that piety and virtue 
which, though much neglefted, are, without 
doubt, the nobleft accompliihments of man. 
Our Saviour then fums up his reafoningupon 
this fubjed: in the verfes I have now read to 
you. In tk$lk the indiflbluble connexion 
which ou^t to fubfif): betwixt the knowledge 
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and the praftice of religion is plainly declar- 
ed^ and the wifdom of our maintaining thi§ 
pqnnexion reprefented by a fimilitude taken 
from the prudence or imprudence of different 
charafters in comjnon life. An attention to 
the events which occur, and to thofe truths 
which may be learned from experience, con-j 
^itute^ the difference betwixt a wife man and 
a fool ; and nothing leaves fo flrong an im- 
preflion upon our minds of this difference, as 
a reprefcntation of both engaged in the fame 
plans and operations, and of the various fuc- 
cefs which accompanies them, arifing from 
the obfervance or negleft of fome material 
circumfbnces. IVhofoever^ therefore^ hearetb 
tbefe fayings of mine^ &c. 

In difcourfing, therefore, from my text, it 
(hall be my bufinefs at this time to lay before 
you fome arguments which may (hew both 
the wifdom and neceffity of joining the prac- 
tice of religion to the knowledge of it. 

By living in a country where the gofpel is 
publifhed, by having the fcriptures in our 
hands, by the frequent opportunities we en- 
joy of hearing the truths of religion explained 
to us, by the general fenfe that there is of 
moral obligation, and by the force of Chrifti- 

aoity 



|88 SERMON X. 

anity in preferving and improving this fenfe, 
I think it may be aflerted, that the know- 
ledge of religion ftill prevails in a confiderable 
degree among its. It is hideed difficult to 
conceive that accounts fb fimple and fo inte- 
rcfKng, truths fo pleafing and fo alarming^ 
and revelations fo well adapted to the various 
capacities of human nature as thofe contained 
in the gofpel, fhould be read or heard wi^h 
attention by thofe who believe the veracity 
of the author or relater, without leaving the 
principles of inftruftion and knowledge.— 
Much have the learned men of this world to 
anfwer for, who, by gloffes, interpretations , 
commentaries, and fyftems, have rendered 
obfcurc and intricate what the voice of Hea- 
ven hath pronounced fo plainly. But though 
the knowledge of reUgion is, or at leaft might 
be, in our circurtiftances very general, I ap- 
peal to our lives, the teft eftablilhed by Chrift 
himfelf, if this knowledge be not mtich dif- 
joined from praftice. We hear the (ayings 
of Chrift ; but are we careful to do them ? 
Let the intemperance of the young, the ava- 
rice of the aged, the oppreffion of the power- 
ful, and the difhonefty of the indigent, ler\'o 
for a reply to thefe queftions. I am willing 

tp 
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to judge is favourably of the world as poflible ; 
I wifli rather to extenuate than to exagger- 
ate the vices of my fellow-creatures : and 
while I fee every man profeffing Chriftianityi 
and {o few even feeming to be anxious te 
live up to its rules, I am difpofed to imput<i 
many of their fins to an error in judgment^ 
that the profeffion and knowledge of Chri* 
ftianity are important advantages in their fit* 
vour, and that they will cover a multitude 
of tranfgreffions. IVe are AbrahanCs feed^ 
faid the Jews upon every occafion, when 
they wanted to aflert their relation to God^ 
or diftinftion among men ; and I caiuiot help 
thinking we too often referable them. Wc 
are the difciples of Chrift,. the profeflbrs of 
the pure, reformed religion, abhorrcrs of the 
abominations of Popery, of the errors of he- 
retic«> and fo forth. Such pleas, being ufed 
by themfelves, and unconneded with their 
natural confequenccs^ give reafon to believe 
that we place more weight in them than we 
are warranted to do, either from the golpel, 
or from common {t,\\{t* I confider our con- 
fidence in them as a great foundation of our 
iniquities; and if I could but as certainly de- 
iktoy the fuperftrudure as I can (hew the 

weaknefs 
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weaknefi of the foundatum, I ihould certain-* 
Ij deierve well of mankind, and enjojrtbe 
fweeteft of all rewards,— the coniciouihefs of: 
having done a worthy a£tioa. With this 
view, I proceed to ihew the infeparable con* 
nexion which (honld fubfift between the 
knowledge and the praAice of religion, or, 
in the words I ufed upon firft propofing this 
head of difcourfe, to ihew the neceility of 
joining the pradice of religion to the know- 
ledge of it« 

In the firft place : The neceffity of this 
union will ajqpear from the confideration that 
man is a being naturally formed and princi* 
pally defigned for action. Religion, then, 
which is certainly intended for the iupport, 
confblation, and direction of man here, and 
for his preparation for another ftate, wherein, 
ki all probability, he is deftined to be an ac« 
tive being, muft be comieded with the adive 
powers of his nature, and defigned for their 
culture. That man is a being defigned for 
a£Uon, is plain from various indications of 
his nature. The manner in which our daily 
food is procured to us, the neceffity of labour 
and exercife for the prefervation of health, 
the helpleilhefs of children, which requires 

the 
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the a£tive exertions of the full grown^ and 
that fecond childhood to which the decrepi* 
tude of age brings us, and which renders us 
dependent upon the care, and attention, and 
ad:ive endeavours of thofe, to whom we had 
been fwrnerly obUged to lend a like attention 
in diAerent circumftances ; theie all ihew us 
that man is made for a£lion, and that nece(r 
iity forces it upon him. This is fo true, that 
if perfeft and entire indolence were to take 
place, death would foon overtake the vigo»- 
rous and the robuft ; and the infant, whaCc 
cries feldom fail to excite our attention and 
our endeavours to help it, and the aged, 
whofe grey hairs and exhaufted vigour now 
command our refped and affifbuice, would 
feel the efie£ks of an inhumanity, founded in 
the love of repofe, more fatal than any that 
ever aduated the breaft of the cruel and re* 
vengeful. Our flate and condition, then, 
proves, that we were intended for adion and 
exertion. The general propenfities and con* 
duGt of human creatures prove the fame. A 
child no fooner begins to diflinguifh objcSs, 
than it fhews ibme defire of moving towards 
them, or difcovers a wifh of having them 
brought within his reach. Ten thoufand at-* 

tempts 
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tempts he makes, before he can ufe his limbs ; 
but no fooner does he obtain the ufe of them 
than he is conftantly exerting them. Ex- 
cept the feafbn taken up in fleep, children 
are continually exerting themfelves ; and all 
that playfulnefs and ufelefs labour, as we 
Ibmetimes think it, but which was once fo 
deUghtful to every one of us, are neceffary 
to the increafe of their growth, the ftrength 
of their bodies, the expanfion of every cor- 
poreal and mental power. Before the age of 
reafon and refleftion, an inaftive human 
creature is in that unfortunate condition 
which we muft lament and pity, — the condi* 
tion of idiotifm. Can any thing prove more 
ftrongly that adion is natural to man ? 

When man grows up, the keennefs, the 
warmth, and the variety of his paflions and 
afFeAions keep him almoft conftantly employ- 
ed ; and if, by the proper direftion of thefe, 
he does not acquire habits of aftivity, which 
remain with him at a lefs turbulent period of 
life, he feels the refentment of nature againfl 
his mifcondudt ; and his liftlefs days, and the 
difcontent which never fails to be coniequent 
upon them, fufficiently inform him ho^y 
grievoufly he has erred. To judge of this 

matter. 
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rnatter, let us only appeal to what we have 
experienced. When employed in any inno- 
cent and ufeful occupation, or in the bring- 
ing to maturity any virtuous and praife-wor- 
thy plan, how fhort does the day feem, and 
how fwiftly do the hours pafs away ! When 
the body is not employed, nor the mind ex- 
erted ; when a man is half afleep, and reduced 
to that often defired ftate of having nothing 
to do, how completely miferable is he ! The 
prefent hour is tirefome ; the refledion upon 
it is painful. Thus our earlieft propenfities, 
and confcioufnefs of what we feel, and expe- 
rience afterwards, coincide with the necef- 
fities of our ftate and the circumftances of 
our condition, to ftiow us that man was 
made for aftion. Is it to be beUeved, then, 
that religion fliould be addreffed only to what 
is fecondary in our nature and ftate, and not 
to what is primary and moft important ? 

In the 2d place : The neceffity of joining 
the praftice of religion to the knowledge of 
it, appears from the general analogy of na- 
ture with refpeft to all our purfuits, employ- 
ments, and occupations. Arguments drawn 
from the .general tenor of ordinary life, and 
applied to things that are of a more f^iritual 

N and 
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and exalted nature, certainly ought to have 
weight with us. They will have weight 
with all who are of a fbber and attentive turn 
of mind ; nor, as far as I can recoiled, do I 
know of one general conclufion taken fronl 
the ordinary conduft of life, which, when ap- 
plied to us as religious and immortal crea- 
tures, would tend to miflead us. Let us, 
then, confider how the cafe ftands as to our 
temporal purfiiits and employments ; and 
here we fhall find, that if knowledge is con- 
fidered as fufficient of itfelf, and not as the 
foundation for conduft and prafticc, it be* 
comes even ridiculous, and renders the per- 
fon indued with it, more contemptible than 
if he had been immerfed in ignorance. Sup- 
pofe that any of you called a phyfician to vi- 
fit a parent, a child, or a domeflic, and that 
he (hould talk to you every time of the na* 
ture and kind of the diftemper with which 
his patient was affli£ted, but applied nothing 
for his relief ; what judgment would ye 
form of him, if the perfon diftreffed (hould 
die ? You would, no doubt, think you had 
rcafon to reproach the phyfician. And if in 
anfwer to your refentment againft his indo- 
lence and negled, he (hould begin a learned 

diflertatioa, 
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diflertation, and prove to you that he under- 
ftood the cafe thoroughly ; would you not 
confider him as affronting your underftanding, 
and difgracing his own profeflion ? If you 
had loft your caufe at law by the negligence 
of your advocate, who, to apoligize for him- 
felf, (hould talk to you about the nature of 
. fimilar rights, of evidence and probation ; 
would you not believe the man to be a com- 
pound of knavery and impudence, without 
the leaft fpark of virtue, or the leaft fitnefs 
for his employment ? 

A man that could believe himfelf to be a 
hufbandman, becaufe he could defcfibe all 
the utenfils in hulbandry, and difcourfe 
learnedly on the nature of foils and manures, 
and every time his crop mifgave him, (hould 
think he (ufficiently vindicated his own ma- 
nagement by giving an ingenious defcription 
of a plough or a harrow, we (hould all be 
tempted to efteem a fool, ndtwithftanding 
the wifHom of his words. 

If a merchant (hould di(courfe of all the 
articles of commerce, defctibe the countries 
whence they come, the cafieft and beft me- 
thod of importing them, and yet never have 
any thing in his (hop, but goods that were 
\ N z extravagant 
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extravagant in their price, and bad in their 
quality, he might impofe upon a filly man in 
a cofFee-houfe, but no difcreet mafter or 
miftrefs of a family would ever choofe to deal 
with him. 

If a woman who had children to educate, 
and a family to manage, fhould difcourle 
about all the beft plans of education that 
were ever formed, and the moft efFeftual 
ways of treating fervants, dnd yet exhibit ia 
her own houfe a fcene of difordef and bad 
management, fhe would never obtain the 
praife of a worthy wortran. If a young wo- 
man in a fuperior ftation of life, fhould^^pon 
any particular occafion, fpeak very properly 
about the propriety and decorum of drefs, 
about the charms of elegance and foftriefs, 
and the attraftion of modeft diffidence^ and 
yet fhow herfelf always tawdry, and aflum- 
ing, and loquacious, her very words would 
render the contrail of her manners the more 
obfervable and more odious. 

If again, a fervant fhould be able to fpeak 
of all the duties of his flation ? of the atten- 
tion, a£livity, and obfervance that are requi- 
fite, and yet adt direflly contrary to them ; 
the people in his own rank would not value 

him. 
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him, and no man in a fuperioT ftation would 
choofe to employ him. I might illuftrate 
this fubjeft by examples brought from every 
ftate and condition of human life : and if we 
difregard the general conclufion which all 
thefe examples force upon us, we difcover a 
degree of folly, of which we in vain expeft 
that the Almighty, in his courfe of admi- 
niftration, will not make us feel the bitter 
confequences. Is there any reafon to think 
that man, as a religious creature, is not un- 
der the fame method of government which 
takes place with refpedl to him as a living, 
intelligent agent in this world ? Is there not 
all the reafon in the world to believe the 
contrary ? How many analogies from ordi- 
nary life does our Saviour make ufe of to in- 
ftru6t men in the truths of his kingdom ? 
But how could they be brought with any 
propriety, if thefe two, our bufinefs in com- 
mon life, and our bufinefs as religious crea- 
tures, differed in the mofl efTential and capi- 
tal circumflances ? Thus he teaches us, by 
allufions to the dignity and duties of kings, 
the occupation of hufbandmen, of fhepherds, 
of labourers, of maflers and fervants, of pa- 
rents and children, of builders, of a company 
^ N 3 of 
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of virgins preparing for a marriage, of de- 
pendents receiving the commands of their 
fuperiors, and adling in confequence of them. 
His inftruftions upon thefe points frequently 
begin with thefe or fuch like expreflions : 
^he kingdom of Heaven is like unto a certaiu 
king. Tihe kingdom of Heaven Is like unto a 
certain houjholder. ^he kingdom of Heaven Jhdl 
be likened unto the virgins. If adtion and con» 
duft were moft eflential in the one, but (pe- 
culation, knowledge and belief only necef- 
fary in the other ; we can hardly fuppofe that 
our Saviour would have run the comparifon, 
and argued from our duty in the one cafe to 
what it is in the other. 

In the third place : The neceffity of joint- 
ing the praftice of religion to the knowledge 
of it, appears, from confidering the real and 
principal objedls of our approbation in judg- 
ing of human charafters. It is difpofitions, 
manners and conduct that we chiefly attend 
to in judging of men ; and they are certainly 
the moft natural pbjefts of attention. This 
is fo true, that even when people have 
adopted fome ftrange and unaccountable 
fcheme of religion, yet the natural feelings 
pf their heart often predpmiaate in their man- 
ner 
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ncr of judging of others, and they forget 
thofe ill-founded rules which they had efta- 
bliihed for themfelves. 

The wildeft enthufiafts, the impious de- 
criers of good works as derogatory .to the 
honour of God, if any-how connefted with 
falvation ; in how many inftances do they 
agree in their judgments with thofe whom 
they confign to damnation for their herefies ? 
U(t all the means poffible to expel nature 
and common fenfe, yet they will often re- 
cur; and neither the worft habit, nor the 
moft abfurd opinions will be able conftantly 
to warp and influence our judgments. Let 
us attend to experience, that guide of hu- 
man life, and mull we not all feel that it is 
the aftive conduft, the tenor of the life, the 
difplay of the humane, the amiable and the 
relpeftable virtues of our nature, that fix and 
afcertain the chara<Eter, and draw forth a per- 
manent and fleady approbation ? To judge 
candidly and impartially, we muft abftrad 
from a number of circumftances, and attend 
to a variety of others. If we would become 
acquainted with the figure and precife co- 
lour of many external obje£te, we muft view 
them in different pofitions, for fear of a de- 

N 4 ception 
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ception from an unfavourable fituation, or a 
falfe light. It is neceflary to ufe the fame 
precautions with refpeft to charafters. If 
we hear any man difcover much knowledge 
and exalted fentiments, we approve of him : 
but our approbation does not depend upon his 
knowledge and fentiments merely, but upon 
thefe as difcovering fymptoms and indications 
of a fimilar charafter. For if we hear a man 
talk in this manner, and yet know that he is 
a tyrant to his wife, or cruel to his fervants ; 
will his difcourfe make the leaft impreffion 
in his favour, or will it not rather add to our 
diflike and abhorrence ? Let the zeal of Pe- 
ter, and the eloquence of Paul, flow from 
the mouth of a preacher : but if intemper-p 
ance, or lafcivioufnefs, or cruelty, or revenge 
ftain his charafter, he will be an objeft of 
refpedl and approbation to thofe only who are 
ignorant, or uncertain of his vices. For in* 
^uire^ Ipray youy of the former ages^ and pre* 
pare yourf elves to fear ch of your fathers. I'/jey 
Jhall teach and tell you^ and utter the words of 
truth. In what age or nation was not virtue 
principally approved ? If it is wanting, is not 
the femblance of it abfolutely requifite to 
procure reputation from the prefcnt age, and 

fame 
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fame from flicceeding ones ? Is it not by 
means of virtue, and of an aftive faith the 
foundation of virtue, that thofe who are ce- 
lebrated in fcripture, and now dead^ yet /peak 
to us ? This is truly the cafe from the days of 
Abel, and will continue to be the cafe while 
human nature remains the fame. 

But remove the charm which virtue be- 
ftows, and all our praife becomes languid, 
and all our feelings become dead, I. hear 
with reverence the divine difcourfes of Jefus : 
they penetrate my inmoft foul. But the 
beneficence of his temper, the mildnefs of 
his demeanour, the condefcenfion, the mercy, 
the magnanimity, the heroifm which he dif- 
covers, ftill afFeft me more. It is his con- 
verfation with, and attention to his difciples, 
his aftive exertion of his benevolent inclina- 
tions and afFeftions, his readinefs to pour 
wine and oil into the wounds of the diftreflcd, 
his acceptance of, and kindnefs to finners, 
his conduft in Pilate's hall, his behaviour at 
Calvary and on the crofs, his refignation un- 
der aflliftions that were quite overwhelming, 
his treatment of his enemies, his conftant 
fuperiority to the world, and his refpeft for 
all the divine appointments ; it is thefe that 

fix 
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fix the diadem upon the head of Jeius, and 
oblige every man who feels the force of all-* 
conquering virtue to bow down before him, 
and to cry. Ho/anna to the Son of David! 
Blejfed be be that cometb in the haine of the 
Highejl! 

In the fourth place : I would prove the 
neceffity of joining the praftice of religion to 
the knowledge of it, from the general ftrain 
and exprefs declarations of the fcripture.— 
When a perfon perufes any book, befides the 
particular fa<Ss it contains, and the doftrines 
it inculcates, there are (bme general and 
leading principles which run through the 
whole of it, and of which it leaves a ftrong 
impreffion upon the mind of the reader. The 
two points which the reading of the fcriptures 
appears to me to fix moft ftrongly upon the 
human mind, are, a fenfe of the divine per- 
feftions and adminiftration, and a convi<5lion 
of the neceffity, beauty and dignity of piety 
and virtue, or moral conduft in general. 
Thefe two fubjefts are often blended together 
and are equally pointed out to us in the ac* 
counts of the primeval ftate, the fall and the 
recovery of man. This matter mufl be re- 
ferred to every man's own feelings and dif« 

cernment 
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cernment. The view, however, I believe 
to be natural, becaufe it has often ftruck me, 
and an attention to it has always confirmed 
my firft fentiments. Let every one judge 
for himfelf. But upon the fuppofition of the 
juftice of the remark now made, it is plain 
that this general impreffion which the read- 
ing of the fcriptures conveys, will prove, be- 
yond all contradiftion, their moral tendency. 
To one who feels this ftrongly, the producing 
particular inftances and paflages may feem a 
vain labour. But general impreflions do not 
equally ftrike all ; and there is a great clafs 
of mankind whofe obfervations are moftly 
confined to particular and detached paflages,. 
Let us, then, attend to fbme of the exprefs de- 
clarations of fcripture upon this fubjedt ; and 
inftead of multiplying quotations, I fhall take 
notice only of a few that are moft appofite 
and Itriking. In the fourth chapter of Ge- 
pefis, the hiftory of Cain and Abel is related 
%o us in a very fimple and afFefting manner^ 
and the Almighty is introduced as declaring 
this eternal truth to mankind, that his favour 
could only be enfured by a life of virtue and 
integrity. jlnJ the Lord f aid unto Cairiy Why 
art thou wroth^ and why is thy countenance 

fallen? 
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fallen ? If thou dofi well^ Jhalt thou not be ac- 
cepted? But if thou dojl not well^ fn lieth at 
the door. Upon the occafion of Balak king 
of Moab fending for Balaam to inquire fbli- 
citoufly how the God of Ifrael might be ren- 
dered propitious to* his ambitious and unjuft 
views, Balaam gave this memorable anfwer, 
recorded to us by the prophet Micah : He 
hath Jhewed thee^ O inan^ what is good : and 
what doth the Lord require of thee ^ but to do 
jujily^ and to love mercy ^ and to walk humbly 
with thy God? There is an appofite piece of 
hiftory to our prefent purpofe recorded of 
Samuel and Saul, in the fifteenth chapter of 
the firft book of Samuel. Saul, inftead of 
obeying the exprefs appointments of Heaven, 
partly, perhaps, from avarice, and partly from 
the view of gaining the hearts of the foldiery, 
had only deftroyed among the Amalekites all 
that was vile, but had faved the beft of the * 
oxen, and the fatlings, and the lambs, and 
all that was good. Upon being queftioned 
about his procedure by Samuel, he endea- 
voured to fcreen the difobedience of his con- 
duct under a religious pretext, as if all thefe 
things had been preferved with a view to 
offer facrifice unto the Lord. The prophet's 

rebuke 
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rebuke is contained in ver. 22. and places j in 
a ftrong light, the propriety and neceflity of 
aftive virtue above every other confideration. 
^nd Saniud faid^ Hath the Lord as great de- 
light in hurnt'offerings and facrifices^ as in 
obeying the voice of the Ldrd? Behold^ to obey 
is better than facrifce^ and to hearken than the 
fat tframs. The admonitions, rubukes and 
exhortations of the prophets in general, breathe 
entirely the fame fpirit with the reply of Sa- 
muel. It is fcarcely poffible to read a chap- 
ter of the New Teftament without perceiving 
that It inculcates the neceflity of joining to- 
gether the knowledge and praftice of religion. 
Nothing can be more to our prefent purpofe 
than the words of our text, and fome of the 
preceding and fubfequent verfes. It is evi- 
dent that the intention of fome of the para- 
bles is to teach us this truth. Our Saviour 
himfelf only explains a few of them ; and in 
fome of thofe explications this doftrine is ex- 
prefly maintained. Thus, Matt. 13th chap- 
ter and 23d verfe, But he that received feed 
into the good ground is he that heareth the 
word and underfiandeth it ; which alfo beareth 
fruity and bringeth forth fome an hundred fold J 
fimeftxty^ and fome thirty. We are inform- 
ed 
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ed in the eleventh chapter of Luke's gofpcl^ 
the twenty-feventh verfe, that a certain wo- 
man, ftruckwith the divinity of our Saviour's 
difcourfe, cried out, Blejfed is the womb that 
bare thee^ and the paps which thou haft fucked. 
Our Saviour laid hold of this opportunity to 
inculcate the principles now under confident- 
tion. But he/aid^ Tea^ rather blejfed are they 
which hear the word of God and keep it. It 
was upon the occafion of exhibiting an extra- 
ordinary inftance of condefcenfion, and pref- 
(ing an imitation of his own virtue upon his 
followers, that he ends his exhortation with 
thefe words, in the 17th verfe of the 13th 
chapter of John's gofpel \ If ye know thefe 
things^ happy are ye if ye do them. The evil 
propenfities of human nature are always ready 
to difcover themfelves ; and as our Saviour 
himfelf fpeaks in the higheft terms of faith, 
or a fincere belief in religious truths, and 
feveral of the apoftles have done the fame ; 
fome cnthufiafts arofe who endeavoured to 
feparate the knowledge and the practice of 
religion, and confidered the former as alone 
neceflary. This peftilent herefy gave occa- 
fion, probably, to the writing of the epiiUe 

of 
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of James, in which he particularly infifts on 
the infufficiency of faith without works. 

Faiths fays he, in the 1 7th verfe of the 
iecond chapter, without works is dead. In 
the following part of the chapter he fhews 
the neceflity of uniting thefe two principles, 
and the natural and eafy manner in which 
they coalefce and fupport each other. But 
wilt thou know^ O vain man^ that faith with- 
out works is dead? IVas not our father Abra- 
ham jujiified by works ^ when he offered up his 
fon Ifaac upon the altar ? Seeji thou how faith 
wrought with his worksy and by works was 
faith made perfeSl f And then he concludes 
in the 26th verfe ; For as the body is dead 
without the fpirit^ fo faith without works is 
dead alfo. Several things that are of the ut- 
moft importance to Chriftians may be de- 
duced from this difcourfe. 

In the firft place : It has a natural ten- 
dency to give us a practical convidlion of the 
connexion between knowledge and praftice. 
This connexion there are few of us, I be- 
lieve, that would be difpofed direftly to deny. 
But the fafts and analogies from common 
life, and the declarations of fcripture, may 
engage us to attend to it more ferioufly. 

Truth 
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Truth is (6 fuitable to pur feelings, thati 
when fimply propofed, it is commonly ac- 
knowledged ; but the impreffion it makes, 
and the practical ufe of it, depend much 
upon the variety of attitudes in which it is 
reprefented, and the arguments by which it 
is confirmed. Let what has been faid excite 
us to hear attentively, and to do carefully 
the will of God. 

In the fecond place : Let us remember 
that the great defign of religion is to make 
us better men, and that the duties it requires, 
and the inftruftion it gives, are all intended 
for the improvement of the character. The 
facrament of our Lord's fupper, for inftance, 
is not a mere formal piece of refpeft, or a 
tranfient exercife of love to God, gratitude 
to Chrift, or charity to men ; but fuch an 
cxercife of thefe and other devout afFeftions 
as truly exalts the mind, transforms the 
heart, and improves the temper. If upon 
this occafion you admire and adore the good- 
nefs of God in fending his Son into the world, 
your admiration becomes a man. If you 
think with gratitude on the matchlefs love 
of your Redeemer, the emotion is approv- 
able. Who would be a ftranger to fuch a 

plcafing 
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pleafing afFeftion ? If the {ciifc of your guilt 
and unworthinefs, and the view of thofe for- 
rows which they oCcafioned to an infulted, 
fufFcring, expiring Saviour, prompt the tear 
of penitence and fympathy ; let the tear flow: 
it would be graceful upon the hero's cheek. 
But why are all thofe afFeftions proper ? Be- 
caufe they are fuitable to our* nature, corref- 
pondent to our circumftances, and perfeftive 
of our characters. I approve of them : I be- 
feech you, give fcope to them ; but at the 
fame time, pray that they may be converted 
to the improvement of your lives. Preferve 
the temper they infufe, the manners they 
infpire, the views they confer in common 
life ; and (hew that the doftrincs, the life> 
the death, and the refurredtion of Jefus, arc 
the means of raifmg you up to newnefs of 
life, and holinefs of converfation. 
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Psalm xxiv. 3, 4, 5. 

tVlo Jhall afcend into the hill of the Lord> 
and who Jhall ^ and in his holy place f He 
that hath clean handsy and a pure heart ; 
who hath not lift up his foul unto vanity^ 
norfworn deceitfully. He Jhall receive the 
hieing from the Lord^ and righteoufnefs 
from the God of his fahation. 

IT is commonly fuppofed, and it appears 
extremely probable, that this twenty-fourth 
Pfalm was compoied by David, in order to 
be fung by himfelf, the priefts, the Levites, 
and the people of Ifrael, when the ark was 
removed from the houfe of Obed-cdom to 
mount Zion *. That the proceffion upon this 
occafion might be the more ftriking and fo- 
lemn, it was accompanied with a variety of 
muficad inflrumentStfuch as pfalteries, harps, 

timbrels^ 
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timbrels, cymbals, comets, and trumpets* 
Thefe Were played upon in concert with the 
fingers, whom Cheneniah, the Inafter of the 
fong, had previoufly inftrufted in their fe* 
veral parts. 

The fixty-eighth Pfalm was compofed at 
the fame time ; the recital of which, together 
with the mufic adapted to it, probably 
continued till the proceflion came near to 
mount Zion, when this twenty-fourth P{alm 
was begun. 

While the two firft verfes were rehear- 
fmg, they approached the foot of the hill. 
Then the king, who had laid afide his royal 
robes, and aflumed the drefs of a Levite, ad* 
vancing, we may fuppofc, a few fteps before 
the reft, with a voice equally mufical and 
diftinit, aflced, in the hearing of the whole 
aflembly, JVbo Jhall afcend into the hill of the 
Lord ? and who fhaliftand in his holy place f 
The anfwer was returned by the firft chorus, 
in thefe expreflive words, He^ that hath clean 
hands and a pure heart : and with equal fpirit 
continued by the fecond ; who hath not lift 
np his foul unto vanity ^ nor fworn deceitfully. 
Aft6r this the king, the priefts, and the Le- 
vites, tranfported with joy, lifting up all at 

O 2 once 
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once their voices in concert with the mufical 
inftruments, might fing the following verfe : 
Hejha// receive the hlejjingfrom the Lord^ and 
righteoufnefs from the God of his falvation. 

How grand this proceflionmuft have been, 
and how elevating the mufic with which it 
was attended, I leave every one to imagine ; 
and I (hall only obferve that, in this inftance, 
we find mufic under the care of one who was 
fo perfedl a mafter of it, employing its irre- 
fiftible power to excite all thofe fublime and 
devout emotions, which tend to raife and 
purify the minds of men. That we may 
more fully enter into the ipirit of that part 
of the Pfalm which is to be the foundation of 
our prefent difcourfe, the following obferva- 
tions may be ufeful. 

In a variety of paffages of the Old Tefta- 
ment, we difcover the refpeft and awe which 
filled the minds of the facred writers, and of 
the Jews in general, when they mentioned 
the hill of Zion. Upon this mountain the 
ark of God, who dwelt between the cheru- 
bim, the authentic fymbol, and fure pledge 
of the divine prefence, was now to be depo- 
fited, and here it remained for a confiderable 
time. For this rcafon it was called the hill 

of 
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of Godj the holy hilly the mount which the 
Lord had chofen^ where he was to dwells be-' 
caufe he had defired it ^. The houfe of their 
king was alfo built upon the fame ground ;: 
the mofl ftately towers were erefted upon it, 
and it was defended by the ftrongeft fortifi- 
cations. Thus at once the feat of beauty 
and of ftrength, the habitation of divine pow- 
er, and the manfion of earthly majcfty, it 
became peculiarly venerable ; and the very 
name of Zion naturally excited the fervours 
of religion, and the zeal of patriotifm. Thefe 
fenfations, awakened at this time by the no- 
velty and folenmity of the proceflion, and en- 
livened^ by the prefence and participation of 
their fovereign, muft have rifen to a degree 
of enthufiafm, which, when well placed 
and happily dire<fted, conveys fuch rapture, I 
had almoft faid fuch innocent, tumultuous 
joy, that the man who hath never felt it may: 
be juftly confidered as an objeft of pity. 
When, therefore, the infpired Monarch fpoke 
and faid, IVho Jhall afcend inta the hill of the^ 
Lord? JVho Jhall Jland in his holy place? every 
word muft have roufed attention, and every, 
look communicated reverence. 

O3 Th€. 
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The general practice of thofe who live in 
warmer climates, the whole fyftem of Jewifh 
manners, the particular ablutions and purifi- 
cations prefcribed to that people, the diftinc- 
tion of their meats into clean and unclean , 
gave a natural tendency to exprefs whatever 
was perfeft in its kind, by the metaphors of 
cleannefs and purity ; and though in every 
language thefc phrafes, cleannefs of hands and 
purity of hearty are fufficiently intelligible for 
denoting a general reftitude of conduft, and 
honefty of intention, yet in the Hebrew lan- 
guage they had a peculiar degree of force and 
vivacity. By reminding the aflembly of 
thofe ceremonies and diftinftions which were 
fo exprefsly pointed out by their law, and fo 
religioufly obferved by their nation, they 
conveyed the ideas now intended, with more 
than ordinary advantage. JFe acknowledge 
that the expreffions are proper ; a Jiw felt 
that they were nervous. When the firft 
chorus replied to the king. He that hath clean 
hands ^ and a pure hearty not an honeft and a 
worthy man prefent, but muft have rejoiced 
in the fecret gratulations of his own heart ; 
and not a thief, a robber, a cheat, or a hy* 
pocrite, but muft have perceived his joints 

begin 
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begin to tremble, and hi? heart to fail him 
as he proceeded. 

As the firft chorus gave the general cha- 
rader of a good man, the fecoad fecms to 
have warned againfl thofe particular vices to 
which the Jews long difcovered a moft aftot- 
nifhing propenfity, and from which the Al* 
mighty ufed every method to guard them. 

In the language of fcripture, the falfe gods 
which the nations worfliip are frequently 
called vanities ; the worfhip of them is fre- 
quently ftiled folhwing after vanity ; and 
putting confidence in them is termed trufiing 
in vanity. As the Jews were ever ready tp 
join in the idolatry of their heathen neigh- 
bours, to irpprefs on their minds a fenfc of 
that crime, and to excite a refolution againft 
it, was extremely fuitable to the defign of 
their prefent aflcmbly. The fuperftitious 
rites of the Jebufites, their facrifices to their 
idols, had, perhaps, been performed in the 
very fpot where the ark of God wjis to be 
placed, It was unavoidable to remembc;^ 
their abon^inations : it would hsjve been im- 
proper not to have pointed out, in this in«t 
ftance, the difference which ought to fubfift 
b^^^ween the defcendants of Shcm, and thofe 
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of Canaan. The man that boweth his knee 
to an idol is not worthy to call upon the name 
of the Lord. The IfracUte was only to lift 
up his foul unto God. 

In the days of primitive fimplicity, before 
avarice, vicious refinements, and deceitful 
reafonings had corrupted the hearts of pien, 
an oath was accounted the moil facred and 
inviolable of all obligations. An appeal to 
the Mofl High w^as reckoned fb awful and 
fblemn, that the rocks, the mountains, or the 
heavenly bodies, were fufficieut vouchers of 
its authenticity, and no man was called as a 
witnefs to engagements which fcarce any 
man thought of infringing. The piles of 
ftones fo often erefked in Judea, the trees 
with which the country abounded, gave tef- 
timony to the piety and fidelity of its inha- 
bitants. In thcfe circumflances, the breach 
of an oath muft be generally looked upon 
with particular abhorrence ; and therefore 
as the man that /wore to his own burt^ and 
changed not^ was among them a character of 
the firfl confideration, it was a necefTary con- 
fcquence, that the deceitful fwearer Ihould 
be an objcft of the greateft deteflation. Per- 
haps too, juft before this period, David may 

have 
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have made the people enter into one of thofe 
covenants, fo common among the Jews, by 
which they bound themfelves, in the moft 
folemn manner, to adhere to the worfhip of 
the true God. On this fuppofition, there is 
a fingular propriety in the words added by the 
fecond chorus, immediately after thofe pro- 
nounced by the firft ; JVho'^hath not lifted uf 
his foul unto vanity^ nor fworn deceitfully. . 

Thus enlivened by the prefence of a Iplen- 
did affembly, foothed and animated by the 
chorus of lacred mufic attending the ark of 
God, who was diftinguifhed among them by 
the title of the Lord of Hojls^ ready to enter 
a city which had long been poflefled by their 
foes, in the view of a fovereign who was the 
father of his people, every eye would fparkle 
with joy, every heart afpire to perfedion, 
and every voice be ambitious to join in the 
general choir. Struck with the charafter of 
the righteous man, every one would be in- 
terefted in his favour, and every one would 
offer up a prayer for his profperity. In this 
fituation, the words which David had taught 
his attendants, muft entirely correipond to 
their own feelings ; and with one heart, and 
one voice, they would pronouace. He Jhall 

receive 
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receive the hlejftng from the Lord^ and right e-* 
* oufnefi from the God of his fahation. The 
voice of the Omnipotent feemed to re-echo 
in every ear, Blejfed Jhalt thou be in the city^ 
and bleffed Jhalt thou be in the field. Blejfed 
jhall be the fruit of thy body^ and the fruit of 
thy ground^ and the fruit of thy cattle^ the in- 
creafe of thy kine^ and the flocks of thy Jheep. 
Blejfed Jhall be thy bqfket and thyjlorc. Blejfed 
Jhalt thou be when thou comcjl in^ and blejfed 
Jhalt thou be when thou goejl out ^ Thole 
who had more enlarged and elevated views, 
looked for ftill nobler bleflings, and tnifted 
that the period of their perfed joy was to be- 
gin, when that which fb fiilly fatisfied others 
was terminated, 

Thefe obfer\'ations may aflift us not only to 
apprehend the meaning, but to enter into 
the fpirit of the paflage now under confidera- 
tion. Its application to the intention of our 
prefent meeting is fo obvious, that it fcarce* 
ly^ needs to be pointed out. The charafter 
which was requifite in order to makq a pro^ 
per approach to God under the law, is furely 
not lefs requifite in order to make a proper 

approach 
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approach to him under the golpel. If the 
everlafting God was ready to beftow blcffings 
on the righteous pofterity of Abraham, he 
will not be lefs ready to beftow them on th^ 
fincere difciples of Chrift. 

In difcourfing, therefore, from this por* 
tion of fcripture, I propofe, in a dependence 
on divine grace, to confider the charafter 
which is neceffary in order to fit us for wait-^ 
ing on God in his ordinances ; and to con- 
clude with fome reflexions. 

Firft, I propofe to confider the character 
which is neceflary in order to fit us for wait- 
ing on God in his ordinances. It is thus de- 
fcribed in the words of the text : He that 
hath clean hands j and a pure heart ; who 
hath not lift up his foul unto vanity ^ nor fworn 
deceitfully. 

In every charafter which would gain the 
approbation of thinking men, much more in 
that which would 6nd acceptance with the 
all-wile God, an inofFenfive behaviour is the 
leaft thing required. The rapacious wretch, 
whofe hbufc is filled with the gains of oppref- 
fion, with the goods of the widow and fa- 
therlefs, or the provifion which the poor 
xnj^n had laid up for his fubfiftence ; the un- 
relenting 
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relenting mifer, and the fecret defrauder, 
may.aflume the appearance of religion, and 
praftife fome of its duties ; but the voice of 
reafon loudly exclaims againft their vain pre- 
tenfions. By fallacious reafonings, foolifh 
diftindions, and a ^ violent zeal, they may 
impofe upon themfelves. The deceitfulnefs 
of fui may partly blind them ; but their cha- 
rafters cannot fo much as bear the inlpeftioa 
of men like themfelves. How then can they 
fland before the judgment of God ? Liften 
to the firft didates of nature, to the awful 
voice within you, which, when permitted, 
never fails to (peak the truth ; attend to the 
plainejft precepts of the gofpcl, and be per- 
fuaded that without integrity of life, and de- 
cency of conduft, all pretenfions to religion 
are perfeftly frivolous. Is this truth fo ma-, 
nifeft, that it needs not be infifted on ? Com- 
mon fenfe fays it is : but the praftice of men 
feems often to affert the contrary. Did the 
Pharifees blufli, when they joined in the ex- 
ercifes of rehgion, though they robbed wi- 
dows houfes, and praftifed all manner of in- 
juftice ? Do not multitudes at this day, who 
dare not openly avow it, whifper it to them- 
felves as a ground for their^ fecurity in fin,. 

that 
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that the performance of fome pofitive duties 
will ferve as an atonement for the negleft of 
many moral ones ? But let heaven and earth 
bear witnefs, that he who is an enemy to 
man, cannot be acceptable to God. This, 
then, is the firft branch of the charafter wc 
are now inquiring into, a freedom from all 
open and fecret injuftice, from every enor- 
mity, and indecency in outward condudl. 

But the utmoft circumlpedion with regard 
to the external behaviour is far from being 
fufficient to render us acceptable worfhippers 
to God. Man fees only the a<5lions ; he can 
difcover no more of the difpofition than thelc 
lay open. It is the prerogative of God to 
fearch the hearty and to try the reins. The 
fecret motives which aftuate the foul are 
perfeftly known to him who formed it ; and 
unlefs they are upright, in vain do we look 
for his acceptance. Blejfed are the pure in 
hearty for they Jhall fee God^. They alone 
are approved by^ him, and they only are ca- 
pable of enjoying him. If you prefent a book 
to an illiterate perfbn, fairly printed, and ele- 
gantly bound, he eftimates its value from its 

outward 
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outward appearance : but a wife man look* 
into its contents, confiders thefe, and pro- 
nounces accordingly* The heart is a book 
which God alone is able perfedlly to 'read, 
and he pronounces with unerring judgment 
and impartiality. As the flag that groweth 
up without water ^ whilji It is yet in its green^ 
nefs^ withereth before any other herb^ fo the 
hypocrite^ s hope Jhall perijh. His hope Jhall be 
cut off J and his truji Jhall be as thefpiders 
web ^ 

Ye are called in Chrift Jefus to be the 
temples of the Holy Ghoji ^ The requeft of 
your Saviour is. My fon^ give me thy heart. 
And if it is poflefTed by the riches of this 
world, corrupted by its pleafures, or engroffed 
by its vanities, will you prefume to prefent 
it as a fuitable oblation to God ? How pious, 
how bcjievolent, how pure ought his inten- 
tions to be, who deliberately fubjeds himfelf 
to the inipeftion of that eye, which is more \ 
quick and penetrating than the lightning of 
Heaven ! Is the feat of corniption a fit habi- 
tation for the Spirit of God ? Is the heart, 
which is the flave of a harlot, a proper offer- 
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ing for the Son of God ? Will he who calls 
himfelf in fcripture the jealous Gody endure 
any rival in your afFeftions ? You never had 
an inclination to bow before an image ; to 
ofer facrifice to Baal, or to worfhip any of 
the gods of the heathens, never entered into 
your thoughts. Can you be faid, then, never 
to have lifted up your foul unto vanity ? Alas 1 
the attention which is commonly paid to gold 
and lilver, the facrifices of truth and honefty, 
virtue and humanity, which are made to at- 
tain them, fhew fufficiently in what venera- 
tion they are held by their votaries. Are 
they not properly the idols before which the 
covetous bow ? Have malice or revenge, or 
other irregular paflions, ever ruled over you, 
and fubjeiSted you to their fway ? If they 
have, remember the voice of truth hath fpo- 
ken it, Te are his fervants whomfoever yi 
obey^. Let no man deceive you with vain 
words : He that doeth righteoujnefs is rights 
ouSy even /is God is righteous \ 

In cur dcfcription of the man who can 
ftand before the Lord, we have not yet taken 
notice 'of a pdnd^al part of his charad)er 

drawn 
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drawn in my text. It is added, he hath not 
fworn deceitfully. When I look back to an-^ 
cient ages, I fee almoft whole nations of Pa* 
gans, among whom an oath was a pledge of 
fidelity (carce ever broken. Even a diffolute 
heathen poet, who was favourable to fb many 
other vices, hath expreffed the greateft ab- 
horrence of this. How (hameful is the de- 
generacy of nations called Chriftian ! Thou 
Sovereign Father of the univerfe, forgive 
their depravity, and convert them. Let the 
bcft example, the moft wholefome laws, and 
the ftrongeft motives, unite in making thofe 
who profefs this religion, the beft of men. 
I fhould be unworthy, altogether unworthy 
-of my place or office, if I feared to tell the 
higheft among my hearers, that even the 
common oaths ftill pradlifed by many, how- 
ever trifling they may appear to the tliought- 
lefs, or the debauched, (hock the ears, and 
kindle the indignation of every ferious Chri- 
ftian, and render the man who is addifted to 
:them, totally unfit for approaching to God, 
whofe name he affronts, and whofe autho- 
ritv he defpifes. But I ihould be unjuft to 
every principle of virtue and religion, if I 
hefitated to declare, that the riches of the 

Indies, 
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Indies, purchafed by one falfe or equivocat- 
ing oath, are bought at too dear a price. I 
hail, as the difeiple of Jefus, the pooreft man 
who can lay, I have loft this world's goods, 
but, by the grace of God, I haVe. prelerved 
my integrity. Much haft thou gained, thou 
happieft viftor ; and infignificant are the toys 
which thou haft loft. But the man who is 
wealthy^ or powerful, by unjuftifiable me^ 
thods, who has not fcrupled to perjure him- 
felf, or to involve others in that horrible 
crime ; . my foul, enter not into his fecret, 
dwell not in his habitation* He is a corrupt- 
er of the fociety of men : how deteftable 
muft he be in the fight of God ! 

Thus keeping my text in view, I have de- 
lineated fbme features of that charafter, 
which is necefTary to fit us for waiting on 
God in his ordinances. I have pointed out 
fome of thofe virtues which fhould adorn it, 
and laid open fome of thofe vices which 
ought never to ftain it. It may ftill be pro- 
per to be more particular ; and as the difplay 
of real charafters has a tendency to convey 
inftruftion more forcibly than general de- 
fcriptions, it may not be unallowable to paint 
a few ; fuch as, I hope, will be found in 

P life, 
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fife, and fuch as I am fure we ought to iim--^ 
tate in thoie duties which fuit our fituatioUy 
if we wiih to be acceptable m. the fight o€ 
God. 

Firft of all, then, figure to yourfelves air 
eminent merchant, who had enjoyed ther 
happinefs of a religious and virtuous educa- 
tion. From his infancy the ientiments of 
piety were wrought into his mind, and they 
were ftrengthened with his years* He was 
not exempted from the temptations that are 
incident to youth. He had often- refifted 
tfiem, but with forrow he found that they 
had frequently been too powerful' for him, or 
that he too eafily yiekted to them. Yet witb 
humble hope, he betook himfelf to the mer- 
cy of God, through the mediatioa of his Sa- 
riour. His heart was^ open to that divine 
influence, which is never denied to fuch as 
alk it. After many fevere conflids-with his. 
palfions, he^was happily confirmed in reli- 
gion, and an eftablifhed charaftcr amongflf 
all who knew him. His fellow merchants^ 
in every exigency, were ready to confiilt 
him, and to follow his advice. It was al- 
ways didtated by integrity and good fenie^ 
Tlic poor bleflcd him^ To no public ipirited 

defigOfi 
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defign that lay within the reach of his abili- 
ties, did he ever refufe his aid : neither his 
friends, his family, nor the ftate, had ever 
reafon to reproach him. The regularity of 
his public devotions, and the cheerfulnefs of 
his temper were equally remarkable. No 
man (ufpefted that he was remifs in the pri- 
vate duties of religion ; but he was fb lecret 
in the performance of them, that the fealbns 
he fet apart for this purpole, were Icarcely 
known to thole who lived in the fame houfc 
with him. A variety of incidents would oc- 
cur in fuch a man's life, that could not fail 
to difcover his religious temper. It may be 
inflruftive to fpecify a few. 

A neighbour, who was the father of a nu- 
merous family, came to him one day, and 
told him, that by his interpofition, he could 
receive a fupply of a certain kind of mer- 
chandize, which would be a mean of laving 
his credit, and preventing the ruin of his fa- 
mily. He happened to have a large quantity 
of the fame goods on hand : the bringing 
more muft hurt his profit confiderably ; but ' 
humanity and religion did not fufFer him to 
hefitate a moment. He granted his requef^. 
The cmbarrafTed circiimftances of andther 
P 2 neighbour 
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neighbour made him willing to diipofe of 
certain cfFefts below their real value. He 
made the offer to the man whofe charafter I 
am now delineating. He paid him at the 
common rate,, and fulpe<Sling that vanity 
might partly have prompted him, almoft 
condemned himfelf for laying, I never yet 
took advantage of any man : God forbid that 
I fhould begin with you. To recount all- 
the good offices of fuch a man, whole life 
was dedicated to virtue and religion, were 
endlels* There was- Icarce a day of his life,, 
in which fome generous. or friendly, fome 
charitable or pious aftion would not be told, 
of him by his neighbours ; and no evening 
would ever pafs away, in which he was not 
ready to fay, I proftrate myfelf, O God, be- 
fore thy throne ; Lord bo mer-cifiil to me a. 
fmner. To this man we may per{uade 
ourfelves the favour of Heaven would not 

be wanting.- Temperance and aftivity 

would naturally conduce to his health ; nor 
will ye wonder that his affairs prolpered in 
conlequence of his induftry and prudence,, 
jouied to the bleffing of God, and the confi- 
dence of thofe with whom he was connedcd» 
ia bufincfe. It would rather be flrange if in, 

hi&. 
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Ids cafe the obfervatioh of Solomon were not 
verified : In wiiHom's right hand is 'length (f 
daySy and in her left hand are riches and ho- 
nour \ I reverence this character ; and were 
I in company with fuch a perfon, I (hould 
be apt, in the overflowing of my heart, to 
ery out, Peace is in the dwelling of the up- 
right, and the favour of God fliall not depart 
from him. I fhould be folicitous to know 
the fecret amotions of his foul. I believe 
him to be a (aint, and I fhould not be fur- 
prifed if he fpoke to me in fome fuch terms 
as thefe : ** I am confcious that the world, 
^' often unjufl to better men, afcribes to mc 
*' more than I deferve. On a thoufand 
^* things in my pafl life, I look back with 
** regret. I am not infenfible to the plea- 
^* fures <rf" goodnefs, but cannot help, at the 
*' fame time, feeling and lamenting the diT- 
♦* orders of my heart, and the errors of my 
^* condud. I adore the all-perfeft Being, 
^' and humble myfelf before him in dufl and 
** afhes. In the meritorious obedience, the 
•*' unfpotted facrificc, and the powerful in- 
*^ terceffion of Jefiis, I place my only hope.** 
P3 W0UI4 
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Would to God, that in moft of its features, 
this charafter were a juft reprefentatioa of 
many in this aflembly. 

Human life, my brethren, is a diverfified 
fccne. A fingle chara£ter gives but a con- 
fined reprefentation of it. My profcffion calls 
me to the practice of many duties, and to the 
exercife of fome virtues, which are not (b 
immediately neceflary in your ftation. You 
are fubjeded to many difficulties, and expofed 
to many fnares, from whidi my lot in the 
world has exempted me. To give, therefore, 
9 more extenfive view of the man who will 
be acceptable in his approaches to God, let 
us fubjoin ibme other charafters. 

In the fame place, we fliall fuppofe, there 
lived a perfon very different in feveral re- 
ipefts from him we have already defcribcd. 
Let thofe fcenes which marked his early 
days, and which he now laments, be for ever 
buried in oblivion. Being afterwards the fa- 
ther of a numerous family, he was, by fomc 
of the feverer domeftic afBidions, led to con- 
fideration. Confideration produced repent- 
ance ; and, by the grace of God, repentance 
for the pafl, ended in a thorough reformation 
for the future, A train of evils, however, 

fccmQ4 



deemed ftill to attend him. At firft his faith 
wavered ; but often tried, it grew ftronger 
every day. Perhaps too great feverity fuc- 
<:eeded his former diffipation ; but the regrets 
lie felt, and the calamities he iufFered, ren- 
<lered this very pardonable. Of many it has 
t)een remarked, that age, other purfiiits, and 
different cares have produced a change to the 
i)etter: but concerning him every oi^ was ready 
to fay. How powerful is religion, and how 
vifible are the efFe5:6 of divine grace I The 
refieftion upon his own failings rendered him 
wonderfully mild in his judgment of others, 
but engaged him in many afts of mortifica- 
tion, which were termed (uperftitious by the 
uncandid, but which he apprehended to be 
neceffary in his cafe, and, therefore, of reli- 
gious obligation. A feries of diftrefs ftill 
purfued him. Deprived, at laft^ of the con- 
folations he was wont tj^ receive from a vir- 
tuous and affedionate wife, bereft <rf" many 
hopeful children, lunk into poverty by un- 
avoidable difafters; fo many misfortunes 
brought wrinkles on his co\mtenance, and 
gave an ^arly greynefs to his locks. With 
his eyes lifted to Heaven, whilft the tears 
^aw down his cheeks, imagine you hear this 

P 4 fon 
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fon of afHiftion thus addreffing himfelf to his 
Creator : O my God, pity and fupport me. 
My fufFerings are not equal to my fms ; yet, 
merciful Father, remember I am duft, lay 
not on me more than I am able to be^ir. But 
whatever it may plcafe thy Providence to iur 
flia, preferve me from repining, and have 
mercy on me for his fake who was acquaintr 
ed with grief and fufFering, and who came to 
fcek and to fave that which was loft, No- 
thing can ftrike that is not particular ; let us 
attend, then, more narrowly to this man's 
charadter. It was diftinguifhed by patience, 
felf-denial, and fortitude. After his refor- 
mation, no man could hear him fay, I have 
done every thing, but Providence frowns 
upon me. Being preffed to receive benefac- 
tions from fome who knew his fituation, he 
who in his better days had given liberallyt 
would reply to this purpofe : ** When I can 
♦' ftruggle no longer, I will readily and 
•^ gratefully accept the affiftancc of others ; 
but while my health and capacity remain, 
I fhall never recdve what ought to be 
** beftowed on the more indigent and help* 
* ♦ lefs." Suppofe him at length on the bed of 
cleath, in full pofTeffion of his reafpn, would 
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it not be natural for him to exprefs his fenti- 
ments in fome fuch manner as this : O my 
friends^ love God. Adhere to the laws of 
Jefus Chrift, and know that your labour 
fliall not be in vain. You behold me worn 
out with age, and overwhelmed with cala-i 
mities ; but without the confblations of reli- 
gion, I had been utterly wretched and undone. 
My warfare is now accomplifhed. Gracious 
God, forgive the errors of my youth, and the 
(ins of my riper years. My Ibul revives 
within me. The grace of my Redeemer 
gives me new ftrength. O conduft me froni 
this valley of tears, to the regions of glory 
and felicity. Come, Lord Jefus, come 
quickly. Who is not ready in fuch a cafe to 
fay, in the words of Balaam, Let me die the 
death of the righteous^ and let my laji end be 
fike his ! ^ But to proceed. 

In the fight of God, my brethren, no fta- 
tion is mean. In his view, it is not rank, but 
conduft only, that can dignify or difgrace. 
Let us fuppofe, then, a perfbn, whofe birth, 
education and natural endowments confine 
Jun^ to one of the loweft ipheres of life. 

Whiliy 
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While he ferves his fellow-mortal, he (hews 
himfelf the fervant of GocL The ordinary 
duties of his ftation arc not very extcnfive or 
very numerous, but he is thoroughly confci- 
cntious in the performance (rf them. His in- 
tegrity and afliduity are irreproachaWe : Un- 
corrupted by the vices of others, he neither 
purloins his mafter's goods, nor permits hi* 
intereft to fuffer by his negligence. The 
maxims of honour and meannefs which de* 
pend upon a commerce with the world, and 
which are not without their ufe, do not ac- 
tuate him ; he is influenced by nobler and 
more rational motives ; he ads from fmgle- 
nefs of heart, fearing God, whom he knows 
to be no refpefter of perfons. He confiders 
himfelf as one who is bought by the blood of 
Chrift, in whom there is no diftindion of 
rich or poor, or bond or free ; and that gra- 
titude and duty bind him to obey his laws* 
He knows that every faithful difciple of Je- 
fus is an heir of eternal happinefs. This 
raifcth him above the world. Satisfied with 
the humble greatnefs of a good confcience, he 
deferves more rcfpedl than thoufands that are 
clad in purple and fine linen^ 

But 
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But to imprefs your minds with a fenfe of 
thofe virtues which are required in the wor- 
Ihippers of God, why (hould I have recourfe 
to fuch defcriptions as thefe ? The fcripture 
itfelf has, in various places, in the ftrongeft 
and liveUeft manner, defcribed the conduft 
that is neceflary for fitting us to appear be- 
fore the Lord. Let us feleft fome of the 
moft remarkable paflages where this fubjeft 
is treated. The whole of the fifteenth Pfalm 
is taken up in defcribing a citizen of Zion, 
It begins with a queftion exadtly the fame 
with that in our text, Ij)rd^ Who Jhall abide 
in thy tabernacle ? Who Jhall dwell in thy holy 
hill ? Attend carefully to the anfwer which 
is given. 

The import of the inquiry in the lixth 
chapter of Micah is the fame ; and the an- 
swer is coincident. There is a ftrange ten* 
dency in the corrupted nature of man, to 
apprehend that he can pleafe God by mere 
external obfervances. This is ftrongly ex- 
emplified in the Jews, and no lefs ftronglj 
expofed by the prophets, who never fail to 
infift on the neceffity of a holy and benefi* 
cent Uftf Wherefore^ iky the Jews, have we 



J36 SERMON XI. 

fajied^ and thou fee jl not ^ ? And what fays the 
prophet ? JVajh ye^ makt you clean^ -put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyesy 
ceafe to do evil^ learn to do well^ feek judgment ^ 
relieve the opprejfedj ju(jge thefatherlefs^ plead 
for the widow ". 

The d^odlrine of our divine Mafter, who 
came not to deftroy the law or the prophets, 
but to fulfil them, entirely correfponds to 
this. In his fermon upon the mount, none 
are termed bleffed, but thofe who were pof- 
fefied of the feveral virtues there recom- 
mended. No man could be a difciple, or, 
according to the phrafe of fcripture, enter in- 
to the kingdom of Heaven^ whofe righteoufnefs 
did not exceed the righteoufnefs of the fcribts 
andpharifees "*. The whole tenor of the gof- 
pel declares, that in Clyrijl Jefus circumcifion 
availeth nothings nor wKircumcifon^ but a 
new creature"". Such of his parables as moft 
fully difplay the mercy of his difpenfation, 
particularly thofe of the pharifee and publi- 
can, and of the prodigal fon, do likewife 
fhew the neceflity of an humble fpirit, and a 
fight temper, in order to acceptance with the 

fupremc 
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Supreme Judge. There is not a greatel" blaf-* 
phemy againft the Son of God, than to fup-^ 
pofe that he meant, by his doftrine, to loofeii 
the obligations of virtue and purity, of which 
he exhibited in his life fo perfed a pattern* 
and which, in his teaching, he recommends 
with fb much warmth and energy, I might 
alfo infift on the example of thofe, whofe 
hiftory the fcripture records for our inftruc- 
tion^ I might defcribe the righteoufnefs of 
Abel, of Noah,, of Abraham ; the virtue of 
Jofeph, the meeknefs of Mofes, the integri- 
ty of Samuel, the patience of Job, the for- 
.•titude of the prophets, the zeal, the charity^ 
and the magnanimity of the apoftles. To 
Uluftrate the fame point, I might difcourfe 
on the penitence of David, the contrition of 
Peter, and the happy confequences with 
which they were followed. In fhort, the 
whole of the Bible, from beginning to end^ 
would conlpire in confirming that ancient 
oracle of Heaveii, Jf ihou d$eji well^ Jhall 
thou not be accepted? And if thou doefi not 
nsjelly fin lieth at the door p ; and in teachings 
this important principle, That the prayen of 

the 
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the wicked are an abomination to the Lord"^ ; 
but that the cry of the righteous reacheth to 
the throtic of God, and that. the lifting up 
of their hands is acceptable as the morning 
and the evening facrijice. 

I (hall now conclude with a few reflec- 
tions. In the firfl place, fince the charac- 
ter which is requifite for rendering us ac- 
ceptable worfhippers of God, is fo pure and 
holy, how careful fhould we be to inquire 
whether it is ours ? We are (b conftituted^ 
that the prefence of a fellow-creature gives 
us a defire of appearing to him in a favoura- 
ble light. This defire is ienfibly felt before'** 
an equal, but it exerts itfelf more ftrongly 
before a fuperior. Even the moft virtuous 
are not without a wifli to know by what ho- 
neft means they may render thcmfelves 
agreeable. If this is natural, how inexcuf- 
able muft it be to approach precipitately the 
prefence of that Being, before whom the 
angels cover their faces with their wings ? 
Need I fay, that his approbation is of more 
importance than that of the whole world ? 
Need I lliow that his favour is life, and his 

loving 

^ Prov. zzviu. 9. 



S £ A M O N Xt. 2^ 

loving kindnefs is better than life ? How fb- 
licitous, then, fhould we be to know, whether 
we arc the objefts of it ? Let us, therefore^ 
attend to the language of our conduA, and 
examine the difpofition of our hearts. This 
is not a work to be gone about (lightly ; it 
ought ta be performed with the utmoft feri- 
©ufnefs and ftridhiefs. Jf we find that the 
love of God and man has been the maiit 
fpring of our a6!ions, let us give God the 
glory, and refolve, that by his grace ftrength- 
ening us we will perfevere, and go on to 
perfed^ion. To ferious refolutions let us add 
fervent prayers to God, addrefling him in the 
words of the Pfalmift, Search me^ O God^ 
and know my heart : try me^ and know mjr 
tfjoughts* And fee if there be any wicked way 
in mey and lead me in the way everlafiing \ 

Finally, fince that conduft and temper 
which God requires in thofe who approach 
him, is fo blamelefs and holy, what reafon 
have we all to humble ouiielves in his lights 
and to acknowledge and deplore our unwor- 
thinefs ? PFe have all finned^ and come fhort of 
his glory '; and were hefri£l to mark iniquity^. 

we 
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we could noijiand before bim^ tior anfwer f&f 
one of a thoufdndK The beft men are far 
below the ftandard of perfeftion, and too 
fenfible of their defefts to plead their virtue 
at the tribunal of j\lftic:e,-or to challenge, as 
their right, the friendfhip of the fiipremei 
And how for are we below the character of 
the beft ? With what contrition fliould a re-^ 
view of our paft offences fill our minds ? ftrid 
what humility (hould the confciotifnefs of our 
preient frailties infpire ? Happy is the man 
who has been early led into the paths of vir- 
tue, and purfues his journey towards perfec-* 
tion with unremitting fteps. Happy in the 
next degree the (inner, who^ pierced with ^ 
fenfe of his guilt and mifery, flees from both 
by a fpeedy repentance, and implores pardon 
in the blood of Chrift. If you, my brethren, 
perceive the beauty of holinefs, if you love 
it, and if you refolve to praftife it, come to 
God in humble confidence of his mercy 
through Jelus your Redeemer, by whom we 
are warranted to affure you that ye (hall not 
be rejedled. It is your Saviour's charafter, 
that he ivill not break the bruifed reed^ nor 

quench 
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quench the fmoakingfiax'^. If you are fick of 
fin, and weary of its bondage, be not afraid 
of applying to him who is the phyfician of 
the fick, and the deliverer of the captive. 
With the out-ftretched arms of unbounded 
compaflion he will receive you, and will 
treat you as his brethren, and his friends. 
Tejhall receive the blejftngfrom the Lordy and 
righteoufnefs from the God of your fahatton. 

» Matt. xii. 20. 
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Luke xv. ii — 24. 

\And he faid^ A certain man had two fons : 
and the younger of them f aid to his father^ 
Father^ give me the portion of goods that 
falleth to me. And h,e divided unto them his 
living. And not many days after^ the 
younger fon gathered all together ^ and took 
his journey into a far country^ and there 
wafted hisfubftance with riotous living. And 
when he hadfpent allj there arofe a mighty 
famine in that land\ and he began to be in 
want. And he went and joined himfelf to a 
citizen of that country ; andhefent him into 
his fields to feed fwine. And he would fain 
have filled his belly with the hujks that the 
fwine did eat : and no man gave unto him. 

. And when he came to himfelf hefaid^ How 

many hired fervants tfhiy father s have bread 

enough andtofpare^ and I per ijh with hunger I 

I will arife^ and go to my father^ and will 

fay to himy Fat her ^ I have finned againft 

Heaven^ 
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^ Heaverij and before thee^ and am no mor^ 
worthy to be called thy fon : make me as one 
of thy hired fervants. And he arofe^ and 
ccAne to his father. But when he was yet 
a great way off^ his father faw hlm^ and 
had compafflon^ and ran^ and fell on his neck^ 
and klffed him. And the fon f aid unto hlm^ 
Father^ I have Jlnned agalnjl Heanen^ and 
In thy Jight^ and am no more worthy to be 
called, thy fon. But the father fald to his 

fervants^ Bring forth the beji robe^ and put 
it on hifnj and put a ring on his hand^ and 

jhoes on his feet. And bring hither the fatted 
calf and kill It; and let us eat and be 
merry. For this my fon was deadj and is 
alive again ; he was lojlj and Is found. And 
they began to be merry. 

1 HE company to which our Saviour ad- 
dreffed his difcourfe at this time, confifted of 
men who had very different characters, and 
who, to outward appearance, were very un- 
like in their manners. The pubhcans, who were 
the collectors pf the taxes impofed by the 
Romans, and who were extreqaely dilagree- 
able jto the Jews, both on account of their 
* 0^2 office 
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office and their behaviour in the execution of 
it, with many others equally notorious for 
their vices, made up one clafs of his hearers. 
The other clafs confifted of the fcribes and 
pharifees, whofe pretences to purity and fanc- 
tity were very high ; who treated thofe'who 
differed from them with the moft fupercilious 
contempt, af&ming an exclufive privilege of 
being accounted holy ; while, at the fame 
time, their hearts were altogether vitiated 
and corrupted. 

Tiie parables recorded in this chapter are 
admirably calculated for inflruding the for- 
mer of thofe clafTes in the extent of the di- 
vine mercy, and thus engaging them to fly 
to its prote<flion, and for reproving the un- 
charitablcnefs and felf-fiifficiency of the lat- 
ter. In the two firfl parables, that of the 
lofl fheep, and that of the lofl piece of filver^ 
we may difcern the addrefs of our Saviour as 
a teacher. The flrongeft reafons for hope 
are explicitly conveyed to the publicans and 
finners: but the rebuke to the fcribes and 
pharifces is oblique and concealed. Thus the 
attention of one part of his audience is roufed^ 
and their afFeftions gained : and hy the force 
of truth, delivered in the moft engaging 

manner^ 
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manner, the murmurings of the pharifees on 
account of our Saviour's keeping company 
with finners, are made gradually to fubiide. 
In the third parable, which begins at the 
eleventh verfe, in a narration the moft fim- 
ple and natural, all thofe circumftances arc 
united, which, while they enlighten the un- 
derftanding, are, at the fame time, proper for 
touching the heart. We here difcover this 
divine teacher . Ihewing, with equal clear- 
nefs, his enlarged mind, his compaflionate 
heart, his awful authority, and his nervous 
eloquence. I have confined myfelf at prefent 
to that part of this parable, which chiefly 
prefents to us the mifery of vice, the difpo- 
fition of a true penitent, and the mercy of 
God. The decorum and propriety with 
which our Saviour conducts his allegories, 
and their exellence, not only as fources of 
moral inftruclion, but as patterns of juft and 
fine writing, are very remarkable. Inftead 
of darkening a plain paflage by a tedious cri-! 
tical commentary, I choofe, in the prefent 
cafe, to juftify the remark I have now made> 
by the following obfervations. 

It is the younger of the two fons who ia 

impatient of his father's reftraint, and aiks 

0^3 for 
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for a portion of his goods. His youth and 
his inexperience plead fome excufe for his 
levity, his impatience, and the rafhnefs of 
his requeft. The hafte with which this 
young man, as is obferved in the 13th verfe, 
colleded all he had, in order to fulfil his de- 
figns, is extremely agreeable to the fire and 
impetuofity of youth, and to the violence of 
eager and ungratified paffions. There is alfb 
a circumftance taken notice of in the fame 
verfe, which interefts the reader in his fa- 
vour, and prepares us, in fbme meafure, to 
cxpe6t his recovery : it is, that he took his 
journey into afar country. By this it is hint- 
ed, that, though bent upon vice, and refblved 
to indulge himfelf in it, yet he was not loft 
to (hame, nor to the force of everj- other 
virtuous principle. The eye of a father 
would have proved too fevere a check upon 
him, and his authority too great a hindrance 
to his unlawful purfuits. Beyond the reach 
of that eye which would have infpired him 
with reverence, he therefore refolves to live ; 
;and the interpofition of that authority, which 
his nature would not have fuffered him to 
have contemned, he determines, by his 
diftance, to render impradicable. 

The 
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The intention of our Saviour's difcourfe 
difcovers the propriety of his relating briefly 
the manner in which this young man fquan-5 
dered his fortune. It was not his defign to 
render him too much an objedt of deteftation. 
He therefore docs not paint his vices in thofe 
flrong colours, in which, we know from 
other defcriptions, that he was fo able to 
draw them. It is fufficient, at prefent, to 
denote them by the name of riotous Uving. 
It is natural to imagine, that extravagance 
will be the parent of want : but it is alfo j\a- 
tural to liippoie, that, influenced by fome 
timely warning, one may be brought to re- 
flect, and to recover himfelf, before he is 
plunged in the very depth of mifery. This 
luppofition, the hiftory in the prefent cafe, 
for a little, feems to favour ; and the inti* 
mating all at once the extremity of the 
wretched, forlorn, and defpicable condition 
of this thoughtleis youth, more ftrongly ex- 
cites the feeling of furprife and fympathy, 
from the mixture of which we receive thoie 
emotions of forrow which the human mind 
approves of, and, upon the whole, delights 
in. He joined himfelf to a citizen of that coun- 
tr^ ; but, alas ! he wasfent into the f elds to 

0^4 feed 
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feed/wine^ (md he would harce been glad to have 
filed his belly with the hujks which the fwine 
did eat ; and no man gave unto him. Thefe 
cxpreffions convey to every one the ideas of 
a mean and fervile employment, and extreme 
indigence. But they impreffed a Jew ftill 
more ftrongly. Thefe animals, whofe flefh 
the Jews were not allowed to eat, and whofe 
carcafes they were prohibited to touch, this 
young man, who once had fo different prof- 
pe£ls, was now obliged to attend as a keeper, 
and even envied them the food which they 
devoured. On account of his wretchednels, 
he is forced to give up the rights of his birth, 
the prerogative of his former ftation ; and 
want conquers that antipathy which his edu- 
cation, his prejudices, and his religion had 
fo deeply rivettcd in his nature. 

But afflidlion produced in him fbber 
thoughts. In the 1 7th vcrfc, we arc told, 
that he came to himfclf. Vice and immorality 
is one fpecies, and perhaps the worft fpecies 
of madnefs. And; therefore, in ancient lan- 
guages, wifdom and virtue are often confi- 
dered as fignifying the fame thing ; fo in like 
manner are vice and folly, or madnefs, I 
thiiik in this there is great propriety. For 

madnefs^ 
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madnefs, according to the general accepta* 
tion, means fuch an extravagant deviation 
from the ordinary apprehenfions and adions of 
men, as difcovers either the want, or total 
derangement of fome of the principal facul- 
ties which men daily exercife in common 
life. Now vice is the fame deviation from 
the eftabliflied conftitution of nature, and the 
(ame violation of its laws, as madnefs is of 
the ordinary practice of mankind. 

Every thing in this parable is animated. 
^o tedious defcriptions, nor tirefome rela- 
tions. The whole is tranfa<Sed, not narrated. 
The ipeech with which the prodigal refolves 
to accoft his father, paints, in the moft ex- 
preffive language, the wretchednefs of his 
ftate, and the penitence and humility of his 
heart. 

In the 20th verfe we read, that w/m^ he 
was yet a great way off^ his father faw h'pHj 
had compajiofiy and ran. and fell on his neckj 
and kiffed him. Does not every circumftance 
difplay the charafter of the tender parent ? 
The eye which age and affjiftion had ren- 
dered dim, notwithftanding the fqualid and 
miferablc appearance of the traveller, at a 
diftancc recognizes his own fon. Aftedioii 

warms 
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warms the father's blood, gives fupplenefs to 
his joints, and fpeed to his feet. The inter- 
ruption which the father makes in the 2zd 
verfe, to the premeditated difcourfe of his 
fbn, reheves from the langour of a repetition, 
and difcovers, in a moving manner, the 
ftrong afFeftions and overflowing fympathy 
of the father's heart. In the charge given 
to the fervants, and the reafons by which it 
is enforced, are ftrongly marked the genero- 
lity of the father's difpofition, the naked and 
miierable condition of the prodigal, the un- 
feigned joy at his return, and the gracious 
manner in which he was received. 

Upon the whole, this parable appears to me 
one of the moft fimple, natural and animated 
pieces of compofition. But its excellence, in 
thcfe refpe<fls, conftitutes the leaft part of its 
merit. What may be termed the body of 
the difcourfe, the language and the incidents, 
are elegant and ftriking : and the foul, the 
fentiments and the moral inftrudlion which 
it conveys 'are fo juft and important, that 
they entirely correfpond. Let us now con- 
fidcr it in this latter light. 

I need not inform any pcrfon, that the fa-^ 
ther is intended to reprefent to us the Al- 
mighty, 
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mighty, who is the univerfal parent of hea- 
ven and earth, w/jo openeth his hand, and libe- 
rally fatisjieth the wants of his creatures : or 
that in the younger fon, is figured the cha- 
rafter of a finner, who, regardlefs of the ties 
of duty and gratitude, forfakes the laws of 
God, and follows the corrupt devices of his 
own heart. All this is extremely obvious : 
and yet fcarcely any thing more is neceflary 
for making us fully comprehend the moral 
inftruftions that are juftly founded on this 
parable ; for we are not to fearch for the mo- 
ral of every circumflance. Such difquifitions 
are generally harmlefs, and may, fometimes, 
be.ufeful ; but they rather tend to withdraw 
our attention from the chief end of parables. 
The propereft way of treating them feems to 
be, to obferve and enforce the general pur- 
pofes for which they were fpoken ; and to 
point out thefe, does not require much acute- 
nefs or penetration. They are, for the xnoft 
part, extremely evident. For inftance, does 
not every one iee that the portion of the pa- 
rable now under confideration, is principally 
calculated for the purpofes I formerly hinted 
at, to reprefent to us, ift, the fatal confe- 
queuces of rafhnefs, folly and vice ; idly, 

the 
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the difpofition and temper of a true penitent ; 
and, laftly, the mero of God, and his rea* 
dinefs to receive every returning liiiner. 
Keeping thele three objefts in our \ie\v, I 
fhall again re\'iew the hiftory of this prodi* 
gal fon, and apply what may be faid as we 
go along. 

Unealy under the reftraint which a father's 
prefence impoled, this young man is anxious 
to leave his own country, and to hiltil all the 
defires of his heart. Having obtained, from 
an indulgent parent, a (hare of his eilate, he 
inunediately undertakes his journey. At 
this inftant, let us contemplate him, young, 
healthy, unexperienced, elevated with the 
prei'ent, fczrlcis of the future, his eye indi- 
eating the rapture of his heart ; his foul 
prognofticates the higheft joy, and he thinks 
himlcif the happieft of mortals. What Icenes 
of plealure does he revolve in his mind ! and 
he lon^s for nothing: but the dav in which he 
fhall gratif} all his wifhes. But why ihould 
he fear the prelcnce of a father ? why flv 
from the light of a man, whom he knows to 
be the object of reverence ? His heart even 
now fometimes milgives him, and \'irtuc 
otfcrs her lacred admonitions. But the flat^ 

tcry 
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tery an3 iiitoxication of vice pufli him on, 
and, rcgardlefs of every wife and fober re- 
flexion, he haftens to his ruin. His money 
becomes the mean of his deftrudlion. His 
appetites grow every day more irregular and 
rapacious, and he purchafes every objeft that 
can gratify them. The light of reafon fome- 
times rifes in his Ibul. He extinguifties it by 
plunging in vice. Many a time has con- 
fcience offered to be his monitor: by the 
moft infamous debauchery he checks her ad- 
monitions, tilU for a feafbn, (he has relin- 
quiflicd her office. Why (hould I recount 
all the difhonefl deeds, the impure thought?, 
and the unworthy pleafures of a man, who 
follows the corrupt inclinations of his heart, 
and is dcferted by God ? A companion of 
profligates, tyrannized over by his krfts, 
avoided by every good njan, he muft fbou 
feel the mifery, which, though contrary to 
his intention, he has fo dircftly and affido- 
oufly earned. So it happened to this procK- 
gal. He wmfted his fubjl once ^ and he began to 
be in wmiL How great and how fatai was 
this diangei Acxuflomed to cat before he 
was hungry, to drink before he was thirfly, 
nevicr to ixs&x die ca;ll of any appetite to re* 
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main unanfwered, how wretched does he 
now feel himfelf, deprived not only of the 
fuperfluities, but of the very neceflaries of 
life ! Where are now the companions of his 
better days, the partakers of his riotous and 
unholy pleaiures ! Where is the friend in 
whom he trufted, the miftrefs with whom 
he fquandered, or the fervants that were 
obedient to his call ? They are all fled ; the 
blaft of winter is come ; and thofe infedls 
that only wantoned in the fun-fhine of fum- 
mer, are for ever vaniihed. .The extremity 
to which he is reduced, obliges him to fub- 
mit to the meaneft and moft defpicablc em- 
ployment. 

^ Obferve him now, and remark the altera- 
tion which fin has produced. What hopes 
?ind expectations did his look betoken when 
he left his father's houfe ? What joy did it ex- 
prefs, when he was rioting in wantonnefs ? 
Behold now, what dejeftion, and what des- 
pair ! The niceft art was employed. in pre- 
paring garments to fet off his youth and 
beauty to advantage : behold now, rags 
fqarcely protect him from the cold ; the beg- 
gar and he wear the fame attire. The beg- 
gar, who Y^as never in a better, ftate, receives 
yyjSii gratitude every morfel, and taftes it 

with 
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with pleafure : to this youth, the remem- [ 

brance of the paft, imbitters the prefent. ^ 

Removed from a paradife to a wildernefs, * 

from a falfe paradife to a real wildcniefs, the [ 

(harpeft arrow of affliction pierces his breaft, 
and the tears he fheds difcover a heart over- ! 

whelmed with the bittercft grief. I almoft 
forget his fins, and I compalfionate his fuf- ; 

ferings. But we have not feen the half of 
them. His outward mifery ftrikes the eye, 
but it is only the fhadow of his inward aii- 
guifli. How fhall I paint to you the remorfe 
that preys upon his heart, and the agitations 
that diftraft his foul ! Fortune, thy attacks 
ere fevere, but the attacks of guilt are into- 
lerable. Bodily infirmity may be borne ; l?ut 
a wounded f pint y who can bear? When the 
arrows of the Almighty Jlick faji in a man^ 
then indeed is he troubled^ and bowed down 
mightily. He is feeble and fore broken : He 
roareth by reafon of the difquietnefs of his heart. 
His heart panteth^ and his Jlrength Jaileth him. 
In what a different light does the prodigal 
now view his immorality, his debauchery, 
his impiety ? A thoufand thoughts prefent 
themfelves : but every one is more excruci- 
ating than another, AU his vices pafs in re* 

view 
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view before him. They are like the ghofls 
of the murdered, and they fecm to intreat 
that the vengeance of Heaven may overtake 
him. Is this picture too much heightened ? 
I really believe it is not ; and could we lode 
with impartial eyes at the havock which (in 
makes in a human foul, I am perfuaded we 
fhould confefs the juftnefs of this portrait. 
We enter into a lazer-houfe, and we fee our 
fellow-creatures oppreffed with feme invetc* 
rate and unremitting diftemper, or fmitten 
with one univerfal fore. Nature flirinks at 
the fight. Oh ! for the eye of angels proper-* 
ly to difcern the difeafes of the foul, to per- 
ceive the blacknefs of guilt, the horror of art 
awakened confcience ! Then every fight that 
is now fickening would become almoft pleaf- 
ing in coniparifon of the loathfbmenefs of 
thefe. Vice repeated and perfevered in, is 
the only objeft which make? angels relinquifli 
the charge of mortals, and fly from their fo- 
ciety, as we fly from the place infedled with 
the plague. 

But is there no room left for repentance^ 
no place for pardon ? To all the evils of fin, 
is that laft and moft intolerable one to bk 
added, the defpair of a recovery ? No, my 

brcthrea, 
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brethren, it is not. This hiftory difcovers 
to us the dilpofition of a true penitent ; and 
our Saviour, who relates this hiftory, prefents 
this difpofition at the throne of God, and ir- 
refiftibly pleads for its acceptance. 

The evil of fin lies in the foul. Before it 
is removed, therefore, the foul niuft under- 
go fome alteration. ^ It is vain to imagine, 
that true penitence confifts in external ob- 
fervances or coftly offerings. If you could 
lacrifice thoufands of rants^ and make an ob- 
lation of ten tboufand rivers of oil : if you 
fhould gwt your frjl-born for your tranfgref 
Jions ; the fruit of your body for the Jin of your 
foul^ ftill ydu might be a ftranger to that 
temper which gained the prodigal fo welcome 
a reception. When one receives a wound, 
we do not apply bandages and ointments to 
his garments, but to the part afFefted. The 
difeafes of the foul, in like manner, are not 
cured by extrinfic and foreign applications, 
but by Ibmething that is inward and conge- 
nial. Now repentance is that medicine, 
which, by the bleffing of God, and the ope- 
rations of his Spirit, cureth the foul of fin ; 
and it confifts in a ferious ibnfe of our tranf^ 
fions, a deep humility on account of 
R themi^ 
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them, a fincere Gontrition of heart, accom-« 
panied with an ingenuous confeffion, and an 
unfhaken refolution of amendment* 

All thefe particulars are either expreffed or 
implied in the temper of the returning pro- 
digal. / will fay to my father ; Father ^ I havd 
fnned agahtji Heaven, and before thee, and am 
no more worthy to be called- thy fon\ make me 
as one of thy hired fervants. He has fuch a 
ftrong fenfe of his paft folly, that he ac- 
knowledges he has forfeited the rights of his 
birth. He alks not the privilege of a fon, 
but the protection of a fervant. His whole 
fpecch difcovers the genuinenefs of his for- 
row, and the deepnefs of his contrition : far 
from endeavouring to cover or palliate his 
tranfgreflions, he confefles them in the moll 
open and afFedting manner. The exprcflion 
of his refolution of amendment is the only- 
thing which feems here to be wanting ; but 
this very circumflance gives us a new occa- 
lion to obferve the wonderful propriety and 
inimitable beauty of our Saviour's difcourfes. 
The prodigal had been engaged in fuch fcenes 
of wickcdnefs, that the refleftion upon them 
quite overwhelmed him. He fcarcely durft 
promife upon his own treacherous heart : and 

having 
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having fo far and fo caufelefsly ofFended, he 
bluflies to declare his refolution of amend- 
ment. He leaves it to his look, his manner, 
the whole fpirit of his difcourfe j to fpeak the 
fecret, but firm pUrpofe of his fouL Is not 
this a conduft at once the moft engaging^ be- 
coming, aild noble ? and does not the repre- 
fentation of it difcover to us one of thofe de- 
licate ftrokes of defcription which diftinguilh 
a mafter ? 

I might expatiate upon each of the parti- 
culars implied in repentance, fhew their con-^ 
nexion, and explain how one of thefe natu- 
rally leads to another, in the order I have 
mentioned them. Without a fenfe of fin, it 
is plain, we cannot feel the firft emotions of 
penitencci But a fenfe of fin ferioufly enter- 
tained, is a natural fource of humility ; for 
when we confidef our corruptions and vices, 
we cannot efteem ourfelves, but are afhamed 
and abaftied on account of them. In this 
ftate, our heart, formed to difcern and afpire 
after what is excellent, is afFefted with a 
feeling of its own defefts. Overwhelmed 
with grief, we find no eafe but in an honeft 
confefllon ; and from this very adt we are 
formed to derive fome confolation. Refolu- 
R 2 Uon 



tion of amendment is the natural confequencif 
of thefe previous fteps, and indeed the only 
courfe which remains for us to take. Your 
f ime wifl not permit rae ta infift more fully 
tipon thefe particulars. Let me only pro- 
duce a few texts- of fcripture, to fhow that 
the difpofition now de(cribed, is the only ac- 
ceptable facrifice to God^ and indiipenfably 
neceflary in Chriftians, It was a prevailing 
error among the Ifraelites, that God would 
be pl^fed with a variety of oblations : their 
prophets are careful to correft this error, and 
to lead them to juft fentiments upon this* 
fobjed. Hear J O my people^ and Iivillfpeai^ 
O J/rae/j and Iwrll tejiify againjl thee. I am 
Godj even thy God. I will not reprove thee 
for thy facrlfices or thy burnt-offerings y to have 
been continually before me. I will take no bul^ 
lock out of thy houfe^ nor he-goat out of thy 
folds. For 'every heaji of the forejl is mine^ and! 
the oattk upon a thoufand hills. I know all 
the fowls of the mountains^ and the wild beafts 
of the field are mine. If I were hungry y I would- 
not tell t/jee ; for the world is mine^ and the 
fulnefs thereof mil I eat thefiejh of bulls, or 
drink the blood of goats * f To the fame pur- 

pofe^ 
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})ofe, David, in another place, fay«, 7>6o« 
ideftreji not facrijice^ elfe %vauldl give it : T^hau 
delighteji not in burnt-offering ; and immedi- 
ately afcer, declares, agreeably to our doc- 
trine^ The facrijices of God are a broken fpirit \ 
a broken and a contrite hearty O Godj thou 
<.vilt not defpife ^. He that confeffeth hisjins, 
and forfaketh them, faith the wiic naan, the 
fame Jhall find inercy ; but he that cover eth his 
ftnsy JhaU not profper % And in the New 
Teftament, 4eftru(Slion is denounced againft 
all who do not repent. Except ye repent^ ye 
Jhall all likewife perijh ^. In the parable of 
•the phajFifee and publican % the latter, who 
was aOiamed on account of his fins, who 
ftood at a diftance, and beat upon his breafl:, 
and faid, God be merciful to me afinner ; went 
Jown tQ his boufe jufiified^ ralher than the 
jother. 

But in the thkd place c In this parable is 
f eprefented to us the mercy of God, and his 
readinefs to receiye every returning finner. 
This is the perfection of the divine nature, 
in which, as offending creatures, we are 
principally interefted. By his goodnefs he is 

R3 the 
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the objeft of the love and veneration of 
angels. From its emanations they receive 
their felicity, and, dwelling at the fountain 
of joy, they know no forrow. But goodnefs 
itfelf, ftrift impartial goodnefs, is. the objeft 
of terror to a weak, imperfeft creature like 
man, confcious of his fins, and repeated of- 
fences- Goodnefs engages the being that is 
poflefled of it, to be beneficent, to beftow 
the means of happinefs, but not to rcfi:ore 
them, if they have been mifapplied and 
fquandered. When I furvey the jufl:icc of the 
Divinity, I tremble in his prefence ; and 
were I ignorant of every other moral perfec- 
tion of his nature, I (hould pray to be re- 
duced to nothing. When I view his good- 
nefs, I admire and adore it ; but I envy the 
angels who never fell, and who are the ob- 
jects of its complacence. But when I fee 
him clothed in his mercy, I glory in my lot 
as a man, and raifc my eyes to immortality. 
Now it is this attribute which is rcprefented 
to us in this parable. When the prodigal had 
wafted all, when he was ruined and undone, 
and was obliged to return to that father 
whom he had difregarded and dishonoured ; 
we read, iJi'hile he was yet a great way off^ he 

had 
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had compaffion^ and ran and fell on his neck^ 
and kijfed him. Does not this teach us that, 
like as a fat her pitieth his children^ fo the Lord 
pitieth every repenting linner ? Even under 
the feverity of the old difpenfation, the Om- 
nipotent had declared himfelf the Lordy the 
Lord Gody merciful and gracious ^ longfuffering 
andjlow to anger y forgiving iniquity ^ ^^^^fg^^f 
Jion^ and Jin. With him^ it was at that pe- 
riod declared, there was mercy y that he might 
befearedy and plenteous redemption ; and he re- 
member ed the frame of mortals, that they were 
but dujl. But ftill clearer declarations of the 
mercy and placability of God are afforded to 
us under the new diipenfation, in which 
Chrift himfelf is the law-giver. The hea- 
venly voice, at his birth, proclaimed. Peace 
on earthy and good-will to men; as if all that 
had yet been known, was only to be com- 
pared to fome fcattered rays which preceded 
the rifing of the fun. One great part of our 
Saviour's employment, during the whole of 
his miniftry, was to diiplay the divinity in 
his mildeft afpeft, and by this means, to 
heal the broken in hearty and to bind up the 
wounded infpirit. And finally, this Saviour, 
by an unfpotted obedience, and a meritorious 
R 4 death. 
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death, made mercy and truth to meet together^ 
righteoufnefs and peace to kifs each other. 

Having now confidered the fatal confc- 
quences of vice, the difpofition of a true pe- 
nitent, and the exuberant mercy of God ; 
let us, in a few fentences, apply what ha^ 
been faid. 

Is vice the dire£t road to mifery and ruin ? 
Does not daily experience convince us that 
it is ? While the common accidents of 
life flay their thoufands, this evil alone kill- 
eth her ten thoufands. Let this teach us to 
confider it as our greateft enemy. If there 
were a general reformation in a country, I 
could fcarcely number up the train of difeafes, 
misfortunes, and affliftions which would dis- 
appear at once by its means : for trace our 
calamities to the fourcc, and it will be found 
that vice is the chief one. Let the ix:icked 
manforfake his ways^ and the unrighteous num 
his thoughts^ and let all who are not yet ini- 
tiated in fin, beware of it, j^or verily it bring* 
eth afnare to his fouL 

2dly, Since the difpofition of a true peni- 
tent is fo pleafing in the fight of God, what 
reafijn has every one of us, to endeavour to 
obtain it ! The Almighty fliews the value he 

has 
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has for a human fouj, by preferring its rc-y 
newal to every other facrifice. There is ^ 
ftrange propenfity in corrupt man, to endea- 
vour to pleafe God in fbme different manner 5 
but this is the only way that is acceptable, 
SrJ? wiat purpofe if the tnultitude ofyourfah- 
haths^ your new-moons^ and your oblations ? 
Wafh ye J make ye clean^ put away the evil of 
your doings J ceafe to do evily learn to do welL 
What occafion we all have for this, let our 
lives and our manners teftify. Does that 
piety, integrity or purity prevail among us, 
which become the gofpel ? Is that love to, 
God, and regard to hi^ laws, which the gof? 
pel enjoiiis, the ruling principle of our Hves? 
Would to God it were! after all, there" 
fhould remain fufficicnt defe<3:s to lament, 
But as it is otherwife,^ how deep ought our 
humiliation to be ! Let us acknowledge our. 
tranfgreffions, and be diligent to fearch out 
the plague of our own hearts, and turn unto^ 
Gody who will have mercy \ and unto our God^ 
who will abundantly patidon. 

Laftly, This mercy of God \yhich is dis- 
played in the fcriptures, ought to be the ob- 
jeft of our praife and adoration. We are 
fuabjed to view God, and y?t we are not 

cpnfunq^ed. 
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confumed, Blefs the Lord^ thetiy O my foul ^ 
-und all that is within me^ blefs his holy name ; 
blefs the Lord^ O my foul^ and forget not all 
his benefits^ who forgiveth all thine iniquities. 
He will not always chide ^ neither will he keep 
bis anger for ever : he hath not dealt with us 
after ourfns^ nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities ; for as the Heaven is high above the 
earthy fo great is his mercy toward them that 
fear him : as far as the eafi is from the wefl^ 
fo far hath he removed our tranfgreffions frank 
us. Blefs the Lordy O my foul. 
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Matthew xi. 29^. 

^ake my yoke upon you j and learn of me^ for / 
ani meek and lowly jn hearty and ye Jhall fnd 
reft unto your fouls^ 

In the primitive ages of Chriftianity, there 
could be no inducement for any one to aflume 
the charafter of a Chriftian, but his being 
perfuadcd of the trtith of the gofpel, and of 
Its efficacy to procure falvation to thofe who 
obeyed its precepts. Men at that time very 
rarely engaged in any of the external exer- 
cifes of religion, but from a fenfe of the obli- 
gation they lay under to purity and integrity, 
the ultimate ends of all religion. But now 
the cafe feems to be much altered for the 
worfe. While the pious frequent religious 
aflemblies out of devotion, regard the name 
of Chriftian as the moft honourable appella- 
tion, and corifefs that their profeffion of faith 

in 
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in Jefus lays them under the ftrongcft obli- 
gation to obey his laws ; a ver\' coniiderable 
number aflemble with thefe from very diffe- 
rent motives, confider the name of Chriftian 
only as a proper badge in a Chriftian land^ 
and profefs themfelves believers only through 
cuftom, or to obtain fome temporal advan- 
tages with which the profeffion is attended, 
or to avoid (bme inconveniencies which re- 
nouncing it altogether might occafion.-.^ 
Though they join in the forms of religion, 
they never confider this as laying them un- 
der an obligation to comply with the precepts 
of it, or fcem to apprehend that they arc 
guilty of hypocrif\', or what the fcripture 
calls a mocking of God, for the pretence 
which thcv make of honouring him out* 
wardly, when they feel no reverence for his 
perfections, and no regard for his will. 

There is, however, one inftitution of re- 
ligion, a participation in which is dill con- 
fidcred, in this country at leaft, as a folcmii 
avowal of the obligation to obfcrvc the laws 
p{ Chriflianity ; an inftitution from which 
the abandoned generally abftain, and in which 
while he rafhly engages, the heart of the 
hypocrite will fcarcely fail to fmite him. As 

voii, 
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t'ou, therefore, of this congregation have it 
lb nearly in view, to celebrate this facred 
inftitution of the Lord's fupper, the partici- 
pation in which is confidered as an acknow- 
ledgment that we are bound to receive the? 
yoke of Chrift, I have made choice of the 
words now read, as a proper foundation for 
the prefent difcourfe. 

In the 27th ver{e of this chapter, our Sa- 
viour had aflerted his divine commillion, his 
authority and power, and his intimate know- 
ledge of his father, and near relation to him. 
j^/J things are delhered to me of my father : 
and no man knoweth the fan but the father^ 
neither knoweth any man the father^ fave the 
fon^ and he to whomfoever the fon will reveal 
him. Then he who fo Well knew how to 
unite the charafters of juft dignity, and 
winning condefcenfion, immediately fubjoins 
one of the moft afFe<ftionate invitations, which 
he ever addreflcd to mankind. Of this my 
text is a part. Come unto me^ all ye that la-- 
hour and are heavy laden^ and I will give you 
reji : T'ake my yoke upon you^ and learn ofnWj 
for I am meek and lowly in hearty afid ye Jhall 
fnd rejl unto your fouls^ 

The 
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The yoke of Chrift is a metaphor to figni- 
fy his laws and commandments ; and the 
taking of this yoke upon us denotes a ful>i 
mifliori to thefe. To learn of Chrift, com- 
prehends a general attention to the doftrines 
he teaches, as well as to the precepts he en- 
joins, and has alio a reference to the exam- 
ple he exhibits. The two following claufesv 
For I am meek and lowly in hearty andyejhall 
Jind rejl to your fouls ^ may be confidered a^ 
motives to engage our compliance with the 
exhortation in the preceding part of the 
verfe< Our Saviour takes notice of his being 
nteek and lowly in heart:, both for the ten- 
dency which thefe dilpofitions would have to 
conciliate afiedlion and confidence, and for 
diftinguifhing him from the Jewifh doctors^ 
who affefted a difgufting pride and fuperio- 
rity ; qualities which, to fay the truth, hu- 
man learning, when it is not conduded with 
a fpirit of (bber inquiry, and made fubfervient 
to the purpofes of virtue and religion, is apt 
to inlpire. liy ih^ rejl of the foulj is meant 
that ftate of quiet compofure and ferenity^ 
which ought to be the chief purfuit of a wife 
man : and this exprcflion muft have been 
cafily underftood by thofe who heard our Sa- 
viour, 
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Viouf, efpecially as it had been ufed in 1 
fimilar manner by one of their prophets, 
^hus faith the Lor d^ Stand ye in the ways^ and 
fee^ and afkfor the old paths ^ where is the good 
way^ and walk therein^ and ye /hall Jind rcji to 
your fouls *- 

In profecuting this fubjeft, after faying a 
few things upon the nature and extent of the 
Chriftian law^ which is here called the yoke 
of Chrift, I propofe to lay before you the 
obligations we are under to fubmit to it, and 
to confirm the fenfe of thefe obligations by 
feveral arguments, efpecially thofe (uggefted 
in the text. We fhall be beft able to difco- 
ver the nature of the Chriftian law, by at- 
tending to the defign for which it was pub- 
lifhed. Now it was publifhed with this 
view, to recover the fallen race of mankind, 
and to reftore them to the image of God, by 
reftifying their irregular appetites, by culti- 
vating in their minds every difpofition that is 
virtuous and praife- worthy. The excellence 
of this law, therefore, confifts in its fitnefs 
to anfwer thefe ends. As Chrift came to 
deftroy the kingdom of Satan, and Xo purify 

to 
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to hlmfelf a peculiar people zealous of gooa 
ivorks ^, his rules and precepts are all calcu- 
lated for reftraining vice, and pronnoting 
holinefs ; or, to ufc the words of an apoftle 
to teach us^ that denying ungodUnefi^ ana 
"juorlJly lujisy we Jhould live Joberly^ righteoufyj 
and godly "". 

This law, which is pure, as the nature of 
God, the fountain whence it proceeded, is as 
cxtenfive as the principles of our nature woulci 
allow, or as was neceflary to fit us for a more 
pcrfeft and comprehenfive ftate, to which the 
prefent is preparatory. Thus it comprehends 
all the duties we owe to God, every branch 
of piety, as love, gratitude, reverence, fear ; 
all the virtues of humanity, juftice, charity, 
mecknefs, forbearance, with a variety of 
other duties that arife from different (itua* 
lions and circumftances in life ; the virtues 
of temperance, fobriety and chaftity, to which 
we are fb powerfully excited, by being re* 
prefentcd as temples of the I'rcing God^^ as ha-' 
bitations of God through the Spirit ^ 

The law of the Lord Jefus extends not to' 
our adions only, but it engages thofe who 

comply 
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comply with it to regulate their words, and 
to prefcrve purity iii their moft fecrct and 
retired thoughts. Like a medicine, which 
not only operates upon the larger organs, but 
penetrates the nerves, and affedts the fineft 
fibres, the Chriftian law extends to the niceft 
movements of the foul, and is intended to 
influence every principle by which the foul 
can be actuated. 

I proceed now to lay before you fome of 
the obligations you are under to fubmit to 
the law of the gofpel, or to take upon you the 
yoke of Chrift, May I (peak in the fimpli- 
city of the gofpel, and may the Spirit of 
Chrift aid me in declaring your duty, in ex- 
citing you to comply with it ! 

In the firft place, then, you are under the 
ftriftcft obligation to fubmit to the law, or 
yoke of Chrift, becaufe its reafbnablenefs ap- 
proves itfelf to your own minds. 

When God formed man at firft, he did 
not leave hun to a£t in any manner that hu- 
mour or paftion might prompt him, but 
conftituted him fb, then when he fhould dif- 
cern any thing to be reafbnable or proper to 
be done, even fuppofing he Ihould be willing 
%o forego the advantages with which the do- 

S ing 
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ing it might be attended, or to fuffer the 
evils in which the omittins: it nii^ht involve 
him, yet this (hould not latisfy him, but a 
departure from his duty (hould, moreover, be 
attended with a prelent fenfe of guilt, or ill- 
defendng, independent of the confequences. 
When any fcheme of religion is laid before a 
roan, which he acknowledges to be reafbn- 
able, and with which, not^^ithflanding, he 
refules to comply, he no longer ulcs the li- 
berty of a man, but is domineered over by 
fbme appetite, or paflion, or habit of flibjec- 
tion, for which his own heart condemns him. 
Suppofe, therefore, that there were nothing 
more in Chriftianity, but a fimple detail df 
the different branches of our duty, we (hould 
be imder the flridefl obligation, from the 
very confHtution of our nature, to comply 
with it ; and our refuiing to comply would^ 
upon refle£l:ion, have filled us with uncafi- 
nefs. Man is not left, like the brates, to 
follow the prefent flrongeft impulie of his 
mind, but has another fuperior faculty, which 
claims the privilege of a lawful mafter, and 
is intitled to have its commands obeyed. The 
quefticm with man ought not to be, which is- 
the fb-ongefl propenfion, but Vfhkh is the 
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tnd{l reafbnable. In this licehtidus ^ge, it is 
ncceffzty to infift upon this obligation^ be* 
caufe nxany Iktisfy themfelves in their im-* 
piety and irregularities, by faying, that they 
are under no formal obligation to comply 
with the laws of religion, having done no* 
thing to ratify the engagements into which 
others may have entered on their account. I 
am fure this is not the langu&g^ of a man who 
ufes his reafonable faculties. Your obliga-* 
tion to religion does not arife from the vow 
of your parents, or others, though it may be 
ftrengthcned by that vow, but from the na- 
ture which God has given you. Before you 
difown this obligation, then, renounce your 
nature. Acknowledge at once, that the 
boafted powers of reafon and of confcicnce^ 
you undervalue and contenm." Forfake the 
ibcicty of men. You claim the privilege of 
iftidulging ev^ry appetite and paflion, with- 
out reftraint. Herd with the beafts of the 
field: in fimilar pleafure you fpend your days^ 
Degraded man ! O that I could fufliciently 
difcover you to every eye as a monument of 
folly and of vice, that you might be pointed 
at by othferS) and that the contagion of your 
example mig^ not ^ead« No I rather 
S z like 
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like Nebuchadnezzar, may your underftand'- 
ing return unto you, and with him, may you 
learn to praife, and honour, and extol the 
King of Heaven and of earth, who hath not 
left you at liberty to rejed his holy law with- 
out felf-condemnation. 

Thus the very declaration of the moral 
duties of the gofpel to thofe who muft, and 
do confefs that they are reafonable, lays them 
under the ftrongeft obligation to pra<Slife 
them. The eye is not more formed to dK^ 
cem a difference between white and black, 
or the taftc to diftinguifh between fweet and 
bitter, than the mind is to perceive the dit- 
tinftion between good and evil : nor is it 
more abfurd, to call black white, or bitter 
fweet, than it is unnatural to rejeft the good, 
and choofe the evil. 

But the obligation of Chriftians to take 
upon them the yoke of Chrift, does not arife 
merely from its reafbnablenefs. This obliga* 
tion is enforced by the higheft authority, noleis 
than that of God himfelf : for to the Chriftian 
religion God hath given the ftrongeft atteft^^- 
tions, h^ing appeared at various times, and 
in divers manners, to eftablifh the law, the 
prophets, and the. gofpel ; fo that refuiing to 

receive 
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receive them, is refufing to acknowledge the 
authority of God. 

The different appearances of the Almighty 
are recorded for our inftruftion ; and fincc 
they are fufficiently attefted, they ought to 
produce a fimilar efFeft upon us, to that 
which they would have done, had we been 
witnefles of them- When God defcended 
upon Mount Sinai in thunder and lightning, 
and the voice of the trumpet waxed exceedingly 
loud ^, it was to deliver that moral law, 
which Chrift came not to deftroy, but to 
confirm ; and when we hear it as delivered 
by the Almighty, do we not tremble at his 
word, and reverence his authority ? Let all 
nations bow before hitn^ and let all people ferve 
him. The fame eternal Being who appears 
through the Old Teftament as the God of 
majefty and glory, appears alfo, though in a 
different manner, and adds his fanftion to the 
New. He, who under the former difpenfa- 
tions, had difcovered himfelf in his terrors, 
as an emblem of the law, condefcends, under 
the gofpel, to (hew himfelf lefs in the light 
of majefty than of love, as an emblem of the • 
S 3 mildnefs 
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mildnefs of this latter difpeniation. / His Spi** 
rit defcended on his Son like a dove, and he 
declared, ^inis is tny beloved Son ; hear ye 
him ^. Here no fire is called from Heavca 
to deftroy a rebeUious r^ce, no immediate 
judgment is inflifted for difhonouring, not 
the fervant, but the Son : on the contrary, 
the moft marvellous works of beneficence 
and mercy, which required the immediate 
interpofition of Heaven, are performed. An4 
are not thefe (o many proofs, that the reli- 
gion which we profipfs, comes recommended 
by the divine authority ? I'he works that I do^ 
iaith our Saviour, be^r witnefs ofmcy that the 
feather batbfent me *". 

To the ftill, fmall voice of God, therefore^ 
which {peaks within our minds, and enjoins 
obedience to the laws of piety, juftice, and 
charity, there is fuperadded the clear declar 
ration of the fame God in the fcriptures, en-? 
joining us to honour and obey the Son, as we 
ought to honour and obey the Father. Do I 
fpeak to an affembly of men, who defpife, 
and daringly rejeft, this authority ? Will you 
join with the impious king who hardened his 
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heart, and faid, JVho is the Lord^ that IJhould 
obey bis voice ? I know not the Lordj neither 
nvill I hearken to him '\ Surely not, my bre* 
thren : you reverence the authority of God. 
Remember, then, that it is the Son of God, 
by the authority of his Father, who fays, 
y'ake my yoke upon you ^ and learn of me. 

But I proceed to confider our obligations to 
fubmit to the yoke of Chrift, ariling either 
from explicit, or implied acknowledgments : 
and on this fubjeft, there are feveral things 
which I will throw together as briefly as pof* 
fible. When you were baptized, did not 
your parents, or fomq others, become bound 
to train you up in the religion of Chrift, and 
to inftruft you in its principles ? and have 
you not always confidered this as a virtual 
engagement in your name ? I know you ne* 
ver renounced it formally ; but did you ever 
really endeavour {o much as to fatisfy your 
own minds for your negleft of it ? Or, when 
you deliberately refledt on this engagement, 
and your departures from it, do you not fee|, 
a fecret conviftion, informing you that yp4 
;jire blamable I What is the language of 
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your religious profeffion, of your retaining 
the name of Chriftians, of your claiming the 
outward privileges belonging to fuch ? Every 
time that you addrefs God, either in public, 
or in private, is it not a confeffion that you- 
ought to obey his precepts ? If you ever 
commemorated the death of Chrift, or if 
you now propofe to do it, is not this a folemn 
ratification of your baptifmal vows ? If you 
call him Lord, Lord, and yet do not the 
things which he prefcribes, muft you not 
own that your behaviour is altogether un- 
worthy and inconfiftent ? For, can any con- 
duft be more inconfiftent or contradidlory, 
than to call him mafter, and yet refufe his 
authority ? May he not juftly fay to you, If 
I be a majierj where is my fear ? an J if I be a 
father^ where is mine honour^? Whenever 
you join, therefore, in any aft of religion, 
and yet refufe obedience to the laws of the 
goipel, you acknowledge the juftne(s of an 
authority, to which, notwithftanding, you 
refufe to lubmit ; a conduft which your own 
hearts can certainly never approve of. 

Having 

k Mai. i. 6. 
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Having thus laid before you fome of the 
obligations which we are under to receive 
the yoke of Chrift, arifing from our nature 
and conftitution, from the regard due to the 
authority of God, and from our own expliciJt 
or implied engagements, let me endeavour 
to confirm the fenfe of thefe obligations by 
feveral motives ; and this may be confidered 
as a continuation, in fome meafure, of my 
former fubjedt : for, to a reafonable creature, 
a juft motive is a proper ground for aftion, 
and lays him under an obligation to z& ac^ 
cordingly. 

In. the firft place, my brethren, the fervice 
to which you are bound, by fubmitting to 
this yoke, is both reafonable and eafy. As 
Chriftians, we are not loaded with the yoke 
of rites, ceremonies, and external obferv- 
ances, which was fb heavy upon the Jews, 
that neither ihpfe in the days of our Saviour, 
nor their /at bers^ were able to bear it ^ The 
dominion of Chrift, tends to free us from the 
flavcry of fm, from the power of Satan, from 
the tyrannic fway of our own lufts, and to 
fnake us obey the beft principles of our na- 
ture. 
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ture, and yield to their diftates. The reli- 
gion of the Lx)rd Jefus is, therefore, called 
the perfedi law of liberty^. By engaging in 
his lervice, we are faid to be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption^ Into the glorious li^ 
berty of the fons of God^'x and Chriftians are 
exhorted to ftandfa/l in the liberty wherewith 
phriji hath made them free <>. Our Saviour 
alfo declares immediately after the text, that 
his yoke is eafy^ and his burden light. The 
objeftion which arifes to this from the weak- 
nefs and depravity of our natures, I fliall take 
occafion to obviate afterwards. 

At prefent, I proceed to perfuade you to 
comply with the advice in the text, from a 
review of the charafter of that Mafter, into 
whofe fervice you are here called. I (hall 
chiefly confine myfelf to the confideration of 
thofe circumftances in his charader, which 
are marked in the text. We are there told, 
that he is meek and lowly in heart ; and how 
pcrfeftly his aftions correfpond to this charac- 
ter, let his whole life teftify. Can my foul ever 
forget his condefcenfion to his difciples, his 
/grbearance to his enemies, his patience un- 
der 
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der his affliftions, and the numberlefs good 
offices, by which he alleviated or removed 
the miferies of men ? To dilplay him fully in 
this character, need I bring to your remem- 
brajice, that night in which he rofefromfup^ 
i>er^ and^ having laid ajide his garments^ g^^^-^ 
fd himfelf with a towel ^ and wajhcd his dif- 
ciples feet p ? Need I recall to your minds 
the compaffionate manner in which he fpoke 
to the daughters of Jerufalem, and defired 
them to refcrve their tears for their own mi- 
feries, when they were pouring them out 
for his ? What (inner did this meek and 
merciful Matter ever rejedt, if he came with 
a penitent heart ? It was foretold to be his 
charader, and he flill retains it, that he will 
not break the hruifed reed^ nor quench the 
fnwakingfax'^. How ftrtking and how beau- 
tiful is the prediction concerning him, and 
how fully did he accomplifh it ! Hejhallfeed 
his Jlock like a Jhepherdy he Jhall gather the 
lambs with bis arm^ and carry them in his bo-^ 
fom^ and gently lead thofe that are with young ^ 
When you cpnfider your weaknefles, your ir- 
rcfolution, your follies, and your vices, are 

you 
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you not fenfible that it would be impoffible 
for you ever to pleafe an, auftere mafter ? or 
could any other be a fit Lord for you, but he 
who has z fellow-feeling of yo\XT infirmities^ f 
Your meek and lowly Mafter impofes upon 
you no talks which he himfelf did not fuhmit 
to,. He is not like the pharifaical doctors 
who faiJy and did not ^ who bound heavy bur^ 
densy and grievous to be borne^ and laid them 
on other men^s fhoulders^ but would not touch 
ibcni with one of their fingers^. In the (eve* 
reft inftances of our duty, he left us an ex- 
ample, that we (hould follow his fteps. In 
what fchool can we learn, where the inftruc- 
tor would be (b ready to bear our frowardnefs, 
to pardon our neglefts, and forgive our 
faults ? If you refufe this Saviour, where 
will you find one like him ? For there is no 
encouragement that he refufes, no aftiftance 
that he denies. 

This leads me. to confider, as another mo- 
tive to induce you to take his yoke upon you, 
which will likewife obviate every objeftion 
from the depravity of our nature, the gracious 
aids of his holy Spirit, which he will vouch- 

fafe 
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fafe to all who (incerely afk them, and rely 
upon them. Our Saviour did not leave this 
world, till he had promifed that the Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghoft, fhould 
come to teach and affift his followers. What- 
ever difficulties, therefore, we may meet 
with in our Chriftian courfe, by the aid of 
the divine Spirit we may be rendered fupe- 
rior to them. If the combat in which we 
engage, in order to fubdue our irregular ap- 
petites, be fevere, from the Spirit we may 
derive that ftrength which fhall render us 
vidorious. Do we labour under any dileafe 
whatever of the mind ? By the help of that 
Phyfician who formed the heart, and knows 
its maladies, furely it may be cured. And, 
Chriftians, though we wrejlle not againfljlejh 
md bloody but againjl principalities of id powers y 
againjl the rulers of the darknefs of this worlds 
and againjl fpiritual wickednefs in high places ", 
yet, by his Spirit who conquered the powers 
of darknefs, and who overcame the world, 
all thefe may be refifted by us ; and with 
fuch divine affiftance, \si%yoke may be termed 
an eafy one, and his burden light. 

Finally, 

f Eph, yi. 1 1. 



Finally, my brethren, attend to the pfd- 
mife that is here made to thofe who obey 
this exhortation. Learn ofnu^for I am meek 
and lowly In hearty and ye Jhall find reji to your 
fouls. What is there in this world that is io 
defirable, as a quiet, a contented, and a re- 
figned fpirit ? Tell me who is the happy man % 
he who arrives at the top of his ambition, 
and tramples upon his foes, but is domineer- 
ed over by his lufts ? He who wallows in 
luxury by means of his ill-acquired riches, 
but has no government over himftif ; or he 
who, in this ti*anfient ftate, feels that inter- 
nal fatisfa6lion which the world cannot give, 
nor take away ? Ye foft gales of peace, which 
proceed from the Holy Ghoft, and are kept 
up only by an unremitting virtue, be you my 
choice, and do you ftill refrefli my fbuL But 
where is that ferenity and felicity to be foimd, 
except by fubmitting to the yoke of Chrift ? 
At the creation of man, religion was his 
companion, his perpetual attendant ; and no 
care ruffled his brow, nor fbrrow difquieted 
his breaft ; his eye beheld the lovely form^ 
and his heart never ftrayed from her laws. 
But when he fell, his underftanding was 
^kened, he loft fight of his true good, and 

purfued 
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fafe to all who (incercly afk them, and rely 
upon them. Our Saviour did not leave this 
world, till he had promifed that the Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghoft, fhould 
come to teach and affift his followers. What- 
ever difficulties, therefore, we may meet 
with in our Chriftian courfe, by the aid of 
the divine Spirit we may be rendered fupe- 
rior to them. If the combat in which we 
engage, in order to fubdue our irregular ap- 
petites, be fevere, from the Spirit we may 
derive that ftrength which fhall render us 
vidorious. Do we labour under any difeafe 
whatever of the mind ? By the help of that 
Phyfician who formed the heart, and knows 
its maladies, furely it may be cured. And, 
Chriftians, though we wrejile not againftjlejh 
md blood J but againjl principalities afid powers, 
againfi the rulers of the darknefs of this world, 
and againjl fpiritual wickednefs in high places % 
yet, by his Spirit who conquered the powers 
of darknefs, and who overcame the world, 
all thefe may be refifted by us ; and with 
fiich divine affiftance, Yin^yoke may be termed 
an eafy one, and his burden light. 

Finally, 

f £ph» vi. 1 1. 
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Psalm iv. 4. laft part of the verfc. 

Commune with your own heart upon you bedj 
and be Jilll. 

1 HAT the royal prophet^ by thefe words, 
enjoins retirement from the hurry and the 
tumults of human life, in order to give our- 
felves time deliberately to confider the wi{^ 
dom, the juftice, and the goodnefs of the 
divine adminiftration, and ferioufly to refleft 
upon our own aftions, and the motives of 
them, will, I imagine, be readily admitted 
by every hearer. Commune with your own 
heart upon your bed^ and be Jlill. At leifure, 
uninfluenced by the fpecious opinions, un- 
biafled by the corrupt praftices of others, 
deaf to the enfnaring voice of pleafure, and 
only open to the fober didlates of reafon, and 
the awful commands of confciencc, frequent- 
ly meditate upon the perfedtions of God, and 

learn 
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learn to reverence the ways of his Providence* 
Often before-hand confider the courfe of 
condudt which it becomes you to follow; 
and often review what you have thought and 
a£ted. You will all acknowledge that the 
nature and condition of man difcover religi* 
ous retirement and recolleftion to be highly 
proper and ufeful. When we confider our 
Wants, our weaknefs, our dependence, the 
dangers to which we are expofed, the hopes 
and the fears^ as well as the immediate hap- 
pinefs and mifery which our conduit occa- 
iions ; they all confpire to force this acknow- 
ledgment. But how feldom our pra<ftice is 
influenced by it, let our confcience and our 
actions bear witnefi. For if the man who is 
of opinion that a frequent and ferious confi* 
deration of one^s own behaviour, his difpofi- 
tions, and the awftil account he muft render, 
might, by the bleffing of God, prove a re- 
medy for many vices, would but vifit the 
market-places, the taverns, and crowded, or 
private companies ; of inquire into the cafe 
of the oppreffed, or lend an ear to the wail- 
ing of the poor ; or dbferve the cheats in bu- 
finefi, the cfaichanery of law, the haughti*- 
oefs of men in high ftations, or the envy of 

T thofe 
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thofe below them, the unreafonable violence 
"which occafions quarrels and divifions, th6 
immoderate keennefs in the purfuit of things 
temporal, and the remiflhefs in feeking aiftcr 
things eternal ; he could not fail to be per- 
fuaded, that the direftion in our text, though 
heard with fome kind of reverence, is far 
from being devoutly^ or commonly obeyed. 

In my difcourfe to you, therefore, at this 
time, I propofe to explain the nature and de- 
(ign of religious retirement and recolleftion, 
and to endeavour to perfuade you to the prac- 
tice of thofe duties. 

I addrefs my (elf to every one in this houfe ; 
but I confider the fubjedl: as more elpecially 
fuited to thofe who have fo immediate a pro- 
fpeft of commemorating the death of Chrift 
in the facrament ; for, furely, it is particu- 
larly fit that our hearts fhould be purified by 
meditation and prayer, when we are in fb 
folemn and public a manner to profefs our- 
lelves the difciples of Jefus. I propofe, then, 
in the firft place, to explain the nature and 
defign of religious retirement and recollec- 
tion. When the illuftrious writer of this 
Pfahn, who had fuch a deep infight into the 
diieafes of the human heart, and could fo 

ablv 
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ably prefcribe falutary remedies, here recom- 
mends religious retirement and recolleiflion, 
it feems evident, that he has no defign to fay 
lany thing in commendation of a total feclu- 
(ion from the world. The words by no 
means import any thing of this nature. A 
recefs from the world, and its cares, can 
never be the objeft of a general precept. In 
conformity, then, to the intention of the 
text, I am to confider that kind of retire- 
ment which is proper for men engaged in the 
bufinefs of life, and which is neceffary, in 
order to lupport the focial character ufefuUy 
and honourably. Whether a total feclulion 
from the world, a refignation of all the en- 
dearing ties of friendfhip, afFeftion, love, a 
departure from all the duties which our pre- 
fent ftate requires, and of which Providence 
leems to allot every one a fhare, be agreea- 
ble to the commands of God, or deferving 
praife of men, or a fit preparation for a ftate 
of happinefs in the heavenly kingdom, where 
there is a fbciety united by the ftrongeft 
bonds, I will not at this time inquire. If 
they are ever allowable, the circumftances 
which call to them are very peculiar ; and I 
cannot hefitate to fay, that the moft worthy 
T 2 of 
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of air charaftcrs is the man who maintains 
his ftation in life, ever animated by a fer- 
vent piety, and ever guided by an inviolable 
integrity. To cheriih a Ipirit of piety, and 
to alFift him in llipporting an uniform up- 
rightnefs of intention and aftion, religi- 
ous retirement and recoUeftion will be of the 
greateft importance. We will difcem this, 
if we confider in what the exercife of them 
conlifts. 

It confifts in devoting a portion of our 
time for the moft valuable pur]po{cs, for con- 
verfing with our own hearts, for the coiifi-' 
deration of our behaviour, and comparing it 
with the perfections of God, for inquiring 
after, and applying the means of regulating 
every unlawful defire, and of moderating 
every unreafonable wifh. In religious re- 
tirement, we are employed in pouring out 
our hearts before the Giver of our life and 
our mercies, in imploring his aflTiftance to 
improve our charafters, in admiring and 
adoring the perfeiSlions of his nature, and in 
expanding the powers of our minds to re- 
ceive his moft gracious influences. The dif- 
pofitions chiefly to be exercifed in the hours 
of retirement arc, finccrity in the confidera- 

tion 
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tion of our own charadlers ; impartiality in 
the examination of our lives ; a devotion of 
heart, kindled by the contemplation of un- 
erring wifdom, undeviating goodneis, and 
unlimited mercy, eipecially as thefc are dif- 
covered in our Lord JeTus Chrift ; humility 
of mind, and contrition of heart, fo unavoid- 
able when we are reviewing our own faults, 
and adoring the all-perfe<ft God. The exa£t 
portion of time that (hould be devoted to re- 
ligious retirement and refleftion, or how ' 
often the feafons for thefe exercifes ought to 
recur, cannot be precifeiy determined, as the 
circumftances of mankind differ fo widely. 
But furely there is no occupation of life 
which does not admit of fome intervals : 
and fhall Chriftians be lefs zealous about the 
interefts of virtue and religion, than the phi- 
lofopher who enjoined his followers every 
night, before fleep fealed their eyes, to call 
themfelves to an account for the aftions of 
the paft day ? Befides this, by profeffing our 
belief in the oracles of God, we look upon 
one day in feven as particularly dedicated to 
religion. And by the views m^ny of you 
have, and your attendance here, you profels 
a degree of reverence for other feafons fet 
T 3 apart 
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apart for this purpofe. To the bufieft of us^ I 
will venture to fay, neither time nor oppor- 
tunities for retirement and refleftion arc 
wanting. To excite you to lay hold on thcfe, 
I now proceed to propofe fome arguments, 
which I (hall endeavour to lay before you in 
fuch a manner, that they may not only fervc 
as motives to engage compliance with the 
Pfalmift*s advice, but likewife, that they 
may convey, to the attentive hearer, fbmc 
farther inftruftions, as to the method in 
which we may moft advantageoufly fpend 
the hours of retirement. 

May God grant to you the hearing ear, and 
the underftanding heart ; and to the preacher, 
the power of perfuafion ! 

In the firft place, then, religious retire- 
m'ent and reflexion have a very direft ten- 
dency to reclaim and reftrain from vice, and 
to improve in virtue. Man is compounded 
of feveral diftinft powers and faculties, all 
neceffary for human life and happinefs, pro- 
vided there is that regular fubordination pre- 
ferved among them, which nature points 
out, and, without which, experience fhews, 
that neither the individual, nor fociety, can 
fubfift. It is evident from our very frame, 

that 
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that God has conferred an authority upon 
reafon and confcience. In the narrow em- 
pire of the human mind, thefe claim a right 
to fway the fceptre. But who knows not^ 
that man is apt to be mifled by the influence 
of his paffions, that are ready to aft as rebeU 
lious fubjefts againft the jufteft and the beflr 
of fbvereigns ? To break the bands of reafon^ 
and to obey the lawlefs diftates of irregulai: 
paffion, the tumult of life, the fuggeftions 
of the gay, and the example of the vicious, 
prove likq fp many evil Qounfellors, They 
are the movers of fedition : and their chief 
way of moving it is, not by offering argu- 
ments, but partly by hurrying us away with 
the ftream, and partly by raiiing fuch an up* 
roar around us, that the voice of reafon, 
which may be compared to the ftill, finall 
voice of God, which (poke to Elijah, is con- 
fidered as a whifper, from which we turn 
away our ear, as if we heard it not. If con- 
fcience offers its threatening admonitions, 
the mixing more deeply in the circle of th^ 
diffipated, the bufy, and worft of all, the 
debauched, proves an opiate for that time to 
lull it afleep. And thus the wretched man 
proceeds, till, like the haughty king, who,. 
T 4 having 
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having times without number, trampled 
upon the divine laws of his nature^ loft his 
underftanding, and was fufFered to partake of 
every grovelling and degrading pleafure. Is 
this declamation ? Alas ! it is fa6t. O 
thoughtlefs man, how often haft thou eager- 
ly engaged in a fecond diverfion to drive a- 
way the refledlion, the painful refle£Hon 
which the guilt contraded in a former occa- 
fion^d ! I fee the cup in the drunkard's hand^ 
and he greedily fwallows the poifon, in order 
to drown the remorle of his mind for laft 
night's intemperance. The unwary youth, 
once initiated into finful pleafure, unwilling 
now to hear the counfel of virtue, but un- 
able to reprefs it, feeks for the witneffes and 
advifers of his tranfgreflions ; and from the 
laugh of levity, and the madnefs of impiety, 
}ie believes wifdom overcome, and acquires 
new fpirits to rufh upon his ruin. This day 
you begin to take undue advantages of your 
neighbour : you begin without daring to re- 
folve that you will perfift. When you im- 
pofe upon your fecure brother, your tongue 
falters, and a fmaU degree of attention, (but 
honefty is always unfufpicious) would difcem 
the alterations in your countenance. But to 

become 



S £ k M O N XIV. 29^ 

become more expert, you herd with the more 
experienced in villainy, and never allow 
yourfclves a moment to refleft, till you be a 
proficient in that worft of trades, in which, 
at firft, you was a backward fcholar. Thus 
hurrying from vanity to vanity, and from 
vice to vice, the wicked multiply acquaint- 
ance, and attach companions in iniquity, 
ftrangers, utter ftrangers all the while, to 
what it behoves them moft to know, fttan- 
gers to themfelves. Ye fons of folly, fain 
would I introduce you to a new acquaintance, 
fein would I engage you to take pleafiire in a 
new kind of converfation. Cultivate an ac- 
quaintance with your own hearts, and I will 
change your name, and with reafon : liften 
to the improving language of your con- 
fciences. Though you fhould meet with 
rebukes, prefer them to the flattering voice 
of thofe foes to your improvement, peace and 
happine^^ which approach you under the in- 
finuating, but falfe appearance of pleafure. 
Fo;* in the religious retreat, with every paf- 
fion flilled, and every defire quieted, behold 
holy reafon feated on her throne, and exert-* 
ing her full powen Here you form juft 
judgments of your own condud, and of that 

o^ 
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of Others, of the proper and lawful purfuits 
of life, and the means of attaining lawful 
ends. When, removed from the eye of the 
world, we converfe with our own hearts, 
then every man is upon a level. The exter- 
nal marks of dignity are removed, power is 
fufpended, and riches make no difference. 
Thefe things, which are fo apt to intoxicate 
the human mind, being abfent, the iins 
which we committed in the hurry of life are 
remembered, confidered and lamented. Then 
is it that recolleftion executing the office of 
the prophet of old, can thus addrefs the man 
in the moft exalted ftation : O King^ let my 
counfel be acceptable to thee. Break off thy 
Jins by righteoufncjs^ and thy iniquity by Jhew^ 
ing mercy to the poor^ if fi be it may be a 
lengthening of thy tranquillity. Let but the 
unjuft judge review the fentence for which 
his injured brother complains of him ; and 
will not the remorfe this occafions prevent 
him from pronouncing a like one ? Ye who 
Ipend the night in revelling and drunkennels, 
whom the morning fun (which the children 
of temperance rife to behold with rapture, 
and which enables them to purfue the va- 
rious, honcft occupations of life) juft fhines 

upon 
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upon as you are finifhing your debauch ; tell 
me ferioufly, if you are not perfuaded, that 
you would curb your licentious appetites, and 
walk in the paths of fobriety, if you fet apart 
but ten minutes of every day for reflection, 
meditation and prayer ? Would ambition ra- 
vage the world, or engage men in projefts 
for pulling down ftates, ruining families, or 
reducing to mifery particular perfbns, if thofc 
who feel its impulfes would often calmly 
confider the vanity, uncertainty, and (hort 
duration of all temporal enjoyments ? If this 
were the cafe, would ambition be any other 
thing in the human bread, but an honeft de- 
fire of obtaining the means of promoting 
public, or private happinefs ? Would avarice 
hoard by every infamous method, if due 
fcope were given to meditation, in order to 
convince us of the worthleffnefs of thofe 
riches which often make themfelves wings ^ of 
the folly of purchafing the accommodations 
of a pilgrimage, at the rifque of lofmg an 
everlafting citizenfhip ? It is in retirement 
that objefts lofe the falfe glare with which 
paflion colours them, and that our own cha- 
radlers appear in a juft point of view. Man 
will, no doubt, be partial to himfelf. I allow 
that the vanity of individuals is great. I allow 

that 
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that the blindncfs of man, with regard to his 
own vices, is aftonifhing : but let any pcrfbn, 
confidering himfelf under the awful influence 
of God, and praying earncftly to him that he 
would open his eyes to make him difcem liis 
faults, but once ferioufly reflett upon his 
temper and practice, and I maintain that he 
will not remain fo vain, or fo blind, as he 
was before. Had David obeyed his own di- 
reftion before Nathan came to him, he had 
not heard fo apt an allegory without fparing 
the refblute but charitable application, 77}ou 
art the man. Whence proceeds it, but from 
want of ferious confideration, that if I were 
to alk your charafters at the moft candid of 
your neighbours, and mark down what they 
told me, that I fhould prefent you with a lift 
of feveral vices which you could readily ap- 
ply to fome of thofe with whom you converfe 
every day ; but before you dilcerned that they 
belonged to yourfelf, it would be neceffary 
direftly to inform you, ye are the men. The 
pharifee whom our Saviour defcribes in the 
parable, was a ftranger to his own proper 
charafter, becaufe, though he feemed to be 
religioufly employed^ yet he had not fufiicient 
impreflions of the holinefs of that Being in 

wbojc 
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^hofe Jight the Heavens are not pure ^ becaufe 
he turned his view to his good qualities, ra- 
ther than his faults ; and becaufe he eftimated 
his Worth, not from God*s law, but from a 
cJomparifbn with others. In one word, I 
really cannot difcern a vice in human nature 
which levity does not fofter : and I am not 
fenfible that there is any one vice which re* 
fleftion and confideration would not at firft 
tend to feftrain, and by degrees to cure, I 
laid likewife, that recolledion and religious 
retirement tended to improve us in every 
virtue. By proving remedies for vice, they 
effect this in a confiderable degree, but they 
have ftill a more direft tendency* 

Every one is fenfible, that rcfolutions to 
be virtuous have great influence to form a 
virtuous character. But reiblutions entered 
into in retirement, and upon reflexion, are 
thofe to which we moft fteadily adhere iii 
aftioh. In retirement we can beft colle<£t, 
^nd moft deliberately refolve to apply the 
maxims ^hich the knowledge of the world 
is c^culated to teach. Then occur all thofe 
teligious and moral confiderations which 
prove the fences and guardians of virtue. 
Confideration difcovers the many failings and 

errors 
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errors of which we have been guilty ; and 
thus it promotes charity towards others, the 
forgivenefs of injuries, at the fame time the 
ftrifteft circumipeftion over one's * * * » 

mntm^^^^^^ntiit^ commanding 
fituation he furveys the beauties which the 
cheerful fpring or fruitful autumn fpreads 
around him, feels the moft pleafing emotions 
difRife themfelves over his whole frame ? 
While walking along the founding fhore, 
does agreeable amazement fill the foul at be- 
holding thefe inanimated forms erefted by the 
Almighty's hand, the towering precipices, 
the vaft ocean, or the boundlefs canopy of 
Heaven ? If thefe things are fo ; and that 
they are, let experience atteft, how reafbn- 
able is it to believe that the religious mind, 
contemplating the everlafting Nature, before 
whom the fun is darknefs, the earth an atom, 
and who treadeth upon the ftars, fhould feel 
an expanfion of its powers inconceivably- 
great ? And in this fituation, will not he that 
dclighteth to dwell in the upright and pure, 
manifefi himfelf as he does not to the world? 
more efpecially, when the foul is enraptured 
with fiirveying the miraculous fcheme of re- 
demption. 
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ademption, admiring the infinite love of that 
Saviour, who, though rich^ yet became poor ; 
though high^ yet humbled himfelf\ and by a 
courfe of aftions moft grievous and painful, 
opened the gates of glory to his followers. 
When we view him fufFering, dying, rifing 
again ; when, as Eliflia beheld his mafter, 
we behold him taken up into the fuperior re- 
gions, and are ready to cry out, My Gody and 
my Father^ will he refufe that a double por- 
tion of his Spirit (l\ould reft upon us ? When 
piety prompts fuch expreffions as thefe. My 
foul thirjietb for God^ for the living God : As 
the hart panteth after the water brooks^ fo 
panteth my foul after thecy O God; is it not 
reafonable to think that prefent experience 
fhould confirm this truth ? "fhe eyes of the 
Lord are on the right e6us ; his ears are open to 
their cry. I do not deny, my brethren, that 
much has been advanced about this dodtrine 
of communion with God, with more zeal 
than knowledge. The manner in which the 
Spirit operates, we have the beft reafon to 
conclude, is often concealed from us, and 
inexplicable by us. But fpeaking the words of 
truth and fobernefs, it appears quite reafon- 
able to afcribe the greateft part of tkat peace, 

joy 
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joy and elevation, which the truly religious 
man feels in his retired and devout hours, to 
the fecret, though not le& immediate or 
powerful, operations of that Spirit. 

Having (hewn the ufefulnefs and the pica- 
fore of religious retiremeht ; if I were not 
convinced that with mankind often, where 
more generous and noble arguments fail^ 
pleas from neceflity engage to action, I fhould 
fcarcely urge, as an argument to comply 
with the advice in the text, the utlavoid- 
ablenefs of fufFering retirement often, of be- 
ing often obliged to reflcft by many of thofe 
accidents and afflictions, which are the lot o^ 
humanity. 

The fun of profperity has as yet (hone 
upon you. But think ye, will he never be 
overclouded, or will he never withdraw his 
beams, by which means levity will be ba* 
niihed from your foul ; and reflexion, from 
which you fled as from an enemy, be forced 
upon you ? Will that river on which you 
de(cend, and which terminates in the ocean 
of eternity, be always equally placid and 
ferene ? Are there no rapid (Ireams where 
you will find the greatefl difficulty to manage 
that iinali IkifF in which you arc conveyed ? 

Are 
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Are there no water-falls, many fathoms 
deep, where you will be in the utmoft dan- 
ger of being overwhelmed ? Will no violent 
gufts, defcending from between the hills, be 
ready to overfet you ? In that period of time, 
which is confomed in the voyage of human 
life, will there be no ftormy days, nor dark 
nights ? Will there be but three feafbns in 
the year, and thofe of the gentleft kind, 
fpring, fummer, and autumn ? Or will ne- 
ver winter appear, furrounded with all his 
ftorms ? Vain mortal ! Man that is born of a 
woman^ is of a few days : they are full tf 
trouble. Though you have as yet always at- 
tended the houfe of feafting and mirth, yet * 
you know not what forrow may remain be- 
hind. At the table of the former, I know 
reflection is feldom admitted as a gueft, and 
men who frequent their houfe, rarely cvcf 
retire ; or when they do, they are taken up 
with the pleafures, or the bufinefs of to- 
morrow» They never confider their hearts, 
their lives, or their tempers. Even in tht 
houfe of God, which they frequent for 
cuftom's fake, or perhaps to pfevent their 
being alone, their afTe^ons and their defires 
are fliU with the world, ruminating upon the 

U guilty 
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guilty pleafures that are pad, or looking for- 
ward to joys of the like nature. You have 
laid to yourielves then, perhaps, in the pride 
of your hearts. My houfejhall never be mfrved. 
But I will make fome (uppofitions, that are 
often verified in life, which may, perhaps, 
convince you of the neceflity of refle£ting in 
time. I will fuppofe that you yet retain the 
virtue of natural afFeSion, and that you have 
friends and children who are dear to you. 
God fees fit to fend the rod of affli£)ion, and 
to take them out of life. Attending upon 
their funeral, when every eye is ready to 
drop a tear, will you (Hll allow thoughtleff- 
nefs and inconfideration to poflefs your hearts ? 
Perhaps you may here be able to boaft of 
your fuperiority. But know, that by folly 
many have been brought to a tnorfel rf breads 
and by unforefeen accidents, this hath fbme* 
times been the fate of thofe in whom the 
wifdom of this world has been remarkable. 
If you are lent, dien, to the cheerleis hut of 
miferable poverty, dependent, perhaps, upon 
the charity of thofe whom you formerly de(^ 
pifed ; will your former compai)i<M)s now 
vifit you, to fill tip every vacant and lonely 
hoyr? Uponthc very (Ireet, they wottidpaft 

you 
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you without fceming to know you. Though 
in the days of your plenty, they fquandercd 
profufely with you at the debauch or enter* 
tainment, yet they will now treat you, ag 
reflexion, perhaps, will inform you, you 
treated the beggar who was fhivering at your 
door, while you was wallowing in plenty* 
Finally, 1 will fuppofe that thofe afBiilions 
which befid many, pain, difquiet, fickncfs, 
fliall befal you. And no matter whether you 
are rich or poor, for it will make very fmall 
difference. Can you then believe that the 
goblet, fparkling with wine or ftrong drink, 
is the banifher of care ? Will your vicious 
companions, fitting at your bed-fide, prevent 
a vifit from thefe fbrangers, thoughtfulnefe 
and recolleAion ? Then, indeed, in any of 
ihele or the like circumftances in which you 
may be, they will lay hold on you, and you 
can neither banifh them, nor fly from them. 
They might have come to your aid and fup- 
port, like guardian angels : but now they 
come like an armed force to bind you, and 
deliver you up to the tormentors. There- 
fore, my brethren, confider the fituation in 
which you are, the misfortunes to which 
you are liable, which will oblige you to think 
U 2 and 
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and refle<a, e\'cn in fpitc of yourfclves : be 
pcrfiiadcd now to accnflom yourfelvcs to 
thcfe, that you may meet recollcdion and 
retirement, when they ai'c neceflar>\ ivith 
peace and fatisfadlion. As you would wifli 
to abftain from vice, to improve in v-irtuc, 
to enjoy the pleafures of devotion, net to 
render (icknefs, or poverty, or death intoler- 
able, comply now with the advice of the 
P{almift, Cofitmune ivitb your own hearts upon 
your bedj and be JiilL Believe me, my bre- 
thren, by following this advice, you will live 
the more harmonioufly in the fame ibcietj 
and neighbourhood : you. will love one ano- 
ther the better, be more willing to overlook 
each others frailties and faults. You will be 
the more faithful minifters, the more dili- 
gent teachers, the more upright merchants, 
the more honeft artificers, the more affec- 
tionate parents, the more dutiful children. 
In a word, you will be the more perfeft in 
all the relations and circumftances of life in 
which you may be placed^ 
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Luke viL 56 — 48. 

jind one of thk pharifees dejired htm that he 
would eat with him. And he went into the 
pharifee^s houfe^ and fat down to meat. And 
behold^ a woman in the city^ which was a 
fnnery when /he knew that Jefus fat at 
meat in the pharifee^s houfe^ brought an 
cdabajler box of ointment^ and Jiood at his 
feet behind him weepings and began to wajfi 
his feet with tears ^ and did wipe them with 
the hairs of her head^ and kijfed his feet ^ and 
anointed them with the ointment. Now 
when thepharifee which had bidden him^faw 
ity he fpake within himfef^ f^y^^g^ ^^-f 
man^ if he were a prophet^ would have 
known whoj and what manner of woman 
this is that toucheth him : for/he is afn^ 
ncr. And Jefus anfwering^ faid unto him^ 
Simon ^ I have fomewhat to fay unto thee. 
And befayeth^ Majier^ fay on. There was 
a certain creditor j which had two debtors : 
U 3 the 
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the Ofu owed fve hundred pence^ amd the 
other fifty. And when they bad nothing to 
f^9 he f^^ly f^g^"^ tt>em both, lell 
tney therefore J which of them will love him 
tnoft ? Simon anfwered and faid^ ^f^PP^f^ 
that he to whom he forgave mofi. And be 
faid unto him^ I'hou hafi rightly judged, 
And he turned to the woman j and faid unto 
Simofty Seefl thou this woman? I entered 
into thine boufe^ thou gavefi me no water for 
my feet : but Jke hath wa/hed my feet with 
tears ^ and wiped them with the hairs of her 
head. Thou garcefl pu no kifs : but this 
woman J fince the time I came in^ hath not 
ceafed to kifs my feet. Mine head with oil 
thou didfi not anoint : but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore 
I fay unto thee^ her fins y which are many^ 
are forgiven j for Jbe loved much : but to 
whom little isforgiven^ the fame loveth little^ 
And he faid unto her^ Thy fins are forgiven^ 



f ROM many principles of the human conr 
ftitution, it might cafily be fliewn^ that there 
is no method of iriftniftion fo pleafing and 
powerful, as that which is derived from a 
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juft delineation of charaAers^ and an affect- 
ing reprcfentation of fafts. Thefe take a 
ready and faft hold of the memory, and the 
conclufions to be drawn from them, being 
iunilar to what prudence teaches every man 
to draw in the ordinary conduft of life, are 
eafily apprehended, and leave a lading im- 
preilion. The fentiment which has obtained 
iiich univerfal approbation, I am a man^ and 
J think nothing belonging to man foreign to mcy 
is deeply engraved upon every heart : and 
while the ibundeft abftrad reafoning, or moft 
wholefbme general rules are difregarded, vir- 
tue fcarce ever fails to infmuate itfelf, and to 
gain ground where it is recommended by 
thofe examples which difcover the natural 
and amiable feelings of the heart. They at- 
traft our love. They operate on our fym- 
pathy. They convince us, that what was 
once pra^ifed, is ftill praftic^ble : and thus, 
while they attach, they, as it were, tranf- 
form the foul. On the other hand, the de- 
formity of vice is beft reprefented in a living 
objeft* It becomes jnore odious by being 
contrafted wjth virtue. Its pernicious efFedls 
are moft obvioufly difplayed ; and the fenti- 
mcjits pf approbation and abhorrence are mu» 
U 4 tually 
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tually heightened by oppofition. We can 
(carcely turn to any difcouiic of our Sa^ 
viour's, which does not fene to illuftrate 
thefc obfervations. 

The padage I have now read reprefents to 
us, in the charafter of the pharifee, a proud, 
haughty and rigid temper, and dilcovers to 
us the dangerous nature of thofe\-ices, which 
may lurk in the bread of a man, and influ- 
ence his condud, who is at the fame time 
ignorant of them. The (incere marks of 
fbrrow and attachment exhibited by the 
humble penitent, work upon our compaflion, 
and intereft us for her recover)^ The hu- 
mane and generous condu£t of the great In- 
ftruftor of mankind, fbothes and revives her 
dejeded fpirit ; and we partake of thefe 
plcafing emotions. The acceptance of her 
humility, repentance and love, difpels all 
thofe doubtful and folicitous thoughts, which 
the fling even of forfaken guilt would other- 
wife occaiion, and difFufes that facred fcrc- 
nity and joy over the human heart, which 
meet with the approbation of conlcience and 
of Heaven. Such fcntiments as thelc, I be- 
lieve, naturally prefent themfelves to a reli- 
gious mind, on reading this paflage. On 

account 



SERMON XV. 313 

account of its perfpicuity and plainnefs, it 
does not require a long commentary ; a few 
remarks, however, will not be improper. 

The pharifees were a fedt of the Jews, 
who pretended to a peculiar fanftity and vir- 
tue. They valued themfelves on a ftrid ob- 
fervance of the law, and an entire confor- 
mity to all its ceremonies. The merit they 
affumed to themfelves on this account, ex- 
preffed itfelf in a fupercilious haughtinefs of 
behaviour, and an avowed contempt of 
others. It is natural to imagine, as it, in 
faft, happened with the pharifees, that a re- 
ligion which confifted fo much in externals, 
(hould often be made a cloak to conceal the 
carnal purpofes of the heart. One of this 
iedl, whom we may reafonably believe to 
have had as much candour and charity as 
moft of the order, invited our Saviour to his 
houfe ; and, agreeably to the ufual conde- 
fcenfion and courteoufnefs of his behaviour, 
he readily accepted the invitation. The ex- 
clufive privilege which the pharifees claimed 
of being accounted holy, had introduced a 
diftinftion that could not fail to be attended 
with very pernicious eiFeds. If a man was 
not admitted into their fed, if he did not 

conform 
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conform to every trivial obfervance, if be 
) filled ail office which happened with them to 

be unpopular, or difhonourable ; in one or 
all of thefe cafes, he was regarded as a finnen 
Thus men, who in the eftimation of the 
ftrifteft feft among them, went all under the 
fame denomination, being unreftraincd by 
any regard to charader, readily fell into 
thofe vices, an abftinence from which would 
, not have altered their general reputation. 
Uninfluenced by the hope of honeft praile, or 
the fear of defervcd reproach, it was no won- 
der if the real vices, which an injurious and 
political diftindion had chiefly occafioned, 
Sp and from which the pharifees could boaft 

they were free, feemed to juftify the appella- 
^ tion which they gave them. Pride and pre- 

judice had carried the antipathy againft them 
fo far, that to hold any communication with 
them, or to cat with them, was accounted a 
ftain ; and a good office performed to them 
JjJl was fcarce reckoned one of the duties of hu- 

17 manity. Our Saviour, whofe native virtue 

and unflained integrity rendered no mean 
compliance with the prejudices of the times 
neceflary, and the overflowings of whofe be- 
nevolence were, like the rays of the fun^ 

difR]fe4 
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difRifed to all, never avoided their company, 
notwithftanding the offence it gave, and the 
contempt and malice it produced : but by 
the apteft admonitions, and the moft merci* 
ful declarations, infufed info their minds, the 
obliterated principles of virtue ; and, by in* 
fpiring them with the hopes of the divine 
favour, recovered them from defpair and 
guilt, to penitence and reformation. 

It happened that, while our Saviour was at 
meat with the pharifee, a woman of the city, 
who belonged to the clafs we have been 
fpeaking of, and who had probably been no* 
torious for her vices, came into the houfe ; 
and having brought with her an alabafter 
box of ointment, while our Saviour reclined 
on the bed, ftood at his feet, and wept. 
The grief of her heart, and the fervour of 
her affeftion, made her tears flow in iiich 
abundance, that fhe wafhed his feet with 
thcip, She, moreover, wiped them with 
the hair of her head, and anointed them 
with the ointment. I will not enter into 
any curious inquiry who this penitent wo* 
man was, whether Mary the fifter of Laza<« 
rus, Mary Magdalen, or fome other; or 
ivhcther the hiftpry before us relates to the 

fwnq 
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fame event which is recorded by the other 
evangelifts, as happening immediately before 
our Saviour was betrayed. It is fufficieiit to 
(ay, that the firft is a point of mere curiolity, 
which it is neither ealy nor neceflary to de- 
termine ; and that the relation we are confi- 
dering, differs fo much from thofe of the 
other evangelifts referred to, both in order 
of time, and a variety of circumitances, that 
it appears extremely probable to mc, that 
they are not founded on the fame tranfadlion. 
It may be proper to make fome remarks upon 
the figns of penitence and attachment which 
are here delcribed. 

There are fome exprcflioiis of our paffions 
natural and univerfal. There are other in* 
dications of them, which may be ultimately 
founded in nature, but immediately derived 
from the particular manners and cuftoms that 
prevail in a country. Accidental circumftanccs 
too, in the former part of one's life, may give 
an additional and peculiar expreffion to Ibme 
tokens of forrow. Thus the effuiion of tears is 
the natural and univerfal indication of grief, 
the genuine expreiiion of a ibul melted with 
forrow and penitence. The waftiing the 
feet of a ftranger was an ancient mark of 

holpitality. 
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hdfpitality, as We may fee from Abraham's 
addrefs to the angels, whom he invited to 
come into his tent. The cuftom (pread over 
the eaft, and prevailed alfo among the an- 
cient Greeks. It had -been retained by the 
Jews, and might naturally come to be con- 
(idered as a token of regard, which is a fen- 
timent fo nearly allied to hofpitality. I might 
here, therefore, remark, that, when our 
Saviour wafhed his difciples feet, it was an 
inftance both of condefcenfion and regard, 
very fuitable to the manners of the country. 
A falutation, in almoft all ages and nations, 
has been confidered as a token of good-will 
and friendftiip. And this very circumftance 
adds an infamy to the treachery of Judas, 
and a feverity to our Savibur's queftion, J5^- 
trayejl thou the f on of man with a kifs ? 

The hair of her head, which this penitent 
had probably been fo careful to braid and at- 
tire, in order to fet off her beauty to the 
greateft advantage, to gratify her vanity, 
or feduce the unwary, now hangs loofe, 
unadorned and diflievelled. She ufes it to 
wipe the feet which her tears had bathed. 
The contraft of her former life and manners 
renders the negligence of her drefs, and the 

inftance 
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j inftance of her humility, more ftriking teftl- 

I monies of the fiiicerity of her forrow, and 

9 the purity of her purpofes. 

j Ointmenta and perfumes were ufed in 
thofe days by way of ornament and neatnefs, 

; and were often offered at entertainments to 

. J the guefts. The praftice of ufmg them gave 

occafion to our Saviour to exhort his difci- 

; pies, when they fafted, not to disfigure their 

I faces as the Pharifees did, but to walh them, 

V and anoint their head. What had formerly 
j ferved for the decoration of her perfbn, the 

V penitent now employs to anoint our Saviour's 
.5 feet. 

* The compaflionate Jefus faw and received 

.[ ^ thefc natural, genuine and ftriking tokens of 

"^ remorfe, repentance, and regard, with com- 

placence. But on this the difpofition of the 
pharifee immediately appears, Jor he /aid 
i within himfclfj If this inan were a prophet^ be 

1 would haroe known who^ and what manner of 

% woman this is ; forjloe is ajinner. The vices 

which this remark difcovers, I ihall have 
occafion to mention more particularly after- 
wards : at prefent I only explain the hiftory. 
Our Saviour, who judged not by the feeing 
of the eye, nor the hearing of the ear, but 

who 
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who dircerned the fecret fcntiments of the 
heart, that he might obviate the objeftion, 
which was evidently the refult of pride and 
felf-confidence, makes ufe of a fhort, but 
appofite ftory. T^bere was a certain creditor 
which had two debtors^ &c. * Simon, who, 
perhaps, did not know that the queftion had 
any relation to his own fuipicions, anfwers 
according to the natural and firft feelings of 
his heart. Simon anfwered and/aid^ ^f^PP^fi 
that he to whom he forgave moji^. In the 
44th, 45th, 46th, and 47th verfes, our Sa« 
viour applies the converfation to Simon and 
the penitent ; the whole is to be taken to- 
gether, and the meaning appears to me to bo 
this, that as the generofity of a creditor, in 
the judgment of the pharifee himfelf, is the 
more to be praifed the larger the debt he re- 
mits, fo the mercy of God is the more to be 
admired. In the pardon tmd acceptance of a 
notorious {inner : and as the gratitude of a 
debtor rifes the higher, and is on this ac- 
count more the objefl: of our approbation, 
the greater the fum that is remitted him, io 
the gratitude and love which the remiiCon 

of 
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of many fins kindle in a true penitent, arc Co 
ftrong and fervent, that the condefcending 
Father of goodnefs regards them with a par* 
ticular degree of approbation. 

The oppofition between the conduct of 
the pharifee and the woman fets both in the 
ftrongeft light. I would only add, to what 
I have already obferved, upon the circum- 
ftances that occur here, that the cuftoms of 
giving water to wafh the feet of their guefts, 
of falutation and prefenting them with oint- 
ments, which had formerly been marks of 
general refpeft and hofpitality, had, by the 
fpirit of party, and the mutual hatred of feds, 
been converted into tokens of more particu- 
lar fricndihip and connexion. The condudt 
of the pharifee to our Saviour at this time, 
which is tacitly blamed, renders this proba* 
ble. The fame alio appears from our Sa- 
viour's obfervation in his fermon on the 
mount. jInJ If ye falute your brethren only^ 
what do ye more than others ? Do not even the 
publicans the fame *= f 

After thefe obfervations, let us now at- 
tend to thofe refledlions which this paflage 

fuggefts 
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fuggefts to us. Let us, in the firft place, 
confider the charafter of the pharifee, whofe 
vices are not exprefsly mentioned, but are 
left to be coUefted from the general ftrain of 
the hiftory. There is no reafon to think 
that he was among the moft corrupt of that 
feft. We may fuppofe that he was no ftran- 
ger to thofe virtues which the pharifee 
claims in the xviiith chapter of Luke, and 
that he was unftained by thofe vices, from 
which he glories in being free. He might 
have thanked God that he was neither an 
extortioner^ nor unjuji^ nor an adulterer ; that 
he fajied twice In the week^ and gave tithes of 
all that he had. Fraud and oppreffion he had 
never countenanced ; and we may allo^v that 
the ordinary uprightnefs of his behaviour was 
irreproachable. Ye men of the world, would 
ye defire a better charafter, or wifh for a 
more blamelefs reputation ? Strangers to the 
lovely and alluring form of virtue, you 
miflake for it a lifelefs image, which only 
bears a refemblance in a few features. From 
the hiftory now before us, let us examine 
this charader more minutely, and point out 
its defeats. 

X Firft, 
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Firft, The unjuft fufpicion which the 
pharifee's heart fuggefted, at fceiiig ouivSa-» 
viour receive the kindnefs of the penitent^ 
without (hewing any marks of difpleafure, 
evidently difcovers a high degree of pride 
and felf-confidence. The whole hiftory alio 
ihews that he had no fenfe of his own impBT- 
feftion, nor the leaft apprehenfion of his own 
demerit. There is not a vice more unbe- 
coming human nature, coniidering its frailty 
and imperfection, than an overweening opi- 
nion of ourfelves ; as if we were exempted 
from follies and faults. When it is obferve4 
in the ordinary tranfaclions of life, it is a 
proof of great weaknefs. But in the con^ 
ccrns of virtue and religion, it plainly difcon 
vers that we have no juft and elevated fenti-» 
ments of the ftandard of virtue ; that wc 
think of the fupreme Being, the fburce and 
centre of all perfeftion, in a manner that is 
unworthy of his purity and holinefs ; and that 
the culture and improvement of our own 
hearts and temper are the leaft objeft of our 
attention. With refpeft to ov fellow-crea- 
tures, this temper has the worft efFeft. It 
gradually weakens and confines our virtue, 
and, at laft, almoft dcftroys the fentiments of 

humanity. 



SERMON XV. 323 

humanity, kindnefs, generofity and compaf- 
fion. If it fliould not happen entirely to cor- 
rupt and deprave the heart, it at leaft deadeiibS 
all the beft and moft amiable afFeftions of our 
nature, and prevents the exercife of every 
great and exalted virtue. Will the man who 
has indulged and cheriflied his pride, till it 
has become the prevailing and ruling paffiou 
of his heart, and blinded him to every frailty 
and fault in himfelf, be ready to forgive in- 
juries ? Will he return good for evil ? Will 
he be patient under afHidions ? Will he bear 
q)po{ition ? Will he fpare the wretch that 
has incurred his refentment, and lies at his 
mercy ? Will he ihed the foothing tear of 
pity, or fpeak the words of kindnefs to quiet 
the diftrefs of a troubled heart ? Will he 
bind up the wounds of his poor inferior, and 
pour wine and oil into them to heal them ? 
Ah, no ! Triumphing in the virtues, at 
whofe defeats the heaven-born foul would 
blufh ; and glorying in his being free from 
flagrant vices, he defpifes his fellow-fervant, 
and even approaches Heaven with an affured 
countenance, and fays to the humble and 
fearful, but devout worflvipper, Standby^ I 
<m bolter than thau. This pride and felf-con* 
X z fidence, 
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fidence, by which man is moft direftly allied 
with the fpirits who fell, is thus not only 
heinous in itfelf, but may properly be confi- 
dered as a fource of many other vices. Like 
a plentiful, but impure .fountain, it emits a 
variety of ftreams equally turbid and impure. 
Being the quality moft remarkable in the 
pharifaical character, the indignation which 
our mild and charitable Saviour exprefles 
againft this fefl:, may (hew its enormity. By 
afluming an appearance of a confcious fupe- 
riority, of a high regard for virtue, of a de- 
teftation of the abandoned, it fcreens itfclf 
from the cenfure of the world, and not rare- 
ly from the knowledge of the very man who 
is a prey to it. Thus being a foe equally 
powerful, fecret and pernicious, its attacks 
cannot be too cautioufly nor diligently guard-, 
ed againft. And the declarations in the gof- 
pel, that are fo frequently repeated againft 
this vice, are a moft awful and alarming 
warning to Chriftians to attend particularly 
to their characters, and not to reft (atisfied, 
as nien are but too apt to do, if their confci- 
ences reproach them with no pofitive guilt. 

adly, I have the longer infifted upon this 
vice, bccaufe I confider it as the fource from 

wlycl) 
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which others difcovered to us in this hiftory 
do flow ; and as they are capable o£ being 
diftinguiflied from it, let us particularly at- 
tend to them. It appears then, in thp fe- 
cond place, that he was either devoid of the 
virtue of humanity and compaffion, or that 
the vice, which has been already named, had 
fo overpowered him, that it prevented its 
exercifc. When the penitent came into the 
houfe, fhe difcovers the ftrongeft and moft 
evident {ymptoms of fbrrow and diftrefs.— 
This language, which is the language of na- 
ture, never fails to roufe, and to intereft the 
heart ; and to be ignorant of it, or inatten- 
tive to it, is the fureft fign of an unfeeling 
foul. Yet the forrowful appearance, the tears 
and the humble conduft of the penitent, fb 
far from attracting the attention, and excit- 
ing the pity of the pharifee, only afford oc- 
calion for a captious and ungenerous reflec- 
tion. Knowledge of the world, and the falfe 
appearances that are to be met with in it, 
may render a man cautious and difcerning : 
but if it fteels the heart againft every tender 
and compaflionate feeling for a real fufFerer, 
though almoft the moft worthlefs of men, let 
my foul remain in ignorance. The woman 
X 3 here 
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here defcribcd was, it is true, a (inner. But 
did the moft unfeigned and expreflive forrcm' 
cariy no plea for pity ? Rigid and unrelent- 
ing virtue, is this the leflbn thou teacheft 
thy votaries ? No. The virtuous heart is 
ever humane. At the fufferings of guilt it 
fbftens and melts ; but with the tears of ho- 
neft fbrrow and penitence it mingles its own, 
and with the moft attracting and endearing 
lympathy fooths their pains, and mitigates 
their anguifli. 

3dly, Another fault with which the pba- 
rifee is chargeable, is this : It appears that 
he muft have entertained very low and gro- 
velling notions of the divine purity and per- 
feftion. He harbours not the leaft fufpicion 
that his own worth is defective, or the leaft 
doubt that the divine favour may be with- 
held : he feems, on the contrary, to confi-* 
dcr it as his due. What muft this man think 
of that everlafting One in whofe Jight the 
Heavens are not clean^ and who charges bis 
angels ivith folly ? While he extravagantly 
exalts his own merit, how muft he have dc- 
bafed the Father of lights, whom the chc- 
nibims cannot behold without vailing their 
faces ? Could his divioity be really the pow- 
erful, 
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erful, the jealous, the merciful, the glorious 
God of Mofes and the prophets ? Or was he 
not rather the imperfeft, the weak, the par- 
tial being of his own imagination ? Think 
not, my brethren, that in this his under- 
ftanding was merely defeftivc. Juft opi- 
nions of the Deity fcarce ever fail, efpecially 
where revelation is vo\ichfafed, to arife in 
^ the mind that is difciplined by virtue, and 
governed by good afFeftions. The proud and 
the vicious, on the contrary, are fhut out by 
their own folly from the knowledge of God, 
and have no difcernment of the Moft High. 
^he Lord hateth a proud look^ but he giveth 
grace unto, the lowly ^. Thus an attention to 
the charafter of the pharifee fliews us, that 
he was ruled by pride, and a conifidence in 
his own merit ; vices moft unbecoming the 
nature and condition of man : that his heart 
was infenfible to the language of forrow, and 
eftranged from the feelings of humanity, and 
that his conceptions of the fupreme Being 
were altogether unlliitable and unworthy of 
his nature. 

X 4 Let 

f Pror, vi, x6y ry. lii. 34, 
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Let us now attend to a very different cha- \ 
rafter, I mfean that of the penitent woman. 
Her humility and penitence render her the 
objeft both of our regard and inftrudion. 
This woman, who had been a (inner, brought 
an alabafter box of ointment, and while our 
Saviour was at meat, ftood behind him weep- 
ing, and began to wafh his feet with her 
tears, and to wipe them with the hair of her 
head, and killed his feet, and anointed them 
with the ointment. Thefe indications of her 
love and attachment^ her humihty and pur- 
poles of amendment found fuch acceptance 
with our Saviour, that he faid unto her, lljy 
Jins are forgiven thee. 

Fain would man hope, even without re- 
velation, that the tears and cries of a return- 
ing (inner would bend the juftice of the di- 
vinity, and incline him to mercy. Fain 
would nature lead us to a(cribe a relenting 
temper to the Governor of the univer(e, like 
to that humanity, pity and compaflion, which 
we difcover in man. But the trembling 
pinion of rea(bn fails, when (he foars to fuch 
fublime heights : and the report (he brings is 
various, uncertain and confufed. After the 
longeft deliberation, the moft fenfible and 

mod 
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moft natural prayer which a man, fuipended 
between hope and fear, would ofFer to his 
Maker upon this fubjeft, would be fome fuch 
one as this : " O thou Sovereign of the uni- 
*' verfe, pour thy confolation into a heart 
*' that is racked with doubts and di{quiets, 
" and dares neither diftruft thy mercy, nor 
** rely on thy favour." It is revelation that 
properly defcribes the nature, and aflures us 
of the efficacy of true repentance. Thefe 
important and conlblatory doftrines are dis- 
played to us in the inftance we are now 
confidcring. 
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Matthew xxvi. 36-^44. 

^en cometb Jefus with them unto a place 
called Gethfemane^ and faith to bis Sfciples^ 
Jit ye here J while I go and pray yonder. And 
be took with him Peter j and the fxofans of 
Zebedeej and began to bt forrcrjtfuly and 
very heavy. I'hen faith he unto them^ Afy 
foul is exceeding forrowful^ even unto death : 
tarry ye here^ and watch with me. And be 
went a little further^ and fell on his face ^ 
and pray edy faying^ O, my Fat her ^ if it be 
poj/iblej let this cup pafs from me : never the^ 
lefs^ not as I willy but as thou wilt. And 
he cometh to the dfciples^ andfindeth them 
afleepy and faith unto Peter ^ JVhatj could 
ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and 
pray^ that ye e7iter not into temptation : the 
fpintj indeed^ is willing^ but the fefb is 
weak. ' He went away again the fecond 
time^ and prayed^ faying^ 0, my Father j 

if 
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If this cup may not pafs away from me^ ex* 
I cept I drink it^ thy will be done. And he 
came and found them afleep again : for their 
eyes were heavy. And he left them^ and 
went away again^ and prayed the third time^ 
faying the fame words. 

Though it be univerfally acknowledged^ 
that the example of Chrift is intended for the 
imitation of Chriftians, yet we feldom take 
fufficient pains to delineate the feveral vir- 
tues of his life, and to imprefs our own 
hearts with a fenfe of their dignity and im- 
portance. The folcmn inftitutions of reli- 
gion, however, have a direft tendency to 
bring thefe objefts to our view ; and the in- 
fifting on them, when we meet for public 
worlhip, muft probably have the advantage 
of falling in with the natural current of our 
feejirtgs and fentiments. 

The knowledge of the charafters of thofe 
perfbns whom hiftory reprefents to us, is 
chiefly derived from obferving the manner in 
which they a^ed in the capital and moft in- 
terefting fcenes of life. In thefe the leading 
qualities of tho ttund concentre, and exert 

themfelves ; 
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themfelves ; and thev are marked (b difHnfkly^ 
and reprcfentcd, as it were, fo luminoullT, 
that we can afcertain them with precilion. 
But of all the circumflances in which man 
can be placed, that of calamity and afBidion 
proves moft direflly the vigour and the 
difpolltions of his mind ; and fuch as thb 
iituation difcovers him to be, fuch he genc- 
rallv is. 

The paflage of icripture which I have now 
read, reprcfents our Saviour overwhelmed 
with fuch a load of forrow and fuffering, and 
overpowered with fuch a variety of melan- 
choly profpefts, that, fuppoHug the truth of 
his hidory, even his enemies cannot fail to 
believe, that upon this occafion, the natural 
and the genuine feelings of his mind muft 
have broke forth, and that now, when all 
art muft have been difconcerted, he truly 
appeared what he actually was. Every word, 
therefore, which he fpeaks, and every emo- 
tion he difcovers, ftrongly indicates the na- 
ture of his charafter, and, as it were, fcts 
the fcal to it. The former tranfaflions of his 
life muft be tried by this touchftone ; and in 
every inftance wherein they correfpond to what 
he (poke and adcd in thele critical moments, 

wc 
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we muft confider them as the exhibitions of 
an uniform and confiftent charadter. But, 
before we enter on this view of our fubjeft, 
let us attend to the preceding part of the 
Evangelift's narration, and to the fafts that 
are here reprefented to u§.* 

As the time of our Saviour's fufFering 
drew pear, he gave more dire<St intimations 
of it to his followers, and pointed out the 
very perfbn who was to betray him into the 
hands of fmners. After the inftitution of 
his fupper, he had departed with his difciples 
to the Mount of Olives, where he again de- 
clares to them his own impending fufFerings, 
the general confternation in which they 
{hpuld be involved, and their defertion that 
was to enfue. After this, our text informs 
us, that he went to Gethfeniane ; and his 
particular attachment and afFe<Stion engaging 
him to make choice of fbme of the difciples 
for companions in that mournful hour which 
was to follow, he accordingly felefted Peter, 
and James, and John, and retired with them 
to a fmall diftance. To them he opened the 
calamitous and diftrefTed ftate of his mind, 
in that plain and unaHeAed language which 
}$ fp natural to ^iflrcfs. Myjonly fays he, is 

^xceedin^ 
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exceeding forrowfuly evtn unto death. And 
while he knew that it was appointed for him 
to tread tlje wine-prefs alone y and that of the 
people there Jhould be none with him *, yet the 
infirmity of nature fo far operated as to make 
him hope for fome affiftance from the pre- 
lence and fympathy of his friends. He, 
therefore, intreats them to tarry, and to 
watch with him. Then he went a little 
farther, and in the bitternefs of his foul, he 
fell on his face, and implored his Fafher^s 
aid, in thefe words, equally expreflive of his 
piety and his refignation, his fufFerings and 
his fortitude : Father ^ if it be pojftbky let this 
cup pafsfrom me ; neverthelefs^ not as I will^ 
but as thou wilt. Upon returning to his dif- 
ciples, he finds them afleep ; and a,ddrefling 
himfelf to Peter, who, but a little before, 
had fo confidently promifed upon the fidelity 
and fteadinefs of his fervice, JVhat^ fays he, 
could not ye watch with me one hour? At the 
fame time he gives a gracious admonition 
againft any future defeftion, and points out 
the means of avoiding it. Watch andpray^ 
that ye enter not into temptation x and with the 
lame mildnefs and benignity which ever 
(liftinguiihed his charader, he goounendsi 

their 
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their afFe£lion, and palliates their error ; T^/j^ 
fpirk indeed is willing^ but the Jlejh is weak. 
In the utmoft agony of mind, which forced 
the fweat through every pore, like great drops 
of blood, as Luke informs us, he reiterates 
the fame fervent and refigned prayer, and 
again finding the difciples afleep, he retires 
the third time, and prays to his Father, 
ufmg the fame words. 

From what caufes this forrow proceeded, 
which our Redeemer felt, is not precifely 
faid. But the whole hiftory (hews us, that 
it was extreme and overwhelming. It cer- 
tainly confifted chiefly in thofe views \vhich 
arife from a dark and deprefled ftate of mind, 
and which the foul that feels, knows to be 
jnore poignant than all the tortures that can 
J be inflided on the body. The future cala- 
jmties of a city whofe overthrow he fre- 
quently laments in fuch pathetic terms, the 
wretched ftate of a perifliing world, the iu- 
confiderable efFeds his divine inftrudlions had 
hitherto produced, the falfenefs of ^ pretend- 
ed friend, the infirmity of a few feleft dif- 
ciples J all, perhaps, wrought upon his com- 
paffionatc heart, and filled him with inex- 
preflSWif WgvUhi Tbe forefight of iuflxjr- 

ings 
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ings which humanity (hrinks from, of' pangs 
which an imagination full of fenfibility 
clothes with more terror than the adual fuf- 
ferings inflift, was perhaps too powerful to 
be borne in that fituation in which thefc 
ideas prefented themfelves. Add to all thefe, 
the confcioufnefs that thole divine aids on 
which he had always depended, and which 
had been fo liberally communicated, were 
now, for a feafon, withdrawn; and that 
alone, and unfupported, he felt himielf left 
to ftruggle with all the bitter nefs of death ; 
I fay, let us attend to thefe things, and, per- 
haps, we may have fome conception of that 
difmal flate, in which our Saviour uttered 
this prayer; Father^ If it be poffible^ let this 
cup depart from me : neverthelefs^ not as I 
willy but as thou ivilt ; upon which, as Luke 
informs us, an interpofition of Providence 
became ncceflary, and an angel was fent 
from Heaven to flrengthen him. It is fuf- 
ficient to mention, for it would be fuperfluous 
to prove, that by the firfl expreflion. Father^ 
if it be pojfible^ is meant, not if the requefl I 
• now make is within the verge of Omnipo- 
tence, but if it is confiflent with the plan of 
the divine government, and the great de(ign 
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of my miflion into the world. That fevere 
depreffion of mind which he prefently felt, 
and the fufFerings he was fb foon to imdergo, 
are evidently what he meant by that cup, 
which he prays to be removed from him* 
The lot of human life, in general, may be 
figuratively expreffed by a cup; and the 
figure is fo frequent in fcripture, and fo ap- 
pofite indeed of itfelf, that it muft be readily 
apprehended. Thus the Pfalmift, to denote 
the felicity of his fituation, ufes the expref- 
iion. My cup runneth over^. And our Sa- 
viour, when he rebukes the fbns of Zebedee 
for their intemperate requeft, does it in thefc 
terms. Are ye able to drink of the cup which I 
jhall drink op^ That is, to partake of the 
fufferings which I muft endure. 

Having faid thus much in explication of 
the paflage now under confideration, I pro- 
ceed to my principal defign in this difcourfe, 
to wit, to confider thofe virtues in the cha- 
racter of Chrift which are here exhibited to 
\18, and to illuftrate them from the corref- 
ponding paifages of his life. That I may 
not engage in too wide a field, I flail con-- 

Y fine 

^ Walm xxiii. 5, « Matthew xic. aii. 
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fine myfelf to thexonfideratibn of thofc ferf-' 
tures of our Saviour's charafter which appear 
in this paflage in the moft confpicuous light ; 
I mean his pie^y, hrs refignation, and his 
fortitude : And of thefe I fhall difcourfe in 
the order I have now mentioned thcrtl.- 

I ft, The piety of our SavioUr^s heart is 
here difcovercd in the ftrongeft Kght. The 
immediate recourfe he has M prayer in this 
diftrefsful fituation, the huftible proftration 
he ufed, the fervour of his addnefs, tod the 
tenor of it, all confpire to fhew that he Was 
adhiated by the trueft fenfe of the divine per- 
feflions, and the veneration that is due to 
them. And, indeed, if we can be faid ta 
perceive the principal qualities of a perfbn's 
charafter, who gave a perfeft pattern of fc> 
rtiariy virtues, we may pronounce them to 
be, a perpetual impreflion of the divine per- 
fefiions and government, and a humane and 
generous feeling for the diftfeffes of mankind. 
The firft difcovers itfelf by all the expreflions 
of veneration and zeal which the different 
circumftances of his life gave occafion to, and 
in the frequent a6h of a rational and elevated 
devotion. All the anfwers which he gave at 
that time, when he was led up into the wil- 

demeis 
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dernefs to be tempted of the devil, are plain- 
ly charadleriftical of this difpofition. When 
the tempter defired a proof of his being the 
Son of God, by commanding the ftones to 
become bread, he replies : // is written^ man 
Jhall not live by bread alone ^ but by every word 
that prOceedeth out of the mouth ofGod^. Upon 
a fecond effort to feduce him, by a quotation 
from fcripture, he both fhews his own piety, 
and infinuates a reprehenfion of the malicious 
employment of this wicked fpirit. // is writ^ 
ten^ ^hou /halt not tempt the Lord thy God\ 
The laft anfwer he gives difcovers entirely 
the fame temper. T'hou Jhalt worfi>ip^ fayS' 
he, the Lord thy Gody and him only Jhalt thou, 
ferve ^ In his fermon on the mount, which 
contains the fum of Chriftian morals, there 
is this remarkable difference from every other 
lyftem, that the duty of piety is not only re- 
commended as an eflential branch of mora- 
lity, but that every other duty is infifled up- 
on as flowing from or dependent upon it ; 
and that in the performance of every one of 
them, we are called to confider ourfelves as 
creatures related to the fupreme Being, an- 
Y 2 fwerable 
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fwcrtblc to hirti for our conduft, and undef 
the ftrideft obligation to promote his glory* 
The divine prayer which he taught his di£- 
ciples, is a perfect model of devout expref- 
fion. It is impodibic to read it with atten-^ 
tion, without perceiving that it breathes the 
fentiments of a heart under this particular 
impreflion, that thehappinefs of human crea- 
tures arifes principally from the advancement 
and completion of the divine counfels. Whe/i 
his diiciples had taken ibme offence at feeing 
him converfe with the Samaritan woman ; 
from a fmall incident which foon followed^ 
he lays hold of an opportunity both of rei- 
fying their miflakes, and of informing them 
of the great obje£t he had in view. When 
thty forayed 6im, %ing, Mafter^ eat ; I have 
fneat^ fays he, to eat that ye knwu not of. For 
my meat is to do the will ff him that fent me^ 
and to finifh his work k. As by the appoint- 
ment of Providence, food is necefTary for in- 
vigorating dur bodies, and for enabling us to 
perform the duties of ordinary life ; {o the 
exertions of piety, and the fpreading its in- 
tcrefls, feemed efiential aot only to the fe- 

licitv* 
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licity, but alfo to the exiftence of the Son of 
God. 

There is another very zffeQm^ paffagc in 
the life of Chrift, which evinces in a ftriking 
manner the reality, the extent and the force 
of this principle of piety. While he was 
talking to the people, his mother and his 
brethren ftood without, defiring to fpeak with 
him. Being informed of this, he anfwcred, 
and faid to him that told him, fFho is my 
mother J and who are my brethren ? And he 
Jlretched forth his hands to his difciples^ and 
/aid J Behold my mother and my brethren. For 
whofoever doth the will of my heavenly Father ^ 
the fame is my brother^ andjifer^ and mother^. 
And to the fame purpofe, when a certain 
woman, ftruck with the divinity of his dif- 
courfes, cried out, Blejfed is the womb that 
bare thee^ and the paps that gave thee fuck ; he 
anfwers, Tea^ rather blejfed are they that hear 
the wordofGod^ and dQ it K Even thofe re- 
lations which generally forip the cloftft union, 
gnd which, as a|^>r» from i?VQral incidents 
in our Saviour's, life, he was far from over- 
looking, were ftill inferior to the connexion 
Y 3 fQrmc^4 
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formed by the prevalence of virtuous and de- 
vout difpofitions. It is remarkable, too, that 
when any emotion of his heart is excited, it 
naturally mingles and affociates with that 
prevailing Ipirit of piety, which feems ftill 
to have been predominant. 

Upon one occafion, when he faw the muU 
titudes, we are told, he was moved with com^ 
faffion towards them^ becaufe they fainted^ and 
were fcattered abroad as/heep having no/hep^ 
herd. T'hen faith he to his SfcifleSy The bar^ 
ve/i truly is plenteous^ but the labourers are 
few. Pray ye^ therefore^ the Lord of the har^ 
vefy that he will fend forth labourers into his 
harvejl^. The alperity with which he re- 
bukes the fcribes and pharilees, appears to 
have proceeded from the fame principle. — 
They were not only guilty of grols iounora- 
lities, but they praftifed tjiem under the cloak 
of religion ; and it was this circumftancc, 
which a pious mind muft regard with indig- 
nation, that gave rife to all that feverity of 
cenfure, which exceeds the ufual bounds of 
his mildneis and moderation, 

I migh^ 

• -^ 
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I might confirm the fame truth, arid (hew 
the prevalence of the principle of piety in 
our Saviour's mind, from the ftrain of feve- 
ral of his parables, which are evidently in- 
tended to give men juft ideas of the divine 
nature and government, to inculcate the 
importance of thefe truths, and to point out 
the eftimation which the belief of them be- 
ftows on human charadlers. Our Saviour 
makes this application of the parable Ky( the 
loft fheep, and the loft piece of filver. It is 
equally obvious m that of the prodigal Ion : 
and it is plain, that the principal circum- 
ftance which rendered the prayer of the pub- 
lican more acceptable than that of the phar 
riiee, arofe from the juft conceptions he en- 
tertained of the purity and perfeftion oi the 
fupreme Being. 

I (hall now confider, as an illuftration of 
this fubjeft, fome of the particular afts of 
devotion which are recorded of our Saviour 
in the hiftory of the gofpel. It is to be re- 
membered, that there are but a few of our 
Saviour's (ayings and aftjons committed to 
writing : for if they fhould all be mentioned, 
as the apoftle John exprefles himfelf, Ifup^ 
^ofc that even the world itf elf could not contain 
Y 4 th 
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the books that jhould be writtenK But there 
is a fufficicnt number of fafts for determin- 
ing precifely his charafter ; and the a^ of 
devotion that are tranfmitted to us, fully 
prove the ipirit by which he was a£hiated<, 
The firft prayer recorded by the evangelift 
Matthew, is that which he offers up after 
having lamented the inattention and hard- 
heartednefs of thofe cities, in which he had 
performed fb many mighty works, / tbani 
theey O Father^ Lord of Heaven ami €artb^ 
becaufe thou hafl hid thefe things from the wife 
and prudent y and hajl revealed them unto babes. 
Evenfoy Father^ for fo it feemed good in thy 
Jight "*, Can words exprefs more ftr<mgly a 
deep impreffion of the divine government, 
and an acquiefcence accompanied with grati-* 
tude in all its determinations ? 

When our Saviour came to the tomb of 
Lazarus, we perceive, by the anfwer which 
he gave Martha, that the glory of God was 
the principal objeft of his confideration, from 
the miracle he was about to perform. Said 
I not to thee^ that if thou wouldft believe^ th^u 
fhwldjl fee the glory of God f And when the 

ftoH^: 
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ftotie was removed, he lift up his eyes, and 
laid, Father^ I thank thee^ that thou hajl heard 
jne^ and I know that thou heareji me always ; 
but for their fakes I f aid It ^ who fiandby^ that 
they may believe that thou haft fent me "• The 
exultation here exprcffed in the confcioufnefs 
of the divine favour is evident : and when 
we confider, that a particular event which, 
in itfelf, could to our Saviour be nothing ex- 
traordinary, but which was fo well adapted 
for impreffing the fpeftators with a belief of 
his divine miffion, the great mean of pro- 
moting the glory of God among mankind ; 
when we confider, I fay, that this event was 
the immediate objeft in view, we fliall rea- 
dily difcern the propriety of the latter part of 
this prayer. The longeft a6^ of devotion that 
the fcripture records of him, is that contain- 
ed in the feventcenth chapter of John's gof- 
pel. If there were no other, furely this 
would fully evince the warmth of his devo- 
tional feelings, his ardent zeal for his father's 
glory, and his fupreme veneration of his per- 
fe<Stions. The prayer contained in the paf^ 
Age which I have taken for the foundation 

of 
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of this difcourfe, was repeated no Icfs than 
three times ; and it is put up with that 
earneftnefs which touches the heart in fuch 
^ manner, as the Ipngeft comment upon it 
could not accomplifh. The line betwixt 
agonizing forrow and delpondency of mind, 
is precifely marked ; and the reiteration of 
the fame petition, though his father did not 
fee proper to grant his requeft, proves, be- 
yond contradidtion, that no difappointment 
poiild (hake the ftrength of that piety which 
had grown from bis earlieft years, and which 
all the adverfities of life had tended but to 
confirm. When we eonfider, in conjunftion 
with all thefe, the regular and ftated bene- 
diftions he ufed, when he was receiving the 
gifts of Providence, or communicating them 
to others ; the unwearied activity he employ -y 
ed in fixing in the minds of human crea-r 
tures, a fenfe of the importance of religious 
principles ; thofe frequent retirements from 
the world for purpofes of devotion, after one 
might have fuppofed that he was cxhauftcd 
by the public miniftrations of his office ; his 
{pending whole nights in prayer, and hi^ 
rifing often before day-break to the fame 
employment : when we eonfider, I fay, 9I) 

thefe. 
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thcfe, they will certainly afFord fuch proofs 
of the piety and the devotional fpirit of the 
Son of God, as muft tend ftrongly to afFefl: 
the heart. 

2dly : Let us attend to that relignation of 
mind which is exemplified in this paflage of 
holy writ, and marked in many other inci- 
dents of our Saviour's life. Refignation 
^rifes fo naturally from a {pirit of piety, and 
is fo infeparably connedled with it, that wp 
may view it as the offspring of this refpec- 
taWe parent; or, perhaps, we may rather 
cpnfider them as kindred virtues, mutually 
borrowing from, and lendiijg luftre to one 
anothef . Refignation fuppofes a ftate of life, 
in which there ?irQ various calamities and 
affliftioij? : and the greater mixture there is 
of thefe^ the greater fcope is given fpr the 
exercife of this virtue, which implies a calfn 
and cheerful fiibmifiion to the will of God, 
under the moft adverfe dilpenfations of his 
Providence. As our Saviour was a man of 
forrowsj and acquainted with grief ^ and was 
expofed to a fcene of fufFering, that can in 
no refpeft be paralleled, there was the am- 
pleft fcope for thp exertion of this virtue : 

and 
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an'^ accordingly, no feature of his charafter 
is more plain y or diftinftly difcovered. 

It is to be remarked, that virtue in gene- 
ral is by jio means oftentatious, and the 
more (incere and exalted the virtue is, the 
lefs it will afFeft to difplay itfelf to the beft 
advantage. The pedant is always in queft 
of an opportunity to (hine by a multiplicity 
of words without knowledge, while the man 
of real abilities never difgovcrs them in an 
improper manner. You all know that the 
(hallow ft ream murmurs along, while the 
motion of the deep river is unheard and un- 
obferved. A formal exhibition of any clafs 
of virtues in our Saviour*s life, though more 
obvious, muft have been lefs nutural, lefs 
ftriking, and lefs effeftual for ail the pur- 
pofcs of human reformation. We are in ge- 
neral, therefore, left to colleft them as they 
occurred in thofe various incidents which 
gave proper opportunities for exemplifying 
them. The firft proof of his refignation 
arifes from that filent and compofed man-? 
ner with which he bears the various ills of 
human life, equally remote from the infen- 
fibility of the Itoic, and the pride of the 
cynic. When he had fafted fo long, that 

the 
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the powers of nature muft have been great- 
ly deprefled, and was afterwards expofed to 
a fevere temptation, he utters no repining 
expreffion. It is incidentally and without 
the lead complaint, when juftice feemed to 
require it, that he paints fo ftrongly the 
poverty and diftrefs of his external circum- 
ftances. The foxes have holes^ and the birds 
of the air have nejls^ but t/je Son of man hath 
not where to lay his head. While he travels 
through Judea, working the will of his Fa- 
ther, we hear no complaint of the lultry fun 
by day, nor the unwholefome fogs by night, 
of the rough roads, or fteep mountains, the 
rapid rivers, or dangerous lakes. In the 
execution of his office, though it was plain 
he was not infenfible of thofe hardfhips 
he was called to undergo, yet we perceive 
no indication of peevifhnefs or difcontent. 
He ufes no unbecoming fliifts to avoid ad- 
verfity, nor any unworthy means to court 
profperity. On the other hand, he feems to 
Confider all attention to every human accom- 
modation beneath his notice, in as far as it 
would have taken up fb much of that pre- 
cious time which was folely devoted to the 
eternal interefts oi mankind. I appeal to 

thofe 
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thofe who know the world, whether thi^ 
/. general manner of life, joined to that per- 

I petual fenfe of divine things that was upon 

I his mind, does not prove a general refigna- 

tion of temper, with more force, and with 
i lefs fufpicion, than a thoufand declarations 

1 could have done. But the occurrences of our 

Saviour's life were (b various, and fome of 
them of fuch a particular nature, that in 
thefe the declarations of his refignation be- 
came perfedlly natural and unfufpicious, and 
the exemplification of it altogether proper 
and confpicuous. There cannot be a more 
appofite inftance to our prefent purpofe than 
that which is exhibited in the text. Under 
the deepeft agony of mind, and while he 
fufFers a fpecies of diftrefs which he had 
never before felt in fb great a degree, the 
powers of nature are ready to fail : he 
almoft recoils from the hour for which he 
had come into the world : he falls on his 
face, and prays that the cup might pafs from 
him : but though the conflift was terrible, 
and the profpeft overwhelming, he imme- 
diately adds, Nruertbe/e/sj not as I wiU^ 
but as thou «'///, if this cup mcy not pafs 
away except J drink itj thy will be done. 

My 
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My requeft is fefvent, bedaufe my fufFering 
is extrdmi ; but my lenfe of refignation is 
ftill more powerful than my averfiontopain. 
Can language exprefs what he felt, or de- 
fcribe the . fubmiffion of his foul? Let hu- 
manity here drop a tear, and the heart 
formed for the admiration of fufFering virtue 
revere his refignation. 

A very fliort time after, he exhibits ano- 
ther ftriking inftance of the fame tem- 
per. When the zeal of Peter induced him to 
draw his fword in his mafter's defence, and 
to fmite the fervant of the high-prieft ; he 
defires him to put his fword up again into 
its place, and in the ftrongeft terms expref- 
Ics his entire acquiefcence in the fufFerings 
deftined for him by the counfels of the Al- 
mighty. TChe cup^ fays he, that my Father 
has given tne to drinks Jhall I not drink it f 
The evangelift Matthew likewife records 
another faying of his upon this occafion, 
which equally proves the calm refignation 
of his foul. T*hinkeji thou that I cannot now 
pray to my Fat her ^ and he Jhall prefently give 
me more tha^f^ twelve legions of angels ? But 
then how /hall the fcriptures be Julflled^ that 

thus 
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thus it muji be""? The fame Ipirit is alia 
fhewn in that fevere reproof which our Sa- 
viour gave to Peter upon a former occafion* 
For when he/oretold his fufFerings, this dif- 
ciple faid to him. Be it far from thee^ Lordi 
this Jhall not be unto thee. But inflead of 
approving an anfwer that, in fome meafure, 
difcovered afFe<5lion, he turned to him, and 
faid. Get thee behind me^ Sat an ^ thou art an 
offence unto me^ for thou farcoureji not the 
things that be of Godj but thofe that be of 
men p. And to mention only one other par* 
ticular inftance which accompanied the laft 
fcene of his life : A little after, having borne 
with incredible patience the tortures of his 
body, and the anguifli of his mind, he ftill 
preferved the union betwixt foul and body ; 
and it was not till he perceived all the coun- 
fels of God accompliflied, that he cried out, 
// is finijhed^ and then bowed his head and 
refigned his foul into the hands of that God 
to whom he had commended it. 

3dly : Let us confider the fortitude which 
our Saviour always difcovered under the 
prefTure of the fevereft afiliftions. Fortitude 

is 

• Matth. xxvii. 53, J4; p Mattb. xvi. sa, 13, 



SERMON X^. 353 ^ 

is {o much allied to refignatioii, that though^ 
perhaps, we (bmetimes obferve the latter 
in people of a foft and tender caft, who can* 
not properly be faid to poflefs the former*; 
yet the triumph and perfeftion of refignation 
always fuppofes an unfliakcn fortitude and 
intrepidity of mind. Accordingly, all the 
illuftrations I have ufed upon the former to- 
pic of difcourfe, might with propriety be pro- 
duced as proofs of the fortitude of our Savi- 
our's mind. The coincidence of the fenti- 
ments of fortitude and refignation, with re- 
Ipeft to his charafter, appears the more un- 
queftionablc from this confideration, that he 
was able to have avoided the fufFerings he 
endured by an exertion of that intrinfic 
power which was permanent in him ; and 
that the fole caufe of his fufFering the 
greateft load of calamities which ever fell to 
the lot of one man, arofe from his own na- 
tive fuperiority of mind, and his unlimited 
fubmiffion to his father's will. Thus he 
tells us himfelf . No man taketh my life from 
tne; I have power to lay it down^ and I have 
ptrtver to take it again ^. And he who could 
Z have 
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have obtained more than twelve legions of 
angels from his father y was able to have 
ftnick dead with a word, that armed, law- 
Icfs multitude which came out of Jerufalcm 
to apprehend him. The endurance, there- 
fore, of calamities, proves a degree of forti- 
tude in our Saviour's mind, in fome meafure 
diflimilar, and in every refpeft fuperior to 
that which was ever exhibited by any other 
perfon : and from what has now been re- 
marked, it will appear how plain an example 
of this virtue is difcovered to us in the hif- 
tory now before us. Fortitude by no means 
implies an infenfibility to the evils which 
befal us: on the other hand,, wherever this 
infenfibility takes place, the exerciie of for- 
titude muft be entirely excluded. It is nQ 
lefsindifputable, that the greater (hare of fen- 
fibility we poflefs, the greater merit arifes 
from a conduft decent and proper under dif- 
trefs and afflidion. Now it appears to me^ 
that this paflage equally fliews the fenfibility 
of our Saviour's mind, the height of his 
diftrefs, and his refolution of enduring the 
utmoft extremity, rather than couutera£fc 
the ends, or diminilh the dignity of his obe- 
dience. 

IfliaU 
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I (hall but juft mention two or three other 
inftances, which fliew^ in a ftriking light, 
the virtue now under our confideration. 
Fortitude not only difcovers itfelf in the ac- 
tual bearing of affliftions, but in the general 
turn of our behaviour to thofe who poflefs 
power and fuperior influence, and in whofe 
hands are the means of inflicting punifliments, 
and taking vengeance for fuppofed injuries. 
In this view, the manner of our Saviour's be- 
haviour to the fcribes and pharifees, who 
were the moft powerful and popular leaders 
of their time, and whofe principal objeft 
was evidently the prefervation of their pow- 
er, ftrongly indicates this difpofition. In- 
ftead of (bliciting their favour by dired 
praifes, or even by dubious (ilence, there is 
no fet of men, againft whom he ufes the fe-. 
verity of cenfure with equal keemiefs. Every 
reader tolerably acquainted with the hiftory 
of the gofpel will perceive the juftice of this 
remark* I (hall only appeal to the twelfth 
and twenty-third phapters of JMatthew's gof- 
pel, and the correiponding places in the 
Of her ev^ngejills.; Jn the fame, light, we 
ipuft confider that fevere reply which our 
Saviour gives to the pharifees, when certain 
^%.% of 
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of them came to him, and (aid. Get tbee out 
and depart hence ^ Jor Hercd ^ill kill tbee. 
Inftead of a fbothing or an evafivc anfwcr 
which, coniidering the power and diipofi- 
tion of Herod, could not perhaps have been 
cenfured; Go ^r, fays he, and tell thai fox ^ 
behold I caft out devils to-day and to-morrmv^ 
and the third day I /hall be peffeBed\ 

But there is nothing can fet this ^-irtuc 
of our Saviour in a ftronger point of \Tew 
than his behaviour, when the multitude, 
led on by Judas, came out armed with 
(words and (^aves, and at a time of darknefe 
too, which, as it is moft fuited to the pur- 
poies of malice and cruelty, is al(b moft apt 
to rai(e timiditv, for thev had brought with 
them, as the evangelift John exprelsly men- 
tions, lanterns and torches. His conduct 
upon this occaiion is throughout (b noble 
and magnanimous, that I am (en(ible all 
words are unequal to my conceptions of its 
greatnefs. When Judas approached and 
faid, Hailmafier^ and kijfedhim^ he calmly 
replies. Friend^ wherefore art thorn come f It 
was no wonder that all the efirontery of 

goUt 
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guilt was fijenced by the fedate majefty and 
meekxieis of divine virtue. Accordingly we 
read of no anfwer made by his revolted dif- 
ciple, at that period, though, as his beloved 
difciple tells us, he knew all things thatjhould 
come upon hltn^ yet he fiepped forth to the mul- 
titude^ and/aid^ Whom feek ye f When they 
replied, Jefus of Nazareth ; He anfwers, / 
am he. Asfoon as he had faid^ I am he^ fays 
John, the multitude went backward and fell 
to the ground. The intrepidity of his reply 
appeared fb aftonifliing, that the hearts of 
the cruel andmercilefs were almoft changed; 
and had he been anxious to fave his life, no 
miracle would have been neceflary to have 
diverted their purpofe. Then he alks them 
again, Whom feek ye ? And when they iaid, 
Jefus of Nazareth J he anfwered, I have told 
you that I am he \ if therefore ^ ye feek me^ 
let thefe go their way *. The brave are ever 
merciful and compaffionate. And while 
Jefus himfelf meets fufFering with a daring 
and unfliaken mind, he difcovers the moft 
amiable attention to his followers, and that 
too in circumflances in which even a great 

Z3 mind 
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mina might have been properly cngrofled 
with its own concerns. It truly appears to 
me, that the mere fuperiority and intrepidity 
of our Saviour's conduft, would have natu- 
rally produced fuch an effeft upon the mul- 
titude, as to have fent them away without 
accomplilhing their purpofe, had it not been 
for the zealous interpofition of Peter, which 
gave them time to recover from their fur- 
prife, perhaps inflamed them anew, and be- 
ftowed fufficient courage to lead the unre- 
fifting Jefus away. This difcourfe would ad- 
mit of much praftical improvement, if I 
had time to enlarge upon it. But I (hall 
contraA what I have to fay into as narrow 
a compafs as poffible. 

In the firft place, my brethren, 'ivhat 
think yc ofChriJiP Do not the exalted vir- 
tues which he pradtifed, (hew that he is the 
Son of the living God? Behold tlic ad- 
mired wifh of the heathen fulfilled: vir- 
tue itfelf aflfuming a human (hape, and dwel- 
ling among men. This is the divinity fct 
up in our temples. To him bow your 
knees, and to him offer your hearts, 

adly : From this particular delineation of 
fome of the virtues which were (b con(pi- 

cuous 
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cuous in the life of Chrift, let us learn nof 
only a general admiration of thefe virtues, 
but let us afpire after the praftice of them 
in the fimilar inftances of life and conduft, 
in which the Providence of God may place 
us. The refpeft we pay to the qualities of 
the divine life, is by far of too general a na- 
ture. We too rarely defcend to particulars. 
Who is the man that profits moft by this 
difcourfe ? He who goes away, applauding a 
devout temper r Or he who forms the refb- 
lution of becoming more devout, and puts 
his refolutions into practice? The latter 
nlone is the profitable hearer. ^ 
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. John xix. 30. 

When Jefusj therefore^ bad received the vlne^ 
gar J bejaidj It is fnijhedi and be herji^ca 
bis bead^ and gave up tbe gboft. 

Among the infinitely various chara£ters 
of men, there are a few who are attentive 
to whatever feems to be lerious and impor* 
tant : there are many to whofe realbn we 
fpeak in vain, if we cannot intereft their 
hearts : there are fome of io foft a mould, 
that whatever has the leaft degree of tcn- 
derncfs mehs and afFe£ls them ; \\ hile others 
can fee and hear what is quite overpower- 
ing to fuch, and ftill remain unmoved. 
When we view men in a particular hght^ 
the variety of their charafters, propenfities, 
incHnations and capacities, is amazing. When 
we furvey them in a different point of view, 
their rcfemblance is as evident and ftriking. 
Their rcicmblance confifls in their original 

powers 
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powers and principles ; their difference arifes 
from fituation, education, improvement, and 
a great number both of known and latent 
caufes. From their variety it happens, that 
different objefts affedl different men ; from 
their refemblanceit happens that fome things 
affeft almoft all men, though in different 
degrees. 

The general propenfity of mankind to 
obferve and regard the lafl words even of 
thofe who have been no way remarkable in 
life, cannot fail to be acknowledged; but 
this propenfity particularly appears with re- 
gard to thofe who have afted a confpicuous 
part, or who are confidered by us as our 
friends and benefaftors. The lafl words of 
fuch imprefs the minds of mofl men in the 
ftrongeft manner, and there is fcarcely one 
on whom they do not produce fome effeft. 
The words themfelves, the occafion on which 
they are fpoken, the circumflances with 
which they are attended, the confequences 
which follow, naturally excite fuch a variety 
of emotions, that fuppofing a perfon to re- 
main untouched by fome of them, yet he 
feels the force of others. The verfe now 
read, which cootains the lafl words of our 

Saviour, 
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Saviour, affords a variety of refledions, which 
muft prove intercfting to every hearer. In 
treating of them I propofe, in the firft place, 
to confider the meaning and import of this 
expreflion, // is jinijhed^ which our Saviour 
ufed before he bowed his head, and gave up 
the ghoft. 2dly, I (hall confider the pecu- 
culiar light in which this expreflion, with the 
confequence which immediately followed, 
dilcovers our Saviour's charafter to us. 

In the firft place : By this expreliion, // 
// finijhed^ we may underftand our Saviour 
as declaring that the great plan of divine 
Providence, for which he was fent into the 
world, was accomphihed. 

Thofe who live in the world propose to 
themfelves various ends ; and we unavoid- 
ably confider thofe ends, as objecls either of 
praife, or of difapprobation. One aims at 
the gratification of his appetites, and the en- 
joyment of his pleafures. Another purlues 
riches, or makes ambition and the love of 
power, the guide of his life. We cannot 
view thefc men in the fame light with thole, 
who are fired with the love of virtue, of their 
country, of mankind. We term fome ends, 
mean and unworthy, unworthy of a ration<U 

creature 
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creature like man ; others laudable and be- 
coming ; and fome truly great and heroic. 
It is farther to be obferved, that we not only 
applaud the profecution of an end that Is 
good, but if it be profecuted with a peculiar 
degree of fteadinefs, the more juftly and 
highly it obtains our approbation. It can 
fcarcely be faid of the worft, that they never 
purfued a good end ; but how finifhed is that 
cKaradter, which never ftooped to any end 
that was mean and unworthy ! The eye of 
the generality of men is captivated by every 
glaring objeft. Objefts of this kind fome- 
times even attraft the heart, and divert the 
aim of the well-intentioned. We can eafily 
apply to human life the fable which repre- 
fents one as obftrufted in the profecution of 
a race, by meeting with golden apples which 
were induftrioufly thrown in the way. But 
amidft all the variety of poffible purfuits, it 
will be acknowledged, that none can be ac- 
counted fb truly great and heroic, or fb de- 
ferving of our utmoft fteadinefs, as promot- 
ing the glory of God, and fulfilling all the 
defigns of his Providence. That this was 
the end which our Saviour ever had in view, 
aiid that he purfued it with the moft un- 
wearied 
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wearied fteadineis and attentioD^ is evident 
to every one who reads the golpeL 

A little after hb entrance upcm his public 
0iinifb%% when his diici^es aiked him to take 
ibme nieat, to fjpport him under the fatigues 
which he had endured, he takes occafioo to 
inform them, that bis meal was io Jo fie 
tt:/i7 of bim tbat f:nt Linij and to faufb bis 
^L'ork ^ ; and to the fame purpofe he declares, 
in another place, / came d^Asmfrom Hecrjen^ 
not to do my crjcn iiillj but tbe rvill rf bim 
thai fent ine ^. Anxious to fulnl the great 
plan of Providence, he always diicovers that 
it was uppermofl in his thoughts. I mmfi 
work tbf nvori of bim tbat fent me^ ivbile it is 
day ; tbe nigbt came lb ivben no man can 'JDork \ 
In that long prayer which he offers up to his 
Father a little before his crucifixion, recol- 
leding what was already done, and conlcious 
of his fortitude to endure the lafl trial, he 
declares, / bme glorified tbee on eartb^ I bave 
finijhed tbe work wbicb tbou gaveji me to do ^. 
When the 2xal of one of his dilciples would 
have led him to oppofe the unjuil violence 
that was offered to his Mafler, he admo- 

niihes 
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niflies him not to refift the will of his Father. 
T'/je cup which my Father^ fays he, hath given 
me^ Jhall I not drink it^? If we attend to 
the actions of Jefus, we muft allow that 
they were calculated for promoting the ends 
of divine Providence, as far as we can con- 
ceive any courfe of Ufe to be {o. 

When we confider things in a very general 
view, it is true that every thing which hap- 
pens may be faid to conftitute a part of the 
plan of divine Providence. In this fenfe it 
is, that the wrath of nian praifeth God, and 
that he hath made all things for himfelf\ yea^ 
even the wicked for the day of eviL The na- 
tural courfe of things is nothing but certain 
difpofitions of his appointment ; and under 
the plan of his adminiftration is comprehend- 
ed both the condu£l of the virtuous, and the 
behaviour of the vicious. This we may call 
the natural plan of his Providence* 

But when we attend to the moral perfec* 
tions of the Almighty, the declarations he 
hath given in the conftitution of man, that 
he is the friend and patron of virtue and of 
virtuoub men, the evidences he affords of 

his 
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his defire to promote the kingdom of righte- 
oufneft among men, we recognize another 
plan of a more particular nature, in which 
he feems to be more immediately interefted. 
This we may call the moral plan of his Pro- 
vidence. It is in this latter ienfe that the 
words now under conlideration are to be un- 
derftood. The moft exalted piety, the nK>ft 
extenlive benevolence, the greateft humility, 
the utmoft meeknels, patience and refigna* 
tion ; Lo ! thefe, and every other virtue, 
flione forth with the greateft luftre through 
the whole of the charafter of Jefus. The 
uniform piety and purity of his condu£l give 
an irrefragable evidence to every declaration 
that he made ; and force us, if we will not 
believe himfelf, at leaft to beheve him for 
his works' fake. It is proper to be remarked, 
that the fcheme, or plan of Providence, and 
the view of accomplifhing it, were objects 
to the enlarged and comprehenfive mind of 
the Son of God, in a degree and manner 
different from that in which they can be fiip- 
pofcd to be objefts to the wifeft and moft en- 
lightened of his followers. The whole fcheme 
was at once in his eye ; the beginning, the 
progrefs, and the refult of it were ieniibly 

prefent 
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prefent to him. He difcerncd the connexions 
and dependencies, and that infinite feries of 
events which it comprehends* He faw the 
particular end, which every a£tion of his life, 
and every inftance of his fufFering promoted, 
as precifely as one (killed in works of human 
art can difcern the particular tendency and 
purpofe of every part of any piece of work- 
manfliip that is prefented to him. Ever in- 
tent upon fulfilling that part which was al- 
lotted to him, juft before he refigned his fpi- 
rit, he cried out, // is JiniJheJ. As it ap- 
pears, therefore, both from the condudl and 
declarations of our Saviour, that the promot- 
ing the glory of God, and the fulfdling the 
plan appointed by his Providence, was his 
conftant and invariable aim while he dwelt 
with mankind ; it i^ extremely reafonable to 
conclude, that by the laft words he uttered 
he intended to fignify to the world, that this 
plan was now accompliflied ; that the inten- 
tions of divine Providence, as far as they re- 
garded his miflion, his life, his futfcrings, 
his death, had their completion. Tlie gene- 
ral ftrain and tenor of the paflagc confirms. 
what has now been advanced^ ^Jter t^is^, 
Jefus knowing that all things were now ac- 

complijhedj 
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campa/keJj that the fcriptures might befulplleJ^ 
faith^ I thirft. Now there wms fet a 'cejfel 
full of vinegar^ and they filled a fpunge 
with vinegar^ and put it upon byjfop^ and 
put it to his mouth. HHjen Jefus^ therefore^ 
had received the vinegar^ hefaidj It is finijbedi 
and he bowed his head^ and gave up the gbo/i \ 
But though this is the moft general fenfc in 
which we arc to underdand thcfe words, and 
though we cannot affign any other that is 
not comprehended in the explication now 
given, yet they very rationally admit of a 
more particular and confined interpretation* 
Let us, therefore, confider the more parti- 
cular parts of this great and extenlive plan, 
which our Saviour might have had in view 
when heexprefled himlelf in this manner. 

I would oblerve, then, in the fecond place, 
that we may confider thefe words as a decla- 
ration from our Saviour, that his futFerings 
were now ended. As endued with the feel- 
ings of human nature, fuch a long and con* 
tinued courle of futterings, fuch an iminter^ 
rupted feries of the levereft afHi6lion, could 
not fail to atfecl his ipirit in the moft ienlible 
planner. And the confcioulheis that now 

the 
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the meafure of his forrows was full, joined 
to the forefight of his fpeedy deliverance from 
them, made him cry out in thefe memorable 
words, // is finijhed. Thofe confolations, 
which even the indulgent Father of mercy 
had, by an extraordinary difpenfation of Pro- 
vidence, withdrawn from his own blame- 
lefs Son, were now, in fome meafure, re- 
ftored. He commends his fpirit into his 
handsi He faw the concluding fcene of that 
wretchednefs to which he had voluntarily 
fubmitted, the bitter and the baleful cup of 
grief he had drained to the very dregs. Still 
his unfhaken foul, with aftonifhing patience, 
bore every (hock, and encountered every 
foe ; and not all the extremity of pain and 
ignominy engaged him to quit the body, 
till he had experienced the laft indignity 
which it, was decreed for him to endure. But 
v/hen he received the vinegar, he declared 
that all his Iprrows were now accompliflied, 
and by one voluntary effort he refigned that 
facred fpirit which had exhibited fuch mi- 
raculous inftances of every human and divine 
virtue. 

In the third place : We may confider thefe 
words as a declaration that the offences of 

A a men 
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men were now expiated, and that the juftice 
of God was fully fatisfied. This explication 
is perfeftly agreeable to what has been ad- 
vanced in the preceding part of this difcourfe ; 
and in this light they have commonly been 
eonfidered. 

There is nothing more plainly aflerted in 
fcripture, than that Chrift Jefus iufFered in 
our room and ftead, the jufifor the unjufl ; 
that he gave his life a ranfomfor many ; that 
we receive atonement by him. Men who 
have eonfidered the divine perfeGions in a 
particular view, have raifed many objections 
againft this doftrine : but I know of no me- 
thod by which we can become acquainted 
with the nature and attributes of the Su- 
preme Being, but by a ferious and humble 
attention to the works of God, to the ufiial 
method of adminiftration, as it is difcovered 
in the government of the world, and to the 
revelation which, in his mercy, he hath 
vouchfafed to difpenfe to mankind. If wc 
attend to the method of God's government 
of the world, we meet with many inftances 
where fome are involved in punifliment for 
the faults and crimes of others. The deli- 
verance from calamities that were deferved, 

and 
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knd ready to be executed, is often procured 
by th6 aid of others who bear a (hare of thefe 
calamities, though they had no hand in the 
guilt that occafioned them. Inftances of 
thefe, and fuch like difpenfations of Provi- 
dence, render the doftrines of the atone- 
ment and fatisfadion of Jefus, as they are 
revealed in fcripture, very credible to men 
tof an attentive and humble difpofition of 
mind. We can never, my brethren, think 
with tbo much reverence, and judge with 
too much caution up^n lubjefts of this na- 
ture ; and ttothing can be more abfurd than 
that a creature like man, inftead of attend- 
ing to fails and obfervations, in order to form 
his opinions, (hould rely upon the combina- 
tions of his own imagination, and adopt 
thefe as the dictates of reafon and of truth. 
1 have no intention of entering upon a full 
difcuffion of thefe fubjeds. To the obferva- 
tions now made, and the texts of fcripture 
already produced, I (hall only add the fol- 
lowing : 

The apoftles declare in their epiftles, tiat 

while we wereyetjinnersy Chrifi died/or us^^ 

A a 2 and 
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and that trr are reccnciUd /$ G^ by ibe deaib 
of bis Scn^i Cbrifi is tbe propitiation^ fmtfor 
ourjins ctnly, but for tbe Jins of tbc vsboU 
world\ Can it be exprcflcd more clearly 
that the great purpofe of the death of Cfarift 
was to ex[nate our ofiences, and to reconcile 
the Almighty to us his ofiending creatures r 
Whene\'er we attempt to ex[Jain things of 
this kind too particularly, we are in very 
great danger of running into error, bjr 
reckoning the obje^, the manner, tbe ends, 
and the means of the divine government, too 
much alike to thofe of human governments, 
though there certainly is an infinite di^rencc. 
By ailifHng the imagination to form diftin^ 
^conceptions of the counfels and defigns <^ 
Onmipotcnce, we are apt to confound the 
conceptions that are fuitable to the Supreme 
Being, with thofe which manmaybefuppoied 
to entertain in fimilar circumftances. Un- 
guarded expreflions have been uled, a^ if the 
Divinity could be capable of revenge, impla- 
cability, weaknefs ; all \\ hich are certainly far 
removed from him, and which it never was 
the delign of thole very men^ who ufed the 

expreflions^ 
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expreflions, to afcribe to him. But to all 
my ideas of goodnefs, of juftice, of mercy, it 
appears nowife contradidtory to fay, that in 
that great and extenfive fcheme of divine 
Providence which is carrying on in the 
world, and of which the wifeft of the fbns 
of men fees but a very fmall part, it became 
fit and neceflary, perhaps unavoidable, that 
an extraordinary degree of fufFering fhould 
befall an innocent perfbn, who, by his vo- 
luntary fubmiffion to it, fhould reftify a 
number of thofe difbrders which were intro- 
duced into the world, and by conciliating the 
Supreme Being fhould thus prevent its final 
deflruftion. 

As, therefore, my brethren, the expiation 
of fin, and the reconcihation of men to an 
offended God, were the principal parts of 
that plan which our Saviour was to execute 
upon earth; and as the afTurance of the 
completion of it could not fail to afford the 
highefl comfort and joy to his followers ; he, 
agreeably to the general benevolence of his 
nature, and the attention he ever paid to the 
great ends of his miffion, regardlefs of the 
pain and anguifh he endured, and folely in- 
tent upon what was great and becoming, 
A a 3 juft 
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juft before he refigned his foul, prodaimcd 
aloud, // isfinifhed. 

Having thus taken notice of the different 
explications of which thefe laft words of our 
Sa\'iour are capable, let us confider the pe« 
culiar light in which this difcovers his cha* 
rafter to us. 

What has been now faid, may ferve toi 
give us a view of thd death of Chrift ibmc^ 
what dif{erent from that in which it is com- 
monly confidered, but not lefs interefling. 
According to the general conftitution of thc^ 
human frame, and the connexion between 
the foul and the body, it is impoflible^ by any 
mere effort of our own, and without fbme 
violence, to feparate the one from the other. 
There is alfo a certain degree of pain and fuf- 
fering which unavoidably produces this diffo* 
lution, and which no inclination nor defire 
of the individual can prevent. Thefe arc 
eftablifhed laws, to which, in general, all 
the fbns of Adam mufl bow. But with re- 
fpect to our Saviour, it does not appear that 
they took place. He had that power over 
the connexion wliich fubfifted between his 
foul and his body, that at any period he could 
have diffolvcd it, without the intervention 

of 



SERMON XVII. 57^ 

of any ordinary means. On the other hand, 
he could have prevented any of the ordmary 
means which take away life from being ufed 
againft him ; or, when they were ufed, he 
could have been above their efficacy. The 
magnanimity then of our Saviour*s life and 
death appears in this, that as long as the pur- 
pofes of divine Providence required it, he 
endured the mofl excruciating and intoler- 
able pains, though it was in his power to 
quit that veil of humanity which fubjeded 
him to them ; and that as foon as the mo- 
ment was come, when the will of Heaven 
was fulfilled, he at once difTolved that con- 
nexion which, according to the counfels of 
that will, and on account of a mofl generous 
love for a perifliing world, he had fo long 
preferyed. Thus he Ipeaks always of laying 
down his own life ; and exprefsly fays,- No 
man taketh my life from me^ but I lay it dowriy 
and I have power to take it again ^^ 

The Jews fent out an firmed force againfl 

him, and afTaulted him as a common male- 

fador. He could have refcued himfelf by 

his own power, or called for legions of an* 

A a 4 ^els, 
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gck, who, at his command, would have 
immediately delivered him. But as a lamb 
is led to the jlaughter^ and as ajheep before 
her Jhearers is dumb^ fo opened he not his 
mouth^. Patiently did he bear every con- 
tumely, indignity, and torment, till the 
whole will of God, and all the defigns of his 
miraculous difpenfation were accomplished. 
Then, by a like voluntary a6t which had oc- 
cafioned his affumption of the human frame, 
he greatly refigned it. It has been juftly ob- 
ferved, that the words which we tranflate he 
gave up the ghojl^ would be more properly 
and literally tranflated, he rejigned^ or he dif- 
mijfed his fp'trit. And it is remarkable, that 
when the centurion heard him cry out with 
a loud voice before this happened, and ob- 
ferved that the force of his natural vigour 
was not abafed, he immediately concluded 
that there was fomething miraculous in the 
manner of his death. For, ((aith the evan- 
gelift Mark) when the centurion which Jlood 
over againjl him^ faw that he fo cried out ^ and 
gave up the ghoji^ he faid^ TCruly this man was 
the Son of God"". 

It 
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It is impoffible to difcover the conduft and 
charafterof Chrift in a more interefting point 
of view, than that in which this exhibits 
him to us. In how faint a light does the 
virtue of patriots and heroes, of all the juft, 
and good, and great appear, when contrafted 
with the virtue and magnanimity of Jefus ! 
By an election properly his own, he fub- 
mitted to mifery. Though fenfible of all its 
feverity, and able to avoid its ftroke, yet he 
never flirunk from the combat, or rejefted 
the bittereft draught that was prefented to 
him. The Jews went out againft him with 
fwords and ftaves, as againft a murderer : the 
apparatus of his death, and the circumftances 
which attended his execution, were difpirit- 
ing and (hocking ; fuch as would have dif- 
armed mere humanity of its fortitude. The 
extenfion of his body, the piercing of his 
hands and feet, the cruel and unrelenting 
malice of his enemies, doubtlefs produced a 
degree of pain that was excruciating. But 
with what meeknefs, compofure and refig- 
nation does he bear it, though we cannot 
doubt but he might have avoided it ! Could 
not he have quitted that manfion in which 
hi? fpotlefs foul was lodged, and would not 

Heaven 
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Heaven have immediately opened to received 
its preftine, immaculate inhabitant ? If he 
required it, would not the earth have heard 
the voice of its former Mafter, and fwallow- 
cd up his mercilefs tormentors ? The fage of 
ancient Greece would not violate the law of 
his countpi', nor defert the prifon where he 
was confined : a ftriking, but unequal repre- 
lentation of the magnanimity of our Saviour. 
He knew that the operation of poilbn would 
fbon terminate a life that had been devoted 
to the ler\'ice of his fellow-citizens; and, 
rather than tranfgrefs the laws, under whole 
influence he had acted fuch a dillinguiflied 
part, he fubmitted to death, and with true 
intrepidity met his fate. But our Saviour, 
unreftraincd by any law, unfubjecled to any 
neceflity, fuffered a thoufand pangs, and 
though defpifed and inflilted by a whole na-r 
tion, delcrtcd by his own difciples, deprived 
of everv' thing, to all human appearance, 
that can dilarm death of its terrors, yet ftill 
refuted to quit the prifbn in which his ce- 
leftial fpirit was lodged, *till the whole pur- 
pofes of Heaven were fulfilled. " Yes,'* lays 
a writer, whofe faith is not ftable, but whole 
heart is open to the fentiments of greatnefs, 

of 
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of worth, and of humanity, when he con- 
(idcrs merely the external circumftances 
which attended the death of the Athenian, 
and of our Saviour, " if the life and death of 
** Socrates are thofe of a fage, the life and 
" death, of Jefus are thofe of a God." 

*' No pcrfon," fays the ancient maxim, 
^' c^a be called great or happy before hi$ 
*' death.'* It is this which crowns the moft 
illiiftriou3 life, and fets the feal upon th^ 
faireft chara<Si:er. Eftimate our Saviour's 
charadiei: by this rule. To depart out of life 
with proteftations of injured innocence, gives 
no unfavourable impreflion ; but to fufFer the 
life and aftions to fpeak for themfelves, and 
to remain unfhaken under a load of infamy 
and injuftice, as confcious of fuperior dignity, 
affords fenfations far more pleafing and pow- 
erful. To forgive one's accufers, to pardon 
the mod undeferved ill-treatment, is truly 
great : but to return condefcenfion for ma- 
lice, to fliew the moft generous piety, and 
to pour forth the moft fervent prayers for 
one's bittereft foes, is a pitch of glory that is 
tranicendent. To be folicitous about one's 
future ftate, and to fvipport one's mind under 
Unjuft ijb^rings with the profpedl of after- 
felicity. 
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felicity, is becoming and manly : but to be 
folely intent at the hour of death, upon the 
execution of a plan undertaken to promote 
the welfare and happinefs of others, is truly 
divine. That the foul, upon the immediate 
profpeft of its leparation from the body, 
(hould hefitate and flutter, and leave its an- 
cient receptical with fome reluftance, is na- 
tural to humanity: but to difcover the pre- 
cife moment, when the purpofes of Heaven 
are accomplifhed, to make a voluntary re- 
(ignation of the foul to quit the body by a 
proper exertion of inherent power, are aftioni 
becoming a Deity. 
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Isaiah liii. 3. 

He is defpifed and rejedled of inen^ a man of 
farrows^ and acquainted with grief* 

Y OU all know that thefe words are a part 
of a moft remarkable and precife prediftion 
of the charafter of our Saviour, whofe death 
many among you defign to commemorate 
this day, by partaking of that facrament 
which he inftituted for that very purpofe. 

I need not tell you that you ought to be 
inflamed with the higheft love and grati- 
tude to your Mafter, and affeded with the 
deepeft forrow for your fins, on {o folemn an 
occafion. Not to raife in you thefe difpofi- 
tions, for I am perfuaded you feel them al- 
ready, but to cherifli, to improve, and to ex- 
alt them, I (hall at this time relate fome of 
the chief fufFcrings our Saviour endured,. 

which 
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which plainly point him. out as a man of 
forrowSy and acquainted with grief. And, O 
blefled Jefus, I humbly implore thy aflift- 
ance to enable me to fpeak oh this afFecling 
fubjeft with that ferVour which is becoming 
thy votary, and that divine energy which 
may touch the hearts of thy difciples. 

Before we introduce the fufFerings of our 
Saviour, let us juft take notice of the prime-* 
val, and fallen ftate of the human race. 

Man came out of the hands of his power- 
ful and beneficent Creator, an innocent and 
upright being, feeling no difquiets within, 
and expofed to no tempefts without ; enjoy- 
ing full means of immediately gratifying 
every defire, and entirely happy in the fenfi- 
ble friendfhip of the univerfal Parent of 
Heaven and earth. With the moft un- 
bounded fcope to fatisfy ever)' want, and li- 
berty to range in a paradife of delights, there 
was impofed but one fingle prohibition, as 
the mark of his dependence, and the teft of 
his obedience. This prohibition, however, 
man difregardcd, and defiring to be equal to 
God, fell below the true dignity of a man, 
loft the favour of his Maker, his inward 
peace and tranquillity, and introduced into 

the 
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the world fin, and difeafes, and pain, and 
death. The race, indeed, increafed; but 
ignorance, violence, oppreflion, and every 
kind of iniquity increafed with them ; and 
the calamities which were at firft confined to 
two, extended to millions, and involved the 
numberlefs pofterity of the apoftate pair.— 
To this deplorable condition, confifting in 
the lofs of innocence, the conlcioufnefs of 
guilt, the dread of mifery, and the train of 
tormenting thoughts, which muft accompany 
thefe, was man funk. 

A human eye might have pitied his fel- 
low mortals : but no human hand could have 
helped them. This taik was even tooardu* 
^ ous for any of thofe exalted orders of beings 
which continually furround the throne of 
God, and fing his praifes. But it was re- 
ferved for one who was fully able to execute 
it : and while angels faw and compaflionated 
fallen man, in the aflembly of Heaven, the 
Son of God declares his merciful intention 
of fubjefting himfelf to their ftate, in order 
to be the author of their falvation. His Fa- 
ther approves, and to preparing the way for 
his appearance, the miniftry of angels, and 
the Ichemes of man are made fubfervient. 

At 
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At length the appointed period for that 
wonderful event which prophets foretold, and 
for which martyrs bled, arrives. The eter- 
nal Son of God, t/jc bright fiefs of bis Father* s 
glory y ofid the exprefs image of bis perfon^ 
by whom the Heavens and the earth were 
made, condefcended to appear among man* 
kind. He put off the effulgence of divine 
glory, and was cloathed with the robe of 
humanity. Where fhall I look for this di- 
vine perfon ? Is he born in a palace ? Or 
does he make his appearance with the pomp 
and {plendour which the misjudging world 
reckon the companions of greatnefs ? Behold 
he comes, the Saviour comes : but it is in a 
mean and humble condition. He left the 
joys of Heaven, the bofom of his Father, 
that feat of ferene and unmixed happinefs, 
the veneration of angels, and for thee, O 
man, he enters into the ftate of wretched- 
nefs. A ftable is his birth-place, and a man- 
ger is his cradle. How extraordinary was 
this change ? From living with cherubs and 
with feraphs, yea, from being their fiiperior, 
he becomes an inhabitant of the fame man- 
fion, with the beafts of the field. O Jefus, 
in this humble condition, when tender and 

innocent 



SERMON XVIII, 385 

innocent upon the knees of thy mother, Ihc 
beheld thee with divine complacence, who 
could difcern the Son of the Almighty, and 
the Savidur of the world ? None but Heaven- 
direfted minds. And they difcern him. Lo, 
angels acknowledge thee, and at thy birth 
proclaim. Peace on earthy and good-will to 
men ». Some of the wife and worthy con- 
fefs thee as the fahation of the Lord^ the 
glory and the king of Ifrael J'. 

But this very confeffion becomes to Jefua 
a fource of forrow, and draws upon him the 
hatred and refentitient of a powerful tyrant* 
To efcape the fatal efFefts of thefe, it is ne- 
CelTary to convey him into a foreign land, and 
in thofe tender years which feldom raife 
envy, my Redeemer is forced into exile, and 
expofed to all the hardfliips that attend it. 
He is again brought into his own country^ 
lives in fubjeftion to his parents, enduring 
hard labour, and all the inconveniencies of a 
mean condition. 

But now the fcene opens. He prepares 
to execute the work for which he appeared 
among men. The world confiders him as 

B b nothing 
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nothing elfe than the carpenter's Ton : buf 
his fore-runner, that powerful preacher of^ 
righteoufnefs, declares his dignity. Yea, the 
declaration of Heaven itfelf is given in hia 
favour. That awful voice, which the dead 
(hall hear and obey, the voice of the Al- 
mighty, pronounces him his heltyued Son in 
whom he is well pleafed. Could he have 
been ufhered into the world in a way more 
ready to conciliate the love and approbation 
of mankind, to make the good to revere him, 
and the wicked to dread him ? Thus one 
would judge. But attend to the hiftory. 

The apoftate angel, the king of darknefs^ 
the patron and head of the wicked, always 
watchful againft the firft appearance of any 
thing that is good, and ever defirous te fc- 
duce from righteoufnefs, has power allowed 
him to tempt him. He ufes his moft pre- 
vailing arts. But neither hunger the mod* 
extreme, nor the offer of earthly power and 
fplendour, could draw him from the daicGt 
path of integrity. Secure on every fide, a 
fuit urged with a religious appearance could 
not deceive him. At lafl baffled, as when 
he fell from Heaven, he leaves tlie Son of 
God, and angels receive him. 

Our 
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bur Saviour now enters upon his public 
miniftry : and what aftonifliing fads arc 
we prefented with I Behold and wonder, the 
moft Angular prediftions of the prophets are 
fulfilled ! The eyes of the blmd are opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unftopped, the lame 
leap like the hart, the dumb fing for joy, 
land the inhabitant of the filent tomb is re- 
ftored to life. Surely thefe wonderful ads 
of love and kindnefs procured him fuch ap- 
probation, that he could want neither the 
neceffaries, nor the conveniencies of life.— 
Whofe door would not have been open for 
the reception of fo honourable a gueft ? Who 
that had two garments would not have be- 
ftowed one upon him ? Or who would not 
have fhared with him the very laft morlel ? 
JBut the cafe was far otherwife. I am co- 
vered with (hame, when I rcfleft upon the 
ingratitude and inhumanity of the Jews, and 
hear my Saviour thus Ipeaking of his own 
condition: TChe foxes have holes ^ the birds 
of the air have nejls^ but the Son of Man 
hath not where to lay his head"". The rains 
did not fooner defcend, the winds did not 
B b 2 fooner 
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(boner blow, and the tempefh did not (boner 
roar, than he, without aid, without (helter, 
felt all their force. Shrinkeft thou, O Chris- 
tian, at the relation of tho(e hard(hips ? Let 
thy tears flow in admiratiori of that patience 
and fortitude which never (hrunk from the 
feeling of them. 

But I come to tell you of (brrows which 
pierced thy Redeemer much deeper. Tho(e 
I am to mention, though to him un(peakably 
great, yet unlefs thy foul feel Something of 
that benevolence which aftuated him, will 
not, perhaps, ftrike thee much. Yet hear 
and con(ider them. I mean, then, the for- 
rows and grief which Jefus felt in being de- 
fpifed, rejeffedy hated by fuch numbers of 
his countrymen. O the diftorted eye of ma- 
lice, what will it not fee ? Does our Saviour 
keep company "w'lXhJinnerSy in order to re- 
form them ? Then is he called their Jriend. 
Does he wear no forbidding or auftere ap- 
pearance, but partake innocently and cheer- 
fully of the gifts of providence ? I'hrfi be is 
a glutton and a wine-bibber **. Does he per- 
form miraculous cures > in order to beftow 

health, 
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"health, in order to fpread happinefs and joy ; 
and does his defire to be the author of thefe 
prevent him from obferving rites that were 
merely ceremonial, inftitutions that were 
merely pofitive, and nev6r defigned to pre- 
clude fuch beneficent works ? Then is he 
.a difrefpefter of their laws, a contemner of 
their law-giver. Yea, do the devils obey 
his word, and leave thofe who were poflefled 
by them ? He efFefts this by a combination 
with their prince ; and works of piety, jus- 
tice, and charity, are the foundation on 
which the kingdom of Satan is reared ^. Do 
you fay, were imdeferved hatred and re- 
proaches, which many men have borne 
bravely, fo difficult to be fupported by Jefus, 
when he h^d the inward teftimony that there 
was no guile in hira, and when unfpotted 
innocence and integrity were his robe, and 
his diadem ? Miftake me not. The pain and 
forrow which Jefus felt, did not proceed 
from tlie reproaches which were thrown up- 
on him : but from this caufe they proceed- 
ed, from knowing the difpofitions which 
prevailed in thofe who reproached him. How 
B b 3 are 
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are we (hocked, and what pain do ive feel 
when we lee our fellow-creature in the laft 
flage of a loathfome diftemper ? But could 
mental difeafes, the difeafes of malice, <^ 
hatred, of envy, of obftinacy, be exhibited 
to our (enfes, how much greater anguiih 
would a generous mind feel for the miiera- 
ble fufFerer ? By looking forward and con- 
fidering the end, how would the anguifh be 
increafed ? Now to the penetrating eye of 
Jefus, thofe difeafes appeared in their black- 
eft deformity : and the unhappy wretches 
who were infefted with them he beheld ig^ 
norant and blind^ ready to fall into that 
miferable ftate, where is weeping and wail- 
ing^ and gnajhing of teeth j where their ivorm 
dieth not J and their fire Jhall not he quenched. 
Ye benevolent minds, figure to yourfelvcs, 
what the benevolent mind of Jefus endured, 
when to the inhabitants of Chorazin, Beth-^ 
faida, proud Capernaum, and Jerufalem it- 
felf, he, forefeeing the final day of retribu* 
tion, pronounced woes, the very thought of 
which muft chill the warmeft blood, and to 
avoid which, they will but in vain call upon 
the mouutains and hills to cover them for 
ever. Behold him, then, defpifed and re- 
jected 
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Jefted of men, and overwhelmed with grief, 
jiot on his own account, but on account of 
the very finners who defpifed him. O Je^ 
rufaleniy yerufalem^ how often would I have 
gathered thy children together^ even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings^ and 
ye would not I 

But the meaftire of his forrows is not yet 
fulL And before I could relate all that even 
man can declare, the ihades of night would 
cover the earth ; for from the cradle to the 
grave, his life was one uninterrupted fcene 
of thedeepeft affliftion. Let us only, then, 
in order to raife the higheft emotions of 
love and gratitude, view liim in the laft pe- 
riod of it. 

Attended by his favourite difciple, and 
Peter and James, he withdraws into the 
garden. In this folitude, removed from his 
enemies, can & innocent a mind fufFer dif- 
trefs ? But what an aftonifliing Ipedacle ! 
He is in an agony. He {weats drops of 
blood : and his own words, who never ut- 
tered a complaint but when the caufe was 
infupportable, are. My foul is exceeding for^ 
rowfulj even unto death \ He afks the aid 
Bb4 of 
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of his friends, and entreats them to watch 
with him till that hour of extremity (hould 
be over : but the wakeful eye of fHendfhip 
is fbon fealed at this time ; and alone, unfupr 
ported and unpitied, he endures the dreadful 
anguifh. The united force of the powers 
of darknefs, combined with the malice of 
all mankind, could not have filled him with 
flich anguifh. It is an invifible, but an in^ 
finitely powerful hand that afHicls him. The 
cup of his Father's wrath is now prefented 
to him ; and that vengeance which would 
have crufhed a guilty world, is now directed 
againfl this innocent and holy one. For the 
iniquities of man, from the eating of that 
fruit which introduced all our woe, till the 
confummation of the world, the punifhment 
was now inflicting upon him. I adore, Q 
adore with me that infinite love of Jcfus, 
that entire fubmiffion to the divine will 
which makes him fay. Though the potion 
be bitter, yet for man I can drink it ; not my 
'-juill^ O Father y but thine be done. Yet, all 
ye fons of calamity, ye children of affli<fiion, 
I appeal to you, if ever ye felt, or if there 
pycr was forrow, like unto that forrow 

whercwitl^ 
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wherewith the Lord in his fierce angjer af* 
fliiSled the Saviour of the world. 

This fcene is not over when his ungrrate* 

o 

ful difciple comes to betray him. Thy 
Mafter, Judas, thy loving Mafter, thou be-» 
trayeft with a kifs. This token of love that 
traitor makes the fignal for feizing upon his 
Lord. Unhappiell: of mortals ! In thy hear- 
ing, the pureft, the moft fublime and ele- 
vated doctrines were taught, the moft pathe- 
tic exhortations delivered, and the wifHom 
of divinity itfelf dilplayed : but all without 
effefl upon a heart which was harder than 
the rock. Yet know, that vengeance pur- 
fues iniquity : and deliver us, O juft Hea- 
ven, from ever feeling any degree of that 
remorfe which haflened the exit of this 
wretched man. The fpotlefs Son of God, 
now a lawlefs, armed multitude drag away, 
and pour on him all manner of indigni- 
ties. How meekly is he led along, though 
legions of angels would have appeared at his 
Avord to refcue him ? How tamely does he 
bear the reproaches which malice invents, 
and fpite utters? Harmlefs and innocent, 
like a lamb to the flaughter, is he led, and 
^is mouth is not opened againft his moft 

inveterate 
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invetrrate foes, ^he Jhepherd is mwfmitten^ 
and the Jheep are fcattered^. His. diiciples, 
whom he had treated as his moft familiar 
friends, who had been the compr.nions of 
many of his former woes, now jdefcrt him. 
In his fufferings he did not behold the alle- 
viating tear of fympathy fhed upon his ac- 
count. One difciple indeed, more zealous 
than the reft, who had greatly refolved ra- 
ther to die with his Mafter, than for{ake or 
deny him, mingles among the crowd. But 
how weak is human refolution ! In the very 
prefence of his Lord, thrice he denies him 
with oaths. Yet ftruck by his eye, which 
looks on me, on all, he repents, weeps bit-* 
terly ; and He, who never knew what it 
was to refufe pardon, forgives him^ 

In the mean time, to all the infults of a 
tumultuous rabble, to the derifion of the 
very loweft of the people is Jefus expofei 
They mock him ; they fmite him : they flrike 
him on the face. His vifage was more mar-^ 
red than any man^ and his form more than the 
Jons of men^. How was the priefthood dc-» 
graded on that day, when Caiaphas joined 

with 
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with the people in fuch^unjuft, fuch barbae 
rous treatment of the Lord of glory ? 

He is now hurried before Pilate's tribunal, 
Pilate fees no fault in him ;. but his enemies 
cry. Crucify him. Let never a judge deliver 
an innocent perfon to appeafe a multitude, 
or to preferve his own power. Let the laws 
ever be, as they ought to be, the guardians 
and avengers of the righteous caufe; and let 
their puniihment never fall but on the guilty 
head. How different was the cafe at this 
time ? That integrity and impartiality, 
which ought to be dearer to a judge than 
his life, is laid afide by Pilate. But his con- 
fcience fmites him: he calls for water '• 
Alas, Pilate ! Water could not cleanfe from 
the ftain which this heinous crime infixed. 
The multitude, whofe rage had pufhed them 
not only to devote themfelves, but as far as 
they could, their children to deflruftion, 
having now the fanftion of the high-pricfl:, 
and the licence of the governor, drag my 
Saviour, and my King, to execution. 

Thofe hands which had wrought fo many 
piiraculous cures, are bound like the hands 

of 
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of a common malefador. The head whicU 
defervcd to wear a crown of glory, and 
which now wears it, as a mark of their con- 
tempt, they crown with thorns. Happy wo- 
man ! thou, who pouredft a box of precious 
ointment on this facred head, fhalt ever be 
jnentioned with honour, and this fhall ever 
he recorded as a memorial of thy name j 
while the crucifiers of the Lord of hfe fhall 
be confidered from generation to generation, 
as objefts of the higheft abhorrence. They 
renew their former infults. Having clothed 
him with the mock enfigns of royalty, they 
bend the kuee before him, faying, Hail^ King 
of the Jews^. They fpit upon him, and 
take the reed which they had put in his 
hand, and fmite him oa the head. Then 
he gave his back to the fmiters^ and his cheek 
to them that pulled off the hair ; he did not 
hide his face from Jhame and fpit ting ^ 

At laft, with relentlefs hearts, they bring 
him to Calvary. But who is able to relate 
what pafled at Calvary ? A crofs is eredled^ 
? punifhment for the moft atrocious crimi- 
nals, and criminals of the lowefl: rank, re- 
markable 

^ Matth. xxvii. 29. \ If. 1. 5. 
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fnarkable too for the exquifite pain it in- ^' 

flifted, and for its long continuance. Here 
they fix the innocent Jefus between two 
men who were to receive the due reward of 
their deeds. Now his /overs and his friends 
fland aloof his kin/men fland afar off^^ and 
there is none near to help. Is not the ha- 
tred of his enemies now fatiated ? Sufpend- 
ed between Heaven and earth, ready to die, 
dnd yet patient under the calamity, is he 
yet an objeft of derifion ? When the golden 
bowl is breaking, and the filver cord is 
loofing, is this a feafon for infult ? Cruelty, 
be thou ever my abhorrence, and with thy 
fons let my foul never partake ! In this very 
extremity they mock and revile him. O all 
ye that pafs by ! here humanity calls for your ' 
pity. Here ye may fhed the generous tear ; 
and the world will applaud it. But paffen- 
gers join with his crucifiers and deride him. 
He is thirfly, and the foldiers prefent him 
with vinegar. His fide they pierce with a 
fpear : the very parting of foul and body 
they endeavour to render more infupporta- 
ble than it generally is. Yet what a benign 

and 
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and merciful look was that, and what an 
earneft petition to his Father? Surely a 
prayer for his dehverance. No. O inimi- 
table love ! O divine charity ! It is a prayer 
for his crucitiers. And now his foul is fo 
overcaft, his profpeA of the end of impeni- 
tent fmners fb flriking, his concern for 
them fb great, his love of mankind fo infi« 
nite, and his Father's wrath fo totally over- 
whelming, that it is impoflible to cxpreis 
his condition. Can the Father of goodnd^ 
withdraw his aid from his own immamlatc 
Son r Can mercy fliut its ear againft the 
crj' of innocence ? To proclaim to the world 
his abhorrence of man's tranfgreflioas, he 
can ; and the words of Jefus are, Afy God^ 
my God^ 'why hajl t/jou forfaken tne ^f This 
total defertion he could not fupport ; and 
now one dying prayer, and one lall ^t>an, 
and the fountain of life faib, and the Soq 
of God expires. That expiring groan, hear 
it, O ye heavens! and be aflonifhed, O 
earth ! Lo, all nature hears it, and bears 
teftimony to thy dignity. The fun withdraws 
his light, terrified at what unrelenting man 

performed. 
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performed. The vail of the temple is rent, 
the earth quakes, the rocks are rent. His 
very enepiies now declare him innocent.— 
Behold your Saviour now with his head de- 
pendent, his eyes clofed in darknefs, and his 
body ftiff and cold. Could you fee your 
enemy, O Chriftian, endure fuch affli(3iott 
as this man of forrows endured, and not 
weep for him ? But confider that he was 
your firmefl: friend, your moft bountiful be- 
nefador, ever true to your interefls, ever 
anxious for your falvation, and that, in order 
to promote it, even death was welcome to 
him. O tAat my head were waters^ and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears ^ that I might weep 
day and night ! Here admiration, gratitude, 
love and (ympathy, prompt our tears. Here 
the dauntlefs hero fliould weep and not be 
afhamed. This day Jefus looks from Hea- 
ven, and fees how we are afFefted. He ap- 
proves of our forrow : but kind and benefi- 
cent as ever, he would alleviate our grief on 
his account, and defires us to turn it into a 
mean of our improvement. He feems to 
fay. Why mourn ye for the living as if he 
were dead ? Behold I am alive and live for 
evermore. But as he addrefled the daughters 

of 
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of Jerufalem of old, he adds. Weep not far 
me^ Chriftians, but weep for yourfehes^ for 
I was wounded for your tranfgrejftons^ I was 
bruifed for your iniquities. 

O my brethren, confider then all your 
fins as the caufe of your Saviour's fuffer- 
ings. He was the propitiation for the Jim of 
many. He gave his Ufe a ranfom for finners. 
Efteem him not ftricken and finitten of 
God for his own fake, but becaufe he bore 
the griefs which we fliould have felt, and 
carried the forrows which we deferved. — 
Confider the fins by which we deferved them, 
repent of them, and forfake them, that you 
may have redemption through the blood of 
€hriji^ even the forgivenefs of your fns. 
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I Corinthians xi. 26. 

For as often as you eat this breads and drink 
this cupy ye do Jhew forth the Lord's death 
till he mne. 

\t was the intention of the apoftle in this 
chapter, to point out to the Corinthians 
fome of thofe abufes which they had intro- 
duced into the worfliip of God, and to bring 
them back to a purer and more perfed plan* 
^heir manner of celebrating the Lord*s fup- 
per, had been remarkably indecent. When 
they met together for this purpofe, inftead of 
behaving fo that this inftitution might pro- 
mote their piety, and confirm their integrity, 
they had fliamefuUy converted it into a mean, 
of foftering fenfuality, riot, and even inhu- 
manity. The apoftle openly charges them 
with their vices, and boldly condemns them 
on account of them. His zeal, however, is 
the zeal of an honeft man, fenfible of the 
C c faults. 
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faults, but anxious for the reformation of 
thofe to whom he wrote. 

With a view to their reformation ^ he gives 
them a fimple, yet full and peripicuous ac- 
count of the Lord^s iupper; which, he de- 
clares, Iprung not from the tradition of men^ 
or from the iuggeftions of his own reafbn or 
imagination^ but from the immediate revela- 
tion of the Lord Jefus Chrift ; For I have re^ 
ceived of the Lordj that which aljo I deliver 
unto you ^ that the hord 'Jefus ^ the fame night 
in which be was betrayed^ took breadi and 
when he had given thanks ^ he brake it and f aid ^ 
^akey eat ; this is my body which is broken for 
you : this do in remembrance of me. After the 
fame manner alfo^ he took the cup^ when he bad 
fuppedy faying^ "This cup is the New Tefiament 
in my blood \ this doye^ as oft as you drink it^ 
in remembrance of me^. After this account of 
the inftitution of the Lord's fupper, the 
apoftle endeavours to turn the attention of 
the Corinthians to its principal end, and thus 
to infinuate an argument for the decent and 
orderly oblervance of it : For as oft as ye cat 

this 
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ibis breads and drink this cup^ye do /hew forth 
the Lorffs death till he come. 

This and the fimilar paffages of the New 
^Teftameot, clearly point out the intention 
and objedl of this inftitution, and give us a 
diftinflt and full view of them. Can any- 
thing be more plain than it is from fcripture, 
that the bread and wine, which are made ufe 
of in the Lord*s fupper, are inteivled to be 
memorials of the body of Chrift which was 
brdken, and of his blood which was (hed 
Upon the cf ofs ; and that the eating of this 
bread, and the drinking of this wine, were 
enjoined bis followers as fblemn ads, to be 
performed in remembrance of his death ? 
Alinoft every Chriftian underftands this. 
And yet, making allowance for the manner 
of (peaking common at that period, and fup- 
pofmg nothing intended contradiftory to our 
reafon, and our fcnfes, the words of Chrift 
appear to me to be as intelligible and perfpi- 
cuous as the paraphrafe now given. But 
though the defign of the inftitution may be 
eafily underftood, being delivered with that 
plainnefs for which the gofpel in general is 
remarkable ; yet certainly it is not for that 
reafon to be regarded with the lefs reverence, 
Cc 2 or 
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or obferved with the lefs fblemnity. All r6^ 
hgious and wcU-diipofcd Chriilians^ naj^ 
many of very indifFerent characters, have 
commonly confidered it as an inflitution ex- 
tremely facred, the ncglcck or contempt of 
which betrayed a very corrupt heart, aDd a 
very impious temper. 

I propofc, in dilcouriing upon the words 
now read, to inquire what thofe cauies arc, 
which have engaged mien to view it in this 
light, to regard it with this peculiar rever- 
ence. Before 1 enter upon this inquiry, let 
me premife an obfervation or two. 

I ft. When I ipeak of the cauies which 
engage men to confider the Lord's (upper as 
an ordinance peculiarly iacred and iblemn, I 
do not intend to infift upon thofe cauies 
which, though they may have at particular 
periods, and with particular perlbns, or even 
with large bodies of men, greatly contributed 
to this, yet are not founded in the reafon of 
things, or the nature of the inftitution. I 
am very fenfible, that for many ages of the 
church, the myftery \\ hich the priells affect- 
ed, and the ignorance in which the people 
were involved, together with many abfurd 
do£bines reipedting this inftitutiou, occaiionr 

ecl 
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cd much of that veneration which was paid 
to the Lord's fupper. With many men^ 
there is nothing which more promotes ad- 
miration, than a ftrong faith, and Uttle know- 
ledge, Curiofity excited but not gratified, 
proves the fureft foundation on which fuper- 
ftition, enthuiiafm, and error can be buih. 
I wifh that even in our days the veil, which 
is fometimes induftrioufly, fometimes unde- 
fignedly, and fometimes ignorantly thrown 
over the ordinances of religion, be not often 
the principal caufe of our reverence for them. 
But the caufe of God and virtue have {o 
many real fupports, that they need no falfe 
ones. Every fraud is deteftable : but a pious 
fraud (the very appellation is an affront to 
Heaven) is the worft of all frauds. I pro- 
pofe, therefore, to confider only thofe caufes 
of reverence for this facred ordiuanc9 which 
I regard as juft and well-founded, and which 
I believe chiefly to have prevailed in the firfl 
andpurell ages of the church, and to prevail 
ilill with wife and fober chrifliahs. 

2dly, In mentioning the peculiar reverence 

with which the inflitution of the Lord's fup- 

per is to be regarded, I do not mean to in- 

finuate a comparifbn between that degree of 

C c 3 reverence 
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reverence which is due to this ordinaxice of 
religion, and that which is due to othcp 
ordinances of God's appointment. Com-r 
parifbns of this kind are generally improper; 
fometimes impious. But there may be ibme 
duties of reUgion, a failure in which does not 
difcover fo great corruption of heart, nor 13 
accompanied with fb bitter remprie as a £dlure 
in others : and there may be fbme duties of 
fuch a complicated nature, as to touch many 
of the feeUngs, and work on many of the 
affections of the heart at once ; fb that an ir- 
reverent behaviour in the performance of 
them, may fhock us more, and indicate a 
more abandoned charadter, and a more cor- 
rupted heart than the fame behaviour in the 
performance of other duties ; though in thefe 
alfo it would be highly impious. For in/hmce^ 
in reading the word of God, if wc willingly 
permit the cares, anxieties, and temptations 
of the world to intrude upon us, we are 
certainly guilty of a fin : but if we indulge 
the fame wandering and worldly difpofition 
in our immediate addrefies to God, we are 
guilty of a greater fin. Again, every addrefs 
to God demands the mofl ferious and reccd- 
leded temper. For a weak creature to fhmd 

in 
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in the prcfcncfe of the all-perfe£l God, to 
raife his ibul to the contemplation of his 
wonderftJ nature, an4 at the fame time to 
think of him as his father aqd his friend, ought 
at once to elevate and compofe, to fboth, and 
to expand the ibul : aiid infenfibility, at the 
very time we feem to be employed in devo- 
tion, is fiir^ely highly criminal. ^ Yet infenfi- 
bility or irreverence in the participation of 
the Lord's fupper, is more highly criminal. 
For this participation tiot only implies prayer, 
and that too animated by the moH: affeding 
confiderations, but alfo recalls to our mind a 
pharadler and an event, which have the 
ftrongeft tendency to work upon *11 the no- 
Weft, aiul the moft generous principles of our 
nature. In this fituation, irreverence di{^ 
covers a foul nof only loft to piety, but al- 
moft deprived of the common feelings of hu-» 
manity. 

Having premifed theieobfervaticms, I pro** 
ceed to take notice of the caules which Should 
engage Chriftians to confider the Lord's fup-* 
per as an ordinance extremely iacred, and to 
regard it wi^ peculiar re^rence. 

In «he firft place j I would oWerve, that it 

15 a pofitive inftitution of Chriftianky, ap- 

C c 4 pointed 
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pointed in very peculiar and afFefting circum- 
ftances. 

The pofitive inftitutions of the gofpel have 
frequently been confidered merely as means 
to an end, not effentially neceflary, but fit and 
proper to be obferved. Perhaps this fenti- 
ment, under proper limitations, may be free 
from error. But I do not fee, that the obfer- 
vation is very important. I can conceive a 
ftate, in which the performance of the pofi- 
tive duties of Chriftianity would not be bind- 
ing, becaufe in that ftate it might be impof- 
fible to perform them. I can alfb conceive 
a ftate in which feveral moral duties may 
be lawfully omitted, nay, muft unavoidal)ly 
be omitted, becaufe there would be no Icope 
for the practice of them. But I can con- 
ceive no ftate in which a Chriftian can 
with z good confcience, omit either a moral, 
or a pofitive duty, if he has a proper opportu-* 
nity for performing it. Men may differ con- 
cerning the times and feafons proper for the 
obfervance of pofitive inftitutions, or they 
may differ in their opinion concerning the 
frequency of thei^ repetition ; but they may 
differ alfo concerning the extent and obliga- 
tion of moral duties. We know that thefp 

depend 
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depend in fome meafure upon particular 
charafters, circumftancesand opportunities. 

Thus much appeared neceflary for remov- 
ing a prejudice againft the reverence due to 
a pofitive inftitution of religion, which an in- 
cautious manner of expreflion may have 
fbmetimes occafioned. I^t us now confider 
the particular circumftances and folemnity 
with which the inftitution prelently under 
coniideration was appointed. 

Our Saviour had gone with his difciples 
to celebrate the high feftival of the Jews. 
He had given ftrong intimations of his im- 
mediate departure from his friends and fol- 
lowers. He had plainly told them, that he 
would not again partake in a feaft which they 
probably thought was to continue through 
all generations. He had particularly inform-* 
ed them that, by the treachery of one of thofe 
few whom he had feledled from the world, 
he was to be delivered into the hands of fin- 
ners. This threw a general damp upon the 
company, and each anxious and forrowful for 
himfelf, faid. Is it I? His reply confirmed 
all their fears. It could not remove their 
concern for the lofs of their mafter, their 
friend, and their bcnefador ; nor was it fo 

precife, 
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prccife, as to remove from any of them all 
a fufpicion that his own fidelity was calkd in 
qucftion : // is one of the twche that Sppctb 
with me in the dijh ^ It is added, ^J%€ Son of 
man indeed goeth^ as it is written of bim^ but 
wo to that man^ by wbotn tbe Son of man is be^ 
frayed! G(H>d were it for that man if he had 
never been born ^. It was at this time, when 
the diiciples could not fidl to be in a ftate of 
die utmoft anxiety^ agitation and deipon- 
dency, that our Saviour took the breads and 
having given thanks^ brake ity and gave it to 
them J andfaid^ ^his is my body ^ ; and after- 
wards took the cup and gave it to them with 
thefe remailcable words, This is my blood tf 
the New T'ejlament^ which is Jhedfor many^. I 
aik any man, if this was not a (bene which 
muft leave the deepeft impreflion o\\ the 
minds of the difciples ? Could they have been 
men, efpecially confidering what followed, 
if they had ever forgot it ? Can any thing, 
which tended to raife a greater variety of 
emotions and affeiSions, be defcribed or con<? 
ccivcd ? Could there ever be a fblemn meet- 
ing in which the ApofUes and firft Chriftians 

were 
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wer6 together, where the converfation would 
not turn upon this fubjefl:, and where every 
apoftle would not expatiate upon the words, 
the looks, the manner of his matter ; upon 
the anxiety, uncertainty, and terror which 
pofleffed his own mind, aud upon the emo* 
tions which his companions difcovered ? 

If this very tranfaftion were painted upon 
canvas by a (kilful hand, and prefented to a 
man of fenlibility, who had refufed his belief, 
to the evidence of religion, yet he would for 
a moment become a Chriftian, as it were by 
contagion ; and fympathy would be the pre* 
dominant emotion of his heart. But how 
dead is all defcription, compared to nature 
and living objefts ! If Judas was prefent, 
furcly his heart relented for a little : had not 
the very fpirit of fatan dwelt in him, it had 
relented for ever. 

When we attend to thefe circumftances, 
we muft be fenfible, that in the primitive 
days of Ghriftianity, this inftitution could 
not but excite the utmoft ref^fk and reve- 
rence in CSiriftians ; and that the being en- 
gaged 'in it, could not but call up every pious, 
every affeftionate feeling in the higheft de- 
gree of fervour, I allow, that it cannot be 

cxpefted 
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expefted to operate fo ftrongly upon us : but 
16 it poffible for any believer, who is not des- 
titute of fenfibility, feriouily to read the de- 
fcription which Mark, or the other evange- 
Ufts give us of this fcene, and not feel the 
powers of his foul roufed, its worldly defires 
rebuked, and its religious affedions awaken- 
ed ? The cifcumftanGes, therefore, and the 
Iblemnity of the original inftitution, render 
the Lord's fupper highly wortfiy of our reve- 
rence, and fhow the want of this temper in 
obferving it, to be extremely culpable an^ 
criminal. 

2dly, Another reafbn which may properly 
engage men to confider this inftitution in the 
mpft folemn light, and poflefs them with the 
highjcft reverence, when they are employed 
in it, may be difcerned by attending to its 
nature and defign. 

This reafon had probably more influence 
afterwards, than at the firft appointment : for 
at that time, it is likely that the apoftles were 
far from entertaining clear and diftinft con-, 
ceptions on this fubjeft. We know fuffici- 
ently, that the Lord's fupper was intended 
for a commemoration of the death of our 
Saviour, and that this great event is the ob- 

jeft 
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j«£l which it fenfibly reprefents to us. Now 
there is Ibmething in the very idea of death, 
which tends to make men ferious and/ 
thoughtful. The recdlledion of the laft end 
6f mortals, even when we do not view it 
with a particular refped to ourfelves^, throws 
the foul into a folemn ftijQnefs, which is 
friendly to every pious and religious medita- 
tion. But it is not merely the view- of death 
in general that this ordinance liiggefts : it 
recalls to our thoughts the death of a parti- 
cular perfon who ftands in a particular rela- 
tion to us, and who by his death, procures 
ineftimable bleflings for us : a death which 
is defcribed with all thofe circumftances that 
can lay hold of the mind, and excite cither 
admiration, or gratitude, or lympathy. 

To confider this iiibjed in. its full extent, 
would be more than fufficient for a whole 
difcourfe. Let us, therefore, view the death 
of Chrift as briefly as we can in thefe two 
lights ; as the death of a great man, and as 
a mean of purchafmg our reconciliation to 
God, and our title to eternal life. The firft 
is a general view, into which even a heathen 
might enter, and cxprefs his admiration on 

account 
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man, to the amazing fortitude of his deatif," 
muft not the higheft admiration rife ? If we 
view our fins a3 the caufes of his fufFeringSy 
what can we feel but humihty, compunftioa 
and penitence ? If we turn our obfervatioii 
to the feverity of his pains, the anguifh of 
his foul, and the torments of his body, muft 
not fympathy melt the heart and fill the eye ? 
If we furvey all the bleflings of his purchafe^ 
muft not gratitude to fo generous ^ benefac- 
tor, and fo divine a friend, exert its influ- 
ence ? But thefe, my brethren, are all fub- 
jefts immediately conneded with the death 
of Chrift, which we commemorate in the 
facramcnt of his fupper. To render our ob- 
fervance of this inftitution acceptable^ it is 
neceflary indeed, that every one of thefe 
confiderations fhould a*5lually occur to the 
mind. But when an ordinance has a ten- 
dency to operate upon fo many of the moft 
virtuous principles of our nature, docs not 
this (hew, that it ought to be regarded with 
the greateft reverence and veneration ? 

3dly, The folemnity of this ordinatKe, 
and the reverence due to it, will further ap- 
pear, if we confider that the obfervance of it 
implies the exertion of many afFeftions, 

which 
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which are all in their own nature of high 
importance and excellence. If each of thefe 
be facrcd, furely that which implied them 
all muft be particularly fo. 

Now, though the principal end of this in- 
ftitution be extremely fimple, namely, a 
commemoration of the death of Chrift, yet 
it involves feveral other views. This may 
be collefted from what was faid on the laft 
head. If a fenfe of the primary intention of 
this ordinance has a tendency to excite fb 
various feelings as have been pointed out, it 
is impoffible but thefe muft produce their 
natural and ordinary efFefts. Let the com- 
municant's view be turned to the fufFerings 
of Chrift, and to the confideration of fin as 
the caufc of them ; furely this is extremely 
natural. But can thefe be the objefts of at- 
tention, to a fincere and honeft mind, with* 
put introducing a refblution againft fin, or a 
prayer for its forgivenefs ? Holy refblutions 
then, and fervent prayer, have both their 
(hare in the devout obfervance of this infti- 
tution. Yea, the latter, from the practice of 
all ages, and the example of our Saviour, is 
eiTentially neceffary before the ordinance can 
be celebrated* 

D d I know 
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I know it may be difputed, whether thtt 
examination of our conduft, and refolutions 
againft all (in, be abfolutely requifite for a 
proper participation in this facrament. I 
doubt not, but circumftances might be fiip- 
pofed, in which a good man would think 
himfelf oblisjed to ' commemorate the death 
of his Redeemer, without having time for a 
previous examination of his conduft, or loi 
whichy during the time of his participation, 
bis mind might be fb totally occupied with 
love or gratitude,* that he might fc^rm no 
direft refolutions againft fin. But this is no- 
thing to thofe' who would be moft anxious to 
have it determined, that fuch exercifes are 
not neceflary. But put the cafe, that at the 
time of participation, a man's confcience con- 
demns him for his fms, and impels him to 
refolve againft them, which yet the corrup- 
tion of his heart, and his attachment to vice, 
engage him to negled. In this iituation, 
could he approve of his conduA 2 Would not 
his heart condemn him ; and if his heart con- 
demn him, will God juftify him ? At the 
tribunal of divine juftice, would one choofe 
to truft to the refinements of an acute un-» 
derftanding, or to the fimplicity of an upright 

heart ? 
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heart ? Thus refolutions againft fin may 
often become an indifpenfable part of our 
duty, during the participation of the Lord's 
fupper. 

In like manner, if the inimitable love of 
Je{us Chrift, and the ineftimable bleflings of 
his purchafe, are the objefts of our reflexion, 
while we ate ehiployed in this duty ; does 
iiot the gratitude which thefe excite, natu- 
rally engage us to vow perpetual attachment 
to him, and fteadfaftnefs in his fervice ? If 
the outward ineannefs, the poverty^ and low 
condition of Jefus Chrift, induce lis to f efleft 
upon the irifignificancy and fmall importance 
of the things of this world ; and if at the 
time confcience bring to our remembrance, 
an inftance in which they have had influence 
enough to make us forfake the rdad of in- 
tegrity, and abandon ourfelvcs to fin ; does 
not this lay us under ah obligation to enter 
into a relblutidn of repentance, and to begin 
irtimediately to carry it into execution ? 

Thus prayer, pious and virtuous refolu- 
tions, vows of attachment, obedience and 
repeiitaiice, if not eflentially neceffary to the 
participation of the Lord's fupper, yet may 
become indifpenfable parts of our duty dur- 
D d 2 ing 
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ing this adlion. What, therefore, impilei 
fuch ferious and fblemh duties, muft be arr 
pbje£t of the gfeateft reverence. 

4thly, My brethren, this inftitulion, whicb 
is defigned to commemorate the death of 
Chrift, is alfo intended t& cziTy our thoughts- 
forward to his* iecond coming. The New 
Teftament connefts ic with this etent ; it is- 
particularly conflcdted with ft in the words of 
my text; ^or as oft as ye eat this breads amt 
drink this cup^ y^ do Jhew fort 6 the Lord^s^ 
death till he come. If there is any event inr 
nature that can excite fh« awe, reverence, 
and refpeft of reafonable and accountable 
creatures, it is furely the future judgment. 
But this judgmeirf is only to take place at the 
fecond appearance of Jefus. For God haf^ 
appointed a day in which he w HI judge the 
world in righteoufnefsy by that Man whom he 
bath ordained-*^ even the Lord Jefus Chrift,. 
the righteous* The apparatus, the proce- 
dure, the dignity of the Judge, the particiF- 
lar part we (^lall all have in this grand tranf- 
adlion, render it particularly inter^fHng and 
i^anportant. If the foul of mai^ can be oc-- 

cupied 
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cupied with any obje(Sl, this muft command 
its regard and attention. To this important 
event, the Lord's flipper naturaljy direAs 
our thoughts. It is a lively reprefentation of 
that obedience of Ckrift unto deaths even the 
death of the crofs^^ on account of which, 
God hath highly exalted him^ and given him a 
name which is above every name\ and which, 
being the ground of his whole exaltation, is 
confequently the very reafon why God hath 
given him authority to execute judgment alfo\ 
Jt confirms our faith (^ the general judg- 
ment, it is a pledge given us, that he who 
was once offered ^0 bear thejins of many^Jhatt 
unto them thai look for him^ appear the fecond 
time^ without Jin unto falvation\ Can it fix 
our thoughts on the future judgment, caA it 
jcnliven our conception of its fplemn procefs, 
without impreffing every feriou? 2xA con- 
•fidcrate mind with the deepeft awe ? 

I fhall but make two reflexions on wliat 
lias been faid. i ft. Since the Lord^s fupper 
is an inftitution of fo great Iblemnity, we 
fliould by no means negkft to obferve k. 
ShaM any Chriftian treat that with neglefl, 
Ddj whic^ 

" Phil. ii. «. . » Vcr, 9. * John v. 27. » Heb, x. ^8. 
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\yhich deferyes the greateft reverence fron^ 
every Chriftian ? Not to obferve it, is to treat 
it with total negleft. 'Twas in the night 
in which he was betrayed to death for 
you, and it was with all the agonies of hi^ 
death, full in his view, that your Saviour 
faid. Do this in remembrance of me : can you 
hear his voice uttered in that night, uttered 
in that endearing (ituation, and yet difregard 
it ? Every tender, every affedting, every in- 
terefting circumftance of the fcene, which 
that night exhibited, is a ftrong argument 
for our continuing in that breaking of bread"^^ 
which was purpofely appointed for the com- 
memoration of it. The dignity of him who 
died, and the end of his death, which was 
to expiate fin, add folemnity to this memori- 
al of his death ; and they no lefs powerfully 
plead for every Chriftian's joining in this 
memorial of it. This is the tribute which 
you are called to pay to the greateft perfon 
that ever trod this earth ; it is the acknow- 
ledgment demanded from you, to him who 
made his foul an offering for your fms. All 
thofe good affedions which this inftitution 

is 
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is fit for drawing forth into exercife, it is fit 
alfo for improving : to negleft it, fhews in- 
difference about the improvement of our beft 
affeftions. It is only Chrift's coming again 
to judgment, that can extinguifh the obliga- 
tion of Chriftians, to Jhew forth his death ; till 
he come, let us take every opportunity of do- 
ing this iR remembrance ,Qf hini. 

2dly, Since the Lord's fupper is fo folemn, 
fo fit to command the fincereft reverence erf" 
our fouls, we (hould be always careful to pre- 
.pare ourfelves for partaking in it with feri- 
ous and fervent devotion. Irreverence in 
any aft of worfhip, is a heinous fin ; but ir- 
reverence in obferving this Chriftian itiftitu- 
tion, is in fome refpedls peculiarly atrocious : 
it is a mark of very great depravity ; it fliows 
infenfibility to the moft moving objefts, and 
obduracy which the moft alarming yiejws 
cannot overcome. This inftitution may 
make fome imprefiion on the moft unthink- 
ing, it may force reflexion for a moment on 
the moft diflipated, it may excite fome emor 
.tions of piety, in thofe who are for ordinary 
the greateft ftrangers to them. The Corin- 
tSiians obferved it in an irreverent manner ( 
and the apoftle reproves this irrev45rencje with 
D d 4 great 
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great feverhy, and warns them that it was of 
die moft dangerous confequence ; Wbofoever 
Jhdl eat this breads and drink this cup of the 
Lord unworthily^ Jhatl he guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord : He thai eateth and 
drinkeih unworthily ^ eateth and drinketh judge- 
ment to himfelf not £fcerning the LorJs body^. 
The religious affeftions all prevailing in their 
greateft vigour, and mingling their warmeft 
exertions, form the temper which becomea 
this commemoration. By examining our- 
felves, by humble confeffion of our fins, by 
earneft prayer, by meditation on whatever 
can moft effeftually melt o\ir hearts into con- 
trition, or touch them with love and grati-» 
tude, and joy in God's falvation, let us pre- 
pare ourfelves, as often as we have opportu- 
nity, for the reUgious performance of this 
duty. 

f I Cor. xi, 27, 29, 
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Acts xx. ^^^ 

^nd to renumber the words of the Lord Jefus^ 
how he/aid^ It is more blejfed to give than 
to receive. 

The moft interefting concern of human 
creatures is happinefs ; and no rule fo unex- 
ceptionable can be fixed for eftimating the 
value of any objeft, or the propriety and im* 
portance of any difpofition, or aftion, or 
courfe of behaviour, as its tendency to pro- 
mote happinefs. But the rule, however uni- 
verfally acknowledged, is often very ill ap- 
plied, and indeed with refpeft to many pur- 
luits and difpofitions is fcarce ever thought 
of. Nature has provided us with a touch- 
ftone, but we ncgleft to try the moft precious 
metals by it, and by the negleft, fufFer our- 
felves to impofed upon by the bafeft counter- 
feits. 

The 
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The happinefs which is derived from t^e 
exercife of a beneficent temper, is very rare- 
ly an objefl of confideration, efpecially in an 
age, when the fpirit of commerce, the love 
of Jucre, and a cpntradted regard to the in- 
dividual, give the ftrongeft bias to all our 
opinions and judgments. They who inherit 
overgrown fortunes, they who have receiv- 
ed liberal donations, they who have acquir- 
ed wealth, are reckoned among the happy, 
though they employ them only in fulfilling 
the purpofcs of folly, vanity and vice. A 
iplendid table, a fine houfe, a handfbmc 
.equipage, even gaudy apparel, we are more 
apt to confider as charafteriftical of the hap- 
py man, than generous efforts to relieve the 
wretched, to fupport the unfortunate, to com- 
fort the difconfolate, to patronize the deferv- 
ing, Thefe we ftill regard as marks of 
virtue, but we feldom confider them as 
lymptoms of happinefs. Even the motives 
which excite the generality to actions of a 
public and beneficent nature, when they arc 
not merely fordid and felfifli, are fo depend- * 
ent upon the views fuggefted by our reafon- 
ing powers, that they have little connexion 
with the heart ; and the man who fhould 

urge 
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xjrge the pleafure of a kind and beneficent 
^dion, and the fweet enjoyment which it 
brings along with it, as the motive to a per* 
fon's performing it, would be deemed igno?: 
rant of what is reckoned the moft effential 
branch of human knowledge, the knowledge 
of the world. But in reality, under this; 
*boafted knowledge, the blindeft prejudice, 
and the groffeft ignorance often lurk : and 
the world, not only in its pureft and moft 
virtuous, but even in its corrupted and de^ 
praved ftate, affords arguments fufficient to 
confute the men who value themfelves for 
Jcnowing it b^ft. 

It was hinted already, that the mqft in- 
fallible teft of the value of any dilpofition or 
behaviour, is its being conducive to the na- 
tural and real felicity of men : and to this 
teft I might fafely fubmit all the laws, and 
all the maxims of the gofpel. If the tem- 
perate, the manly, the confcientious, not the 
pfFeminate, the weak, and the timid, were 
to be the judges, I fhould not fear the decifi- 
pn even with relpeft to its fevereft laws, the 
endurance of perfecution, lofs of goods, re- 
^gnation of Jifq, 

But 
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But our prefent inquiry is more confincci. 
It was the faying of the Lord Jcfus, // // 
more blejfed to give than to receive. In this 
faying, the felicity of a beneficent temper is 
aflerted in the ftrongeft manner. The en- 
comium feems to be given to the action ; 
but it is obvious that human aftions are 
praife- worthy, only fb far as they refult from 
right difpofitions^ and that it is only the agent 
that deferves commendation or blame, reward 
or punifhment. 

The circumftanees of our Saviour's life, 
gave him frequent occafions for introducing 
this fentiment with propriety; and as it i$ 
addrcfled to the tender and generous feelinsrs 
of human nature, it muft have made the 
deepeft impreffion on his followers. The 
application which the apoftle Paul makes of 
this faying in my text, difcovers the efFeft 
which it produced on him^ and fhews that 
he regarded it as a pra^ical truth of the 
greateft moment. In this laft difcourfc to 
the elders of Ephefus, whom he had aflem- 
bled at Miletus, he was able to make this 
noble appeal to them ; I have coveted no mcm's 
Jilver^ or gold^ or apparel. Tea^ you yourfehes 
know^ that thefe hands have minijlered unto my 

necej/itiesy 
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necejfttks^ and to them that were with me. I 
haxfe Jhewed you all things ^ how that fo labour-- 
ing ye ought to Jupport the weak\ and to re-' 
member the words of the Lord JefuSj how he 
faid^ It is more blejfed to give than to receive. 
Though in thefe words there is a compari- 
fon between the happinefs of beftowing, and 
that of receiving, yet it will be putting no 
violence on them to confider them (imply as 
a declaration of the bleflednefs of a beneficent 
temper. That with which this temper is 
contrafted, and to which it is preferred, be- 
ing an acknowledged mark of good fprtune, 
and a fource of enjoyment, the other muft 
be ftill more fo. 

I propofe, therefore, in this difcourfe, fo 
confirm and illuflrate the happinefs of a be- 
neficent difpofition ; and to fuggeft a few of 
thofe refleiSlions which naturally arife from 
the confideration of this fubjeft* 

By a beneficent difpofition, I mean a dif- 
pofition to do good to others from the princi- 
ples of kindnefs, affeftion, or humanity, 
which includes not only afts of charity, 
generofity and liberality, for thefe muft in a 
great meafure be dependent upon our exter- 
nal circumftances, but alio all the means we 

ufe. 
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f life, the pains we take, or the wifhes we eri^ 

tertain for the comfort, enjoyment and hap- 
pinefs of our fellow-creatures. That fuch 2 

\ difpofition muft be of the utmoft confequencri 

to our own fatisfafkion and happineft, I think 
will appear evident from feveral confidera- 
tions. 

Iti the firft place, This will appear by con- 
fideririg in general what it is that muft con- 
ftitute human felicity. 

To write a treatife concerning hunian na- 
ture, requires perhaps as much knowledge,' 
attention arid refleftidn, as the compofitiori 
of a performance on any other ful>je6l what- 
ever; but fuch a treatife is not rieceflarjs' 
either for direfting our conduft, of for de- 
termining the operation of our feelings. We 
are all men, and we all feel that the grati- 
fication of our natural defires, where the 
gratification is not forbidden by any other 
principle of our mind, is always a fourCe of 
enjoyment to us. But the fiature^ and thd 
kinds of our enjoyments are as different and 
various as the powers and principles which 
give rife to them. Except a few of them, 
howevcf , which regard felf-pf efefvatioh, they 
are almoft all connected with oUr ibcial na- 
tures. 
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tures, infomuch, that the enjoyments of a 
human creature entirely feparated from his 
kind, though poflefTed of all the neceflaries 
for fatisfying his hunger and thirft, his love 
of labour and defire of repofe, would be to- 
tally different from thofe of the man wh6 
is placed among his fellows. As the fun 
nouriftiesj invigorates,' animates objedls ex- 
ternral to himfelf, and was certainly created 
with a reference ttf them ; as the planets by 
their mutual attraftion, promote and prefervc 
the regularity of their feveral motions, fb 
man was created for man; and his ftate, his 
wants, his defires, point out his connexion 
with, and his dependence upon his fellow^ 
men. Philofophers have fometimes talked 
of man's being a felfifh, and a folitary being, 
having all his views centered in the happi- 
nefs of the individual,- without the leaft re- 
gard to others : but the hut of the Indian, 
the cottage of the peafant, the pipe of the 
fhepherd, the tent of the wanderer, as well 
as the concourie of the city, the palace of the 
princcy the government of the ftate, contra- 
dict the aflertion. 

Religion which, notwithftanding the im- 
perfedlion of its efFedls, has occupied a great 

deal 
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deal of the joint care and attention of* tlitf 
human race, in every age, and every nation^ 
as far as ever I have read or heard, (hews 
that a focial concern for others, is the objefl: 
of man's heart, and the principle of his con- 
dud. Without this, I fhould juft as readily 
believe, that political ftatefmen and cunning 
priefts have built, in ancient times, cities 
without hands, made men of mere clay, 
and (upported mountains upon their feeble 
Ihoulders, as that they could have introduced 
religion as the general occupation and em- 
ployment of mankind. 

Since then the whole of the human frame 
points to a ftate of fbciety and connexion 
with others, the very nature of defire renders 
it impoflible, that the gratification of thofe 
afFe£tions which refpedl others, fhould not be 
attended with enjoyment and happinefs. But 
the benevolent afFedtions of our nature, our 
defire to (hed the tear of lympathy over the 
diftreffed, to take part in the injuries of the 
opprefTed, and to befriend them, to partake 
the innocent pleafures of the happy, are the 
afFcftions which moft immediately refpeft 
others; and therefore we may conclude, that 

the 
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the indulgence of them will be a fource of 
particular plcafure and delight. 

It further deferves to be remarked, that 
though the gratification of defires which re*- 
Ipcft the individual, and the gratification of 
thofe which refpeft others, have this in com- 
tnon, that they are attended with a certain 
pleafure, yet they differ in a very niateriai 
article ; the pleafure which attends fiich de- 
fires as terminate in the individual, even 
when moft intenfe, is Confined to the mo- 
ment of indulgence ; to none but the grovel- 
ling and the fenfual, is it the objedt of agree- 
able reflexion: but the focial pleafufes of 
our nature are not agreeable only in the mean 
time, but extend to diftant periods, and are 
the objefts of after confederation, and the 
fources of pernianent enjoyment. The flaflies 
of Heaven*s lightning dazzle and over- 
power ; but the refplendent and benign rays 
of the fun cheer, enliven, and aflbrd a light 
conftant, and invariable, and univerfaL 

I add but one more general obfervation. 
Human creatures are made for aftion and ex- 
ertion. Whenever thefe are employed, a 
feparate and additional pleafure attends the 
gratification of all our defires. To do good, 
E e to 
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to bcftow, to give, requires anexercife of our 
active powers. In that ftate when every im- 
pulfe is felt, when every power of the mind 
is awake, we enter with the higheft reliih 
into every pleafure that nature warrants, and 
religion fanclifics. The mind that groaned 
under the load of fuffering, is calm and 
lerene when that load is removed, but the 
foul that removed it is elevated. The com- 
pofed countenance of relieved diftrefs, the 
affectionate look of gratitude combine with 
the pleafing efforts of liberality and kindnefs 
to increafe the joy and felicity of the bene- 
faftor. 

In the fccond place, the happinefsof a be- 
neficent difpofition may be proved from fa^l 
arid experience. 

We are ignorant of our true happinels, 
only becaufe we pay fb little attention to 
what pafTes in our own minds, and fufFer 
ourfelves to be impofed upon by external ap- 
pearances, from which we draw inferences 
often not in the leaft conne£ted with them. 
But an impartial confideration of the (enti- 
ments and feelings of our hearts, of thofc 
faggeftions which proceed from the conftitu- 
tion of our fouls, or the immediate motions 

of 
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t)f that divine Spirit which pervades the uni- 
verle, would free us from numberlefs mif- 
takes, and lead us to expeft^ our enjoyments 
from fuch objects as can really beftow them. 
Now can any man, when he attends to him*- 
felf, doubt wherein his pleafure and enjoy- 
ment chiefly confift ? Deep refearches and in- 
tricate difquifitions are not neceflary for de*» 
terrnining it. An ordinary degree of atten- 
tion only is requifite, and fortitude enough 
to take the anfwer implicitly from none, but 
to truft to the natural feelings of one's own 
heart. Can any perfbn who has the foul of 
a man, hefitate to pronounce that among the 
pureft and beft pleafures of which he is fiif^ 
ceptible are thofe which arife from the oppor- 
tunities he has laid hold of, to be ufeful to 
his fellow-creatures, to fupply their wants, 
to eafe the load of their fufFerii^gs, to add to 
the number of their enjoyments ? When the 
rich have (pared of their fuperflulties to 
minifter to the neceflities of the poor, let the 
luxurious tell if what they referved had not 
a higher relifh. When the poor, out of real 
pity to thofe. who were ftill poorer, have be- 
ftowed a fmall pittance to feed the hungry, 
or to clothe the naked, was it not natural for 
E e 2 them 
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them rather to regret that they had hot more 
to give, than that there was too Uttle left be- 
hind ? Did the widow, think you, who 
threw in two mites into the treafury, With 
the beft intention, depart with a heavy heart, 
becaufe (he had kept nothing to herfelf ? If 
ever your prefence, your attention, your con- 
verfation, your look of filent fenfibility, your 
falling tears (for thefe I count more facred 
gifts than your gold, or your (ilver) have ad- 
miniftered confblation to a widowed mother^ 
or difconfokte children, did not your hearts 
in that moment feel the bleflednefs of giv- 
ing ? and when you came away, would you 
have exchanged the melancholy pleafure for 
all the vain illufion^ of folly and vice ? When 
the gratulations of the blind and the lame^ 
and the benediftions of the perifhing foul 
came upcm Job, would he have compared 
the joy with what arofe from the poffeffion 
of his oxen, his afles, his camels, and his 
fields ? It was the charafter of the Lord Jefus, 
that he went about continually doing good, 
foothing the penitent, comforting thofe that 
mourned, raifing up the bowed down, and 
healitig the difeafed ; and as he felt like a 
man, we may conjedure the inward joy which 

thU 
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this Gontiiiued courfe of beneficence gave 
him. I verily believe it to be the chief na- 
tural mean that rendered him fb intrepid, fb 
patient, fo forgiving, fb refigncd. How 
flmilar to him fhould we become, if we 
yielded to the beft impulfes of our hearts ! If 
the Ephefians had divided their pofTeffions to 
enrich the apoftle Paul j how fmall mufl his 
pleafure in receiving it all have been in com- 
parifon with what he felt from rcfledling, that 
he had been the minifl?er of God for good 
unto them, without profpeft, or pofTeffion of 
human reward ? 

Were the apoftles in general, who watch- 
ed with fiich vigilance, and laboured with 
fuch vigour to promote the falvation of man- 
kind, flrangers to the mofl heart Tfelt plea- 
fure, becaufe they were not loaded with 
gifts, fecured in pofleflions, or furroundcd 
with affluence ? No. They had imbibed the 
maxim of their Mafter, // is more bleffed to 
give than to receive \ and while they fliflered 
hunger, and poverty, and perfecution, and 
death, they rejoiced, and were happy, becaufe 
they were doing good. Abraham might re- 
jcft even royal gifts, and refufe a fepulchre 
for his family without paying an adequate 
E e 3 value 
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value for it : his condud neither proves that 
the patriarch was ignorant of the means of 
happinefs, nor leflens him in our eileem. 
But no man ever yet omitted an opportu- 
tunity of performing a kind, a generous, or a 
beneficent action, who did not in that in- 
fiance abandon the happinefs of his own 
ibul, and render himielf le(s worthy of the 
approbation of all mankind. 

It is needlefs to multiply inftances. I ap- 
peal to yourfelves. Happinefs is within the 
mind. It is not of our own making, but 
flows from conflitutions that are eflablifhed 
by the fame power that ordains the re\'olu- 
tion of the fun, the courfe of the rivers, the 
afcent of the vapours. To fuppofe happinefs 
entirely or chiefly placed in externals, is as 
ridiculous as to fuppofe that you are as much 
connedcd with the dufl on which you tread, 
as with that portion of it which the Al- 
mighty operation has formed for your body. 
There is no difputing the point. If benefi- 
cence renders the foul calm, tranquil and 
elevated, it is a fource of felicity. If it af- 
fimilates the mind to God, and to Jefus 
Chrifl, it mufl render us partakers of their 
blifs. If the refledion upon it is agreeable, 

if 
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if it remains when the lufl oftheJUJh^ the lufi of 
the eye^ and the pride of life put on an appear- 
ance at beft diminutive, often difguftful ; if 
it cafts an unfading ray on the lateft hours of 
human life, and prepares for a participation of 
the Ufe of angels, the reality, and the valua 
of the enjoyment muft be acknowledged. 

In the third place ; the felicity of a bene- 
ficent difpofition may be evinced from this 
confideration, that by this quality we are moft. 
direftly affimilated to God, and to Jefus 
Chrift, after whofe image we were at firft 
created. 

As it is the nature of two drops of water, 
when placed near each other, mutually to be 
attra6ted, and to coalefce ; as it is the nature 
of heavy bodies to fall to the ground, and of 
light ones to be buoyed up ; as it is the Ma- 
ture of worms to crawl upon the earth, of 
fifhes to fwim in the fca, and of birds to fly 
through the air ; fo it is the nature of the 
human foul to afpire after a fimilitude to its 
divine original. The confequences of a fal* 
len ftate, and of corrupted principles, are but 
tOQ perceptible, and to thefe we juftly im- 
pute thofe miftakes, deceptions, difappoint- 
ujents, and difgufts with which we meet ia 
E c 4 our 



our fcarch after felidty. The piety, and the 
fall of Davidy the wiidom, and the weak- 
nefs of Solomon, the zeal, and the infirmity 
of Peter, with a thouiand inftances that 
could be produced from facred and profane 
writers, of the virtue and the amotion of 
the fame princes, the allegiance and the tur- 
bulence of the &me pec^le, might all be 
brought in proof of the fall of man, if any 
other proof were requiiite, than merely to 
read the hiftory of this catafbophe, and to 
look into our own hearts. But the infbnces 
would fhew, that though man be fallen, ho 
is not annihilated ; that though his luftre be 
fullied, it is not extinguifhed. He fHU raiies 
his mind at times to the contemplation of un- 
created excellence, and the infUnds of his 
heart indicate his relation to the divinity. In 
every approach that he makes to his primeval 
purity, he feels the gratulations of his own 
foul, and enjoys the triumphs of his con- 
fcience. But in no way can he become fb 
like his Maker, as when his heart is intent 
upon doing good. The beneficent hand of 
the Almighty formed, and his power fuflains 
the univcrfe. He maketh his fun to rife on the 
evil and on the ^ood^ and fendetb rem on the 
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jujl^ and on the unjuji\ He is good unto all^ 
and his tender mercies are over all his worksK 
The divine perfon who was the brightnefs of 
his glory ^ and the exprefs image of his perfon""^ 
imitated him in his bounty and beneficence, 
and gave us an example that we fliould fol- 
low his fteps. If then the felicity of man 
confifts in his refemblance to his Maker, if 
the joy of the redeemed fhould bear a fimili- 
tude to the delights of the Redeemer, if to 
participate in the blifs of the Supreme be the 
liipreme happinefs of us the emanations of his 
goodnefs ; fiirely, // is more hleffed to give 
than to receive^ and happy are all who have 
rightly learned the divine leflbn. 

The fubjcft I have been confidering would 
naturally give occafiion for a variety of reflec* 
tions concerning the regulation of our con- 
duft. Let us feledl a few. 

The general efFedt of what has been (aid 
ought to be, to in(pire us with the love of a 
kind, humane, beneficent difpofition, and to 
lead us to cultivate it in our hearts. It is the 
heart that is the fource of good, or the fburce 
pf evil. The ftreams will ever partake of 

the 
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the qualities of the fountiin. If the love ct 
goodneli be not rooted in the heart, in \-ain 
will fonnal rules, or general, or particular 
precepts e\"er attempt to make a ^irtucus 
man. WTien the love of jnftice dwells in the 
heart, t^o neighbours of the moft exteniive 
property wiU eatlly agree together. But 
where this principle is wanting, all the lb- 
totes that were ever deviled, all the compli- 
cated laws that were ever made, will onlv 
fet the ingenuity of the mind at work tQ 
elude them. The defign of the goipcl is, 
therefore, to change the heart, to renew the 
mind where it is depraved : and the life of 
its Author, the manner, and the matter of 
his doctrine, and all his inftitutions are di- 
rected to thcle purpofes. The language of 
the whole is. My fon-i give me thy heart ^. 

If this general etFecl be in any meafure 
produced upon them who profefs themlclves 
the difciples of Jefus, what has been laid may 
fugged particular inftruftion to thofe of every 
rank. How fhould it enlarge the fentiments, 
and dilate the benevolence of the opulent, 
making them confider riches as the gifts of 

Heaveu 
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Heaven for the good of mankind, and the 
happinefs of their own fouls ? With what 
wifdom is the advice given, to make to your^ 
felves friends of the mammon of unrighteoufnefs^ 
that when ye failj they may receive you into 
everlajling habitations''? In every corner, 
upon every fpot, the objefts of misfortune 
prefent themfelyes to our view, if we will 
not ihut our eyes from feeing them. I grant 
there is a fele61:ion and a caution neceffary in 
dilpenfing our charity, or liberality. The 
gvowed folicitors of it are neither, perhaps, 
the mod meritorious, nor the moft indigent. 
But bleffed Heaven ! How generous is it, ho^ 
delightful to prevent thofe whofe hearts rer 
fufe to alk it, and to wipe away the tear that 
flows from fecret forrow, to befriend thofe 
that have known better days, and entertain- 
ed happier proipefts, to eafe the anguifli of a 
mother's heart, who fufFers more for her 
orphans (than for herfelf. What means of 
luxurious enjoyment does money thus em- 
ployed afford ! And know that, judicioufly 
applied, even a fmall revenue may confer 
jnuch power of doing good. Beftowed with 

lympathy, 
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fympathy, giving without oftentation, attend-i 
cd with the fincere look of honeft kindnels, a 
(mall thing to many in a great matter. 

But farther, though the bleffings of this 
world (hould not fall to our (hare, how much 
is in the power of every man to beftow upon 
the wretched ? The hard-hearted alone are 
Ignorant how far attention, compailion, fea- 
ibfiable advice, kind words can go to alle« 
viatc many of our fbrrows, and our fufler- 
ings. The tear that mingles with mine as it 
fells, its value cannot be reckoned in gold, 
or filver. The afFe£tion I perceive in my 
friend when my heart is overwhelmed, if I 
could compare it \yith the idol of the intereft- 
ed, let my heart never perceive it again. 

Finally, Let what has been faid chcrifh in 
us a fpirit fuperior to the lijtle fordid views 
of being dependent upon others for the nc- 
ceflaries of life. The apoftle wrought with 
his hands, that he might be burthcni<»ne to 
ncxie, and that he might have fcxncthing to 
beftow. // is more blejfed to ghe than to re^ 
ceive. All the duties of benevolence, of 
compaffion, and of kindnefs, to an honeft 
heart, muft be granted, not folicited. The 
man that throws himfelf upon the charity of 

the 
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the world, without abfolute neceflity, by that 
very adlion renders himfelf lefs worthy of it ^ 
and renders the beft men lefs difpofed to give 
it. The charity of a Chriftian is an offering 
of his heart. The call to it is not the impor- 
tunate cry of the medicant, but the obferva- 
tion of human fuffering and diftrefs. As we 
are men, let us yield to this call whefe we 
difcern it, and let us never try to raife the 
emotions of pity, or engage the hand of cha- 
rity, when Providence calls us rather to give 
than to receive. 



THE END. 
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